
"This generation shall not pass, 
till all these things be fulfilled" 

A study with Matthew 24

Part 4  (verses 21-31)

Mat_24:21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of 
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 
Mat 24:22  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened. 
Mat 24:23  Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it 
not. 
Mat 24:24  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew 
great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the 
very elect. 
Mat 24:25  Behold, I have told you before. 
Mat 24:26  Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not 
forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. 
Mat 24:27  For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the 
west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
Mat 24:28  For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together. 
Mat 24:29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, 
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 
Mat 24:30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then 
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 
Mat 24:31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. 

This section of (Mat_24:21-31) best describes what is going to happen to "This 
generation", and is an end time prophecy that is speaking about the end time 
events within each of those whom our Lord is working with and bringing "great 
tribulation" upon (Act_14:22).

Act 14:22  confirming the souls of the disciples, exhorting to continue in the faith, 
and that through many afflictions we must enter into the kingdom of God.

All these events we're looking at have an inward application in regard to that 
generation that God is working with, however there is also an outward, will-be 



fulfillment to all these words as well, when the actual physical fulfillment of "except 
those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved" will happen. 
Ultimately we know that no flesh will be saved, so this statement of not saving flesh 
tells us all men will be saved through the destruction of that flesh, flesh representing 
the carnal mind of man and the reason Christ said "fear not them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell" (Rev_20:8 , 1Co_15:50 , Mat_10:28).

Rev 20:8  And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of 
the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom 
is as the sand of the sea. 

1Co 15:50  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.

Mat 10:28  And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul:  
but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

Again, if we see that all things are for our sakes (2Co_4:15) as God's elect, we will 
also see that the physical saving of the world is going to happen as a direct result of 
the judgment that is upon us today (1Pe_4:17), causing us to be the salt of the earth 
that God will use to preserve the world (Mat_24:22 , Mat_5:13-16), saving the world 
physically first, and then judging the world physically first with a rod of iron 
(Rev_20:6), as the natural always precedes the spiritual (Rev_20:14-15) and the 
physical events reveal the spiritual reality of what is going to happen (1Co_15:46 , 
Rom_1:20).

2Co 4:15  For all things are for you, that the grace may superabound through the 
greater number, and may cause the thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.

Mat 24:22  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved: but for the elect's sake   those days shall be shortened. 

Mat 5:13  Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, 
and to be trodden under foot of men. 
Mat 5:14  Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be 
hid. 
Mat 5:15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 
Mat 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 



Rev 20:6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such 
the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 
and shall reign with him a thousand years. 

Rev 20:14  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. 
Rev 20:15  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into 
the lake of fire. 

1Co 15:46  Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; 
and afterward that which is spiritual. 

Rom 1:20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 

[We witness to the world "his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse" today and during the period called the thousand year reign, 
because we are part of that Godhead with Christ as our head and the church 
being his body (Col_1:24). They are without excuse after their eyes are open 
and they see what they and we have done in our former conversation, in our 
ignorance (Eph_2:2-3 , Act_17:30 , 1Ti_1:13)].

Col 1:24  Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is 
behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the 
church: 

Eph 2:2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience: 
Eph 2:3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by 
nature the children of wrath, even as others.

Act 17:30  And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now 
commandeth all men every where to repent: 

1Ti 1:13  Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I 
obtained mercy, because I did   it   ignorantly in unbelief. 

This introduction will hopefully help us further understand this section of our mini 



series on Matthew 24 entitled "This generation shall not pass, till all these things be 
fulfilled". Being of the generation who are able to receive the commandment means 
our Father is working with our hearts and softening them now so that we don't 
despise his goodness that is leading us unto repentance (Isa_66:2 , Rom_2:4-6).

Isa 66:2  For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have 
been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of 
a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.

Rom 2:4  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and 
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 
Rom 2:5  But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself 
wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 
Rom 2:6  Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 

Our first Verse:

Mat 24:21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

This "great tribulation" "was not since the beginning of the world to this time" 
because it is an exceedingly big pressure/anguish/trouble/tribulation that happens 
a t a specific timeG 2 2 5 0 ["except those days" of the next verse] for each generation that is 
experiencing this day of the Lord, represented by the "great tribulation", and it is the 
most earth shattering of all events that anyone can experience barring no other 
experience in regard to changing us and making us into something new, a new 
creation formed through "greatG3173 tribulationG2347" (2Co_5:17 , Act_14:22 , 
Rev_7:14).

Act 14:22  Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue 
in the faith, and that we must through much tribulationG2347 enter into the 
kingdom of God. 

2Co 4:16  For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet 
the inward man is renewed day by day. 
2Co 4:17  For our light afflictionG2347, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 

2Co 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new. 



Rev 7:14  And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are 
they which came out of  greatG3173 tribulationG2347, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb

John the baptist did experience a type and shadow event of what the elect are going 
through, but as Christ told us, those events in John's life were not used to convert 
him as they are in the lives of those who He is working with in this age (1Pe_1:12 , 
Mat_11:11 , Eph_2:10).

1Pe 1:12  Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they 
did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have 
preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which 
things the angels desire to look into. 

Mat 11:11  Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath 
not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

Eph 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which   God hath before ordained   that we should walk in them. 

Mat 24:22  And except those daysG2250 should be shortenedG2856, there 
should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be 
shortenedG2856. 

It is because of the quick work that God does in our earth today that the Lord will 
prevent the earth at this time from being destroyed, and just like we had the example 
of John the baptist as being a type of one of the elect who in type and shadow 
endured the much tribulation that we endure as His children, so with Moses we see a 
parallel event of not destroying all of Israel as He pleaded with God to not do that 
(Exo_32:9-14) demonstrating the sacrificial attitude of those who have the mind of 
Christ today (1Co_2:16). 

Exo 32:9  And the LORD said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it  
is a stiffnecked people: 
Exo 32:10  Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, 
and that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a great nation. 
Exo 32:11  And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, why doth thy 
wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the land of 
Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand? 
Exo 32:12  Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he 



bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from the 
face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy 
people. 
Exo 32:13  Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou 
swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the 
stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, 
and they shall inherit it for ever. 
Exo 32:14  And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his 
people. 

1Co 2:16  For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? 
But we have the mind of Christ. 

God's people who are accepted in the beloved are being used as a living sacrifice 
(Eph_1:6 , Rom_12:1) and because of that work that God is doing in us we are told 
"for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened". The days that we experience in 
Christ are confirmed to be days that are going to be shortened or judged (1Pe_4:17) 
by this statement "And except those days should be shortened" and it is by our losing 
our lives or having them shortened as he does this quick work in us (Rom_9:28) that 
we are guided and directed in His service (Rom_8:14-16) a service that will 
ultimately bring about saviours who are going to come up on mount Zion 
(Oba_1:21). 

This Strong's number G2856 translated "shortened" is defined as "to shorten, 
abridge, curtail" and is "from a derivative of the base of G2849 which is defined as 
"1) to lop or prune, as trees and wings  2) to curb, check, restrain 3) to chastise, 
correct, punishment  4) to cause to be punished  Act_4:21  2Pe_2:9 , revealing the 
judgement that takes place in "those days".

Mat 24:23  Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or 
there; believe it not. 
Mat 24:24  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and 
shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, 
they shall deceive the very elect. 

Notice it is right after the great tribulation in our lives that shorten our days spoken 
of in the first two verses of tonight's study (Mat_24:21-22) that we are then 
immediately told that "Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or 
there; believe it not" which is typified for us when Israel came out of Egypt and were 
then pursued by Pharaoh and his horsemen (Exo_14:8-14 , Exo_14:22-28) who had 
just experienced "great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they 



shall deceive the very elect". Pharaoh and his armies represent the "false Christs, and 
false prophets" who pursue us as we come out the world (Egypt of old representing  
the world) by his power and might.

Exo 14:8  And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he 
pursued after the children of Israel: and the children of Israel went out with an 
high hand. 
Exo 14:9  But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of 
Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the 
sea, beside Pihahiroth, before Baalzephon. 
Exo 14:10  And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, 
and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and 
the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD. 
Exo 14:11  And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast 
thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with 
us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 
Exo 14:12  Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, 
that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness. 
Exo 14:13  And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the 
salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom 
ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. 
Exo 14:14  The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 

Exo 14:22  And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry 
ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their 
left. 
Exo 14:23  And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the 
sea,   even   all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 
Exo 14:24  And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto 
the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled 
the host of the Egyptians, 
Exo 14:25  And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that 
the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for 
them against the Egyptians. 
Exo 14:26  And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, 
that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and 
upon their horsemen. 
Exo 14:27  And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned 
to his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and 
the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 
Exo 14:28  And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, 



and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not 
so much as one of them. 

The litmus test for God's elect is not whether a person can say "Lo, here is Christ, or 
there" but rather that they hear the voice of the true shepherd and are obedient to his 
words and commandments (1Jn_4:5-8 , Joh_14:15 , Joh_14:21).

1Jn 4:5  They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world 
heareth them. 
1Jn 4:6  We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God 
heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. 
1Jn 4:7  Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 
1Jn 4:8  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 

Joh 14:15  If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

Joh 14:21  He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
will manifest myself to him.

Mat 24:25  Behold, I have told you before. 
Mat 24:26  Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the 
desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. 
Mat 24:27  For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even 
unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 

Christ says "Behold, I have told you before" knowing that we need to be brought into 
remembrance of these critical concepts that help us discern the signs of the times 
that we are living in (2Pe_1:12 , Mat_16:3-4).

2Pe 1:12  Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of 
these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.

Mat 16:3  And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and 
lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern 
the signs of the times? 
Mat 16:4  A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall 
no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and 
departed.



Instead of seeing this sign of "the prophet Jonas", this evil generation we are 
overcoming through Christ points to another Jesus who is said to be "in the desert" 
or "in the secret chambers", both symbols of a mind that is void of understanding, or 
life giving spirit that is a gift of God (Luk_8:10 , Joh_14:16-17). 

Luk 8:10  And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they 
might not understand. 

Joh 14:16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever; 
Joh 14:17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, 
and shall be in you. 

We are told don't believe these false prophets "believe it not" who claim to have 
secret knowledge in "secret chambers" the hidden dark sayings of Christ as we were 
once told ((Isa_45:19  , Isa_48:16), coming forth from hearts that have not been 
cleansed and are void of God's spirit demonstrated by being disobedient to the 
commandments of God. 

Isa 45:19  I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not unto 
the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare 
things that are right. 

Isa 48:16  Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from 
the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and 
his Spirit, hath sent me. 

The "secret chambers" and "in the desert" are spoken of together as a witness that 
Christ is not there, there is no stay of bread or water in either place (Jud_1:12-13 , 
1Jn_4:6 , Isa_3:1).

Jud 1:12  These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, 
feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of 
winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the 
roots; 
Jud 1:13  Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, 
to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 

1Jn 4:6  We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God 
heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.



Isa 3:1  For, behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, doth take away from Jerusalem 
and from Judah the stay and the staff, the whole stay of bread, and the whole stay 
of water, 

Mat 24:28  For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be 
gathered together. 

What we are blessed to read hear and keep (Rev_1:3) in these last four verses of our 
study are what comprise the events that make up the sign of "the prophet Jonas" that 
are hidden from the world because of their inability at this time to see the scriptures 
being applied both inwardly and outwardly in an ordinal way that will then bring 
harmony to all of God's word which is a word of addition and not subtraction 
(Isa_28:10).

Rev 1:3  Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, 
and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 

Isa 28:10  For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon 
line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: 

The carcase is our old man dying, and when we are gathered together in this house of 
mourning that we are in (Heb_10:25 , Ecc_7:2), we die daily and do that together as 
this verses declares "there will the eagles be gathered together" (Rev_11:8-9 , 
Rev_4:7).

Rev 11:8  And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which 
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 
Rev 11:9  And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see 
their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to 
be put in graves. [symbollic language telling us that the world does not see that  
we are baptized into Christ's death and refuse to bury us, although we are  
already buried if we are His elect and filling up what is behind of his afflictions 
Rom_6:3 , Col_1:24]

Rev 4:7  And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and 
the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. 

Mat 24:29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun 
be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall 



fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 
Mat 24:30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 
Mat 24:31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, 
and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other. 

We gather together to love one another in a spirit of obedience to God's 
commandments and believe that Christ is the propitiation for our sins who is 
sanctifying us so that we will be able to do the same for the rest of His creation one 
day (1Jn_4:6-10 , 1Jn_2:2 , Joh_17:17 , Oba_1:21).What confirms this reality for 
God's elect is not just "the tribulation of those days" but everything that will 
proceed and be part of the much tribulation we experience.

It is "Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall 
from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken" that all of this 
deep examining of ourselves begins to happen for those who are of this generation 
that Christ is working with. It is then that we see that man of perdition being 
destroyed by the brightness of his coming into our heavens (2Th_2:8) described in 
these terms: "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory". 

2Th 2:8  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 

We are then sent to heal each other with the words of life that he gives us to share 
with one another, where God uses "the four winds, from one end of heaven to 
the other" within us, so we can hear that message, that "great sound of a 
trumpet", reminding us that none shall be lost, but the whole "the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other" shall be saved who are in the hands of 
Christ at this time (Joh_6:37) and of course ultimately all men will be saved as God 
has told us (1Co_15:22). 

It is the elect who represent "all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory" who will 
initially mourn within as those who are being judged of God in this age, and we know 
that the outward fulfillment of these verses cannot be overlooked. Saviours will come 
up on mount Zion who have been judged understanding that they were blessed to be 
"This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled".


