
"Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; 
and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness"

(Psa_97:1-12)

God's handiwork is shown in the firmament as declared in (Psa_19:1) which represents our 
minds or heavens that now have the ability to hear the voice of the true Shepherd and try the 
spirits whether they are of the Lord or not (Joh_10:27 , 1Jn_4:1). Our heavens cannot 
"declare the glory of God" unless we are obediently going from glory to glory, and we know 
the only way that can happen is by having that hope of glory within us "Jesus Christ" who 
enables us to be more than conquerors through him (2Co_3:18 , Col_1:27 , Rom_8:37).

Psa 19:1  To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of 
God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 

Joh 10:27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

1Jn 4:1  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 

2Co 3:18  But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

Rom 8:37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved 
us. 

This Psalm 97 speaks to the blindness that God has set in our own earth, and how that 
blindness is being remedied through ongoing judgement so we can receive light (Psa_97:4 , 
Heb_10:31). 

Psa 97:4  His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled.

Heb 10:31  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

In order to receive God's word in our hearts as a light or lamp that directs our path 
(Psa_119:105), we must endure through the fire or "His lightnings" (verse 4 of tonight's  
study) that can both typify judgement in God's word (Luk_9:54 , Mat_24:27). That 
judgement proceeds the peaceable fruit (Heb_12:11) of righteousness that is born through the 
experience of being chastened, scourged or corrected of the Lord in whatever manner He sees  
fit for the growth of His workmanship (Heb_12:6 , Heb_12:9 , Joh_15:2-4).

Psa 119:105  NUN. Thy word   is   a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 

Luk 9:54  And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that 
we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did? [old 
covenant judgement the fire that comes from heaven destroys men's lives, but God's  
spirit brings abundant life through judgement (Joh_10:10)]



Luk 9:55  But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit 
ye are of. 
Luk 9:56  For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. And 
they went to another village. 

Heb 12:6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 
receiveth. [Rev_3:19 be zealous about repentance, do it quickly Mat_5:25]

Heb 12:9  Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave 
them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and 
live? 

Joh 15:2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that 
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 
Joh 15:3  Now ye are clean  through the word [Eph_5:25-26] which I have spoken unto 
you. 
Joh 15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide  
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 
Joh 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

Is is only after that judgment which comes about by our being convicted of sin through the 
goodness of God that leads us unto repentance that our heavens can be cleansed "through the 
word" (Rom_2:4). Sin is made manifest through judgement which sin is burnt out of us so 
that we can hear his voice in our heavens which at first is imperceptible until the heat of 
judgement arrives (Psa_19:2-3 , Psa_19:6-7 , Rev_3:18-19). Verse four of Psa 19 explains that 
the language of God goes forth through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world,  
but those words will only truly change us if we abide in them and why the next thought is "in 
them [in those words] hath he set a tabernacle for the sun"(Joh_15:7-8). The Sun must abide 
in that tabernacle in order for it to do that cleansing work of making the temple undefiled and 
a place where we can worship God in spirit and in truth (Joh_2:15 , Joh_4:24).

Rom 2:4  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; 
not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

Psa 19:6  His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: 
and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.

Psa 19:2  Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. 
Psa 19:3  There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. 
Psa 19:4  Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the 
world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, 

Psa 19:6  His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: 
and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 
Psa 19:7  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD 
is sure, making wise the simple. 

Rev 3:18  I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and 



white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not 
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 
Rev 3:19  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

Joh 15:7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it  
shall be done unto you. 
Joh 15:8  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 

Joh 2:15  And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew 
the tables; 

Joh 4:24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in 
truth. 

God is spirit (Joh_4:24), who dwells in "the light which no man can approach unto" 
(1Ti_6:16), and God is likened unto fire (Deu_4:24), and so with those three things in mind 
and knowing that God is working with us toward a good end (Jer_29:11) we must conclude 
that His goal for His people who are in these weak vessels (temples) of clay is to get us to a 
point where we can stand (Eph_6:13) and be comfortable in the fire (Isa_43:2 , Dan_3:25), 
even as we live in a world that despises that purifying way that God does things and would 
rather hold unto the merciless doctrines of eternal hell, which manifests to us how clearly the 
flesh just naturally opposes the spirit [we are all sons of thunder at first] (Pro_1:7 , 
Pro_8:13 , Gal_5:17).

The reward is so great for those who are blessed to endure through the painful process of  
judgement that we liken unto the lake of fire, and God does give us each other to encourage 
one another to hold onto those words that judge us and consider them [those words] more 
precious than the gold of Ophir and sweeter than honey and the honeycomb as they keep us 
from being presumptuous and work within us an entreatable spirit of children who are 
praying that the meditation of our hearts may always be acceptable before our Lord 
(Psa_19:10-14). We are blessed to know that God is providing through the body of Christ so 
we won't grow weary of His correction which witnesses of His love toward us and we will 
drink the cup and endure unto the end as a healthy washed in the word body of Christ if we 
are His (Gal_6:9 , Mat_20:23 , Mat_24:13 , Eph_5:26 , Php_1:6 , Php_4:13).

Psa 19:10  More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also 
than honey and the honeycomb. 
Psa 19:11  Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great 
reward. 
Psa 19:12  Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults. 
Psa 19:13  Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have 
dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great 
transgression. 
Psa 19:14  Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy 
sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer. 

Gal 6:9  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not. 



Mat 20:23  And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with 
the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not 
mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father. 

Mat 24:13  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

Eph 5:26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 

Php 1:6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you 
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

Php 4:13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 

When we look at Psalm 19 and remember that this Psalm is speaking about the bridegroom 
coursing across the heavens of our minds during this day of the Lord we are in (Psa_19:5-6) 
and then think of that journey as the words of judgement we will see, being talked about  
throughout this Psalm 97, we should be encouraged to understand that God has given us a 
strong and unstoppable Saviour who is converting his people and making His bride ready 
(Rev_19:7) through this judgement that we are enduring together as one body (1Pe_4:17 , 
1Co_12:12)

Here are the verses for our study tonight:

Psa_97:1 The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be 
glad thereof. 
Psa 97:2  Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and 
judgment are the habitation of his throne. 
Psa 97:3  A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about. 
Psa 97:4  His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled. 
Psa 97:5  The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the presence 
of the Lord of the whole earth. 
Psa 97:6  The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his glory. 
Psa 97:7  Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves 
of idols: worship him, all ye gods. 
Psa 97:8  Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced because 
of thy judgments, O LORD. 
Psa 97:9  For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art exalted far above 
all gods. 
Psa 97:10  Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints;  
he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked. 
Psa 97:11  Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart. 
Psa 97:12  Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the 
remembrance of his holiness. 

our first verse:

Psa_97:1 The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be 



glad thereof. 

The overriding theme for God's elect is summed up in this first verse of our study. If the 
LORD is reigning in our lives, in other words if we are being led by the spirit of God and being 
blessed to commit all our ways unto the Lord, then all that is within us, the earth and the 
multitude of isles will be growing in gladness and rejoicing for the work that He is 
accomplishing within His workmanship which we are (Php_4:4 , Eph_2:10).

Php 4:4  Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 

Eph 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

The thought of the earth rejoicing, the larger more solid understanding of the one body that 
we are, is contrasted with the expression "let the multitude of the isles be glad" because of the  
judgement that will one day come upon the world and upon that part of us which is still  
thinking more like an independent island not yet seeing we are many members (isles) but one  
body (earth) (Rev_16:20). The singleness of the body of Christ will come about by the driving 
away of the isles (2Co_11:3).

Rev 16:19  And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: 
and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine 
of the fierceness of his wrath. 
Rev 16:20  And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 
Rev 16:21  And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the 
weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the 
plague thereof was exceeding great. 

2Co_11:3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, 
so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicityG572 [singleness] that is in Christ. 

G572    haplotes    hap-lot'-ace
From G573; singleness, that is, (subjectively) sincerity (without dissimulation or self 
seeking), or (objectively) generosity (copious bestowal): - bountifulness, liberal (-ity), 
simplicity, singleness.

Psa_97:2  Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and 
judgment are the habitation of his throne. 

This verse tells us that those who abide in Christ and the words of eternal life that the Father 
has provided through Him and His body, are abiding in a space where there is both "clouds 
and darkness", "righteousness and judgement". That is the habitation of his throne and it is 
only a few who are called in this age to abide in that place (Mat_22:14 , Heb_13:10) and be 
blessed to be sanctified by His word unto His glory (Joh_8:31 , Joh_17:17).

Mat 22:14  For many are called, but few are chosen. 

Heb 13:10  We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. 



Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; 

Joh 17:17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

The "habitation of his throne" is also where the inheritance of the saints in Christ is to be 
found, which is the kingdom of God that we have in earnest today (Eph_1:18-20 , Eph_2:6 , 
Luk_17:21 , Col_1:27 , Eph_1:14).

Eph 1:18  The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the 
hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of   his inheritance in the saints, 
Eph 1:19  And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty power,  
Eph 1:20  Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set  him 
at his own right hand in the heavenly   places, 

Eph 2:6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly  places 
in Christ Jesus: 

Luk 17:21  Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is 
within you. 

Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

Eph 1:14  Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, unto the praise of his glory. 

Psa_97:3  A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about. 
Psa 97:4  His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled. 

Christ's inheritance resides with his children, and these next two verses show us what is 
transpiring in the midst of these pillars, "the habitation of his throne" that is both light and 
dark, "a pillar of a cloud, to lead them in the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them 
light; to go by day and night" (Rev_3:12 , Gen_28:22 , Exo_13:21 , 1Ti_3:15 , Psa_139:12). It 
is in the midst of all this activity that "fire goeth before him, and burneth up his 
enemies round about" and "His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, 
and trembled", which is just another way of telling us that God is judging us and leading us 
through that judgement into paths of righteousness for His own name sake (Psa_23:3-4).

Rev 3:12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall 
go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of 
my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I 
will write upon him my new name. 

Gen 28:22  And this stone, which I have set  for   a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all 
that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee. 

Exo 13:21  And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the 



way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: 

1Ti 3:15  But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in 
the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 

Psa 139:12  Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the 
darkness and the light are both alike to thee.

Psa 23:3  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's 
sake. 
Psa 23:4  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Psa_97:5  The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the presence 
of the Lord of the whole earth. 
Psa 97:6  The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his glory.

Speaking of the physical heavens that declare God's glory that all the world can see, especially  
now that we have the clearer and far more distant views with the Hubble telescope, we can 
appreciate that no matter how much evidence we have outside of ourselves in the micro or the 
macro, mankind cannot be convinced in their hearts unless that heart is "melted like wax at 
the presence of the LORD" of the whole earth. God speaks of things that are not as though 
they were and we know all men will be saved, so yes all "the hills melted like wax at the  
presence of the LORD" has both an inward and outward application (Rom_4:17).

Rom 4:17  (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom 
he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as 
though they were. 

That day will come when the inward heavens will declare his righteousness, and not only will  
all people see his glory but they will also glorify Him with the same glory that Christ said he 
had in the fulness and would be given back to him at the appointed time which fulness all the 
world will one day share in (Joh_17:5-6). 

Joh 17:5  And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I 
had with thee before the world was. 
Joh 17:6  I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world:  
thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 

It is true that we are without excuse once the holy spirit convicts us and enables us to 
compare spiritual things with spiritual things using the physical (Rom_1:20 , 1Co_2:13 , 
Heb_10:29). But until that time, Christ knows full well that faith will not be found on this 
earth (Luk_18:8) and no event, not even the second coming of Christ, will convert the heart of 
men. It is only judgement that will remove the scales of unbelief off our blinded eyes, and we 
are so blessed to be amongst the few who can declare his righteousness in our heavens and 
see his glory working in our life as we go from glory to glory dying daily in the Lord. We see  
things that are for now hidden from the masses (1Co_15:31 , Luk_10:24, Joh_12:40 , 
Isa_44:18 , Act_9:18). 



Psa_97:7  Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves 
of idols: worship him, all ye gods. 
Psa 97:8  Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced because 
of thy judgments, O LORD. 

When we are blinded of the LORD we "serve graven images" and even boast ourselves of 
those idols within our heart that God allows to be there to cause us to go astray ( Isa_63:17). 
These idols are no match for God and were put there in our land to show us what we are and  
what we would naturally do except the LORD gives us (more and more) the ability to be 
"Zion" who hears and is glad to be called "the daughters of Judah", even learning to rejoice in 
those judgements of the LORD because we know that it is by the tearing down of those idols  
through judgement that we can have a joyful and right relationship with our Father and 
Christ and his body (Joh_17:3).

Isa 63:17  O LORD, why hast thou made us to err from thy ways, and hardened our heart 
from thy fear? Return for thy servants' sake, the tribes of thine inheritance.

Joh 17:3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent. 

Psa_97:9  For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art exalted far above 
all gods. 

This verse reminds us of God's dominion over the powers and principalities, the light and the  
darkness, and how he masterfully and perfectly uses them to fashion the new creation that we 
are becoming through Jesus Christ (Eph_1:21-23 , Eph_6:12-14). The gods that our LORD is 
above are the gods within our own flesh/earth that need to be destroyed every time they try to 
exalt themselves against the knowledge of God (2Co_10:5-6)

Eph 1:21  Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 
Eph 1:22  And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 
things to the church, 
Eph 1:23  Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

Eph 6:12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in 
high   places. 
Eph 6:13  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
Eph 6:14  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the 
breastplate of righteousness; 

2Co 10:5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 
2Co 10:6  And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is 
fulfilled. 

Psa_97:10  Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preservethH8104 the souls of his 



saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked. 
Psa 97:11  Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart. 
Psa 97:12  Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the 
remembrance of his holiness. 

In these last 3 verses (Psa_97:10-12) we, God's elect who "love the LORD" and "hate evil" 
(Pro_8:13), are blessed to be brought to this place where the iniquity of this world both within 
and without is not causing His love to wax cold within us (Mat_24:12) but rather we 
understand now that it is all about His judgement that leads us down the narrow path that 
brings us to say "Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of 
his holiness". Because of the spirit that God has given us, we are preserved in our souls 
[through judgement] while the world around us is being reserved unto the day of judgment 
(2Pe_3:7, Pro_2:8 , Pro_16:17)

Pro 8:13  The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and 
the froward mouth, do I hate. 

2Pe 3:7  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store,  
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

Pro 2:8  He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preservethH8104 the way of his saints. 

Pro 16:17  The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his way 
preservethH8104 his soul.

We can "rejoice in the Lord" or be the earth that rejoices today as it says in the first verse of  
our study because of His righteousness working within us (Psa_97:1 , Psa_97:12) :

Psa 97:1  The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles 
be glad thereof. 
Psa 97:12 "Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the 
remembrance of his holiness". 

We also must be careful not to be conceited and always each esteem other better than 
ourselves (Php_2:3) because God has given us our spiritual lot in life. Romans 11 is essentially 
telling us boasting is excluded for God's people who are blessed to be amongst the first fruits 
who are connected to the root "Jesus Christ" through faith (Rom_11:25 , Rom_3:27).

Rom 11:25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the  
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 

Rom 3:27  Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the 
law of faith. 

Our preservation comes at the destruction of the wicked man of sin within us, and dealing 
with all that needs to be dealt with in this age. That is what it takes to receive this heritage in 
the LORD that we are so blessed to be striving for together (Php_3:14).



Php 3:14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

God will sow the light for us through the body of Christ, the church, that is given to manifest 
that knowledge in due season (Eph_3:10 , Mat_24:45) and we are called to be watchmen for 
one another during these perilous times that we are living in (Eze_3:17). 

Eph 3:10  To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,

Mat 24:45  Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over 
his household, to give them meat in due season? 

Eze 3:17  Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore 
hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. 

Gladness can be in our hearts when we know that we are not alone in our struggles 
(Heb_13:5) and that the body of Christ is there to pray for us and bear each other's burden as 
we fulfill the law of Christ through our LORD through whom we can endure all things.

"Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of his 
holiness" and again I say....

"Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of his 
holiness" a  holiness that does not change and is maturing within us so that we will not  
change in the spirit but be like our LORD and having done all stand (Mal_3:6 , 1Jn_4:17 , 
Eph_6:13).


