
"Ask of me, and I shall give   thee   the heathen   for   thine inheritance" 
Part I:   Psa_2:1-5

With the great imaginations that God has given mankind, we know that He is the one who 
causes the clay in the Potter's hand to imagine a vain thing as mentioned in verse  one of  
our study, or to be given to heed the warning to come out of her my people and stop 
imagining a vain thing as stated in the last verse of our study which will look at next week  
Lord willing (Pro_16:1-2 , Psa_2:12). 

Pro 16:1  The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is from 
the LORD. 
Pro 16:2  All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the 
spirits.

Psa 2:12  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is 
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. 

Our society is steeped in vanities of all sorts including religious vanities that accommodate 
the flesh's need to continually imagine a vain thing (Mar_7:7 , Gen_6:5). Without our 
thoughts turned to that which will lead to eternal life [the truth of God's word and 
knowing God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent] (Joh_6:68 , Joh_17:3) there is no 
other conclusion but to consider those human thoughts that tend only to the flesh which 
are vain and passing. Even our knowing Christ after the flesh is vain and passing if that is 
where we stop in our relationship with him ( Mat_24:37-38 , Ecc_1:8 , Pro_27:20 , 
1Co_2:2).

Mar 7:7  Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men. 

Gen 6:5  And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

Joh 6:68  Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the 
words of eternal life. 

Joh 17:3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent. 

Mat 24:37  But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
Mat 24:38  For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 

Ecc 1:8  All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with 
seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. 

Pro 27:20  Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied. 

1Co 2:2  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified. 



Our inheritance is in the saints (Col_1:12) and yet God tells us that he will give us "the 
heathen for thine inheritance". What this is telling us is that when we gain dominion over 
our vain imaginations within, by eventually bringing every thought into subjection unto 
God, then we will be able to rule and reign under Christ to help bring the vanity of man's 
mind [the heathen within] into subjection unto our Father, which we do even today as we 
follow each other as we follow Christ (2Co_10:5 , 1Co_11:1-2).

Col 1:12  Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light: 

2Co 10:4  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong holds;) 
2Co 10:5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ; 
2Co 10:6  And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is 
fulfilled.

1Co 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 
1Co 11:2  Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the 
ordinances, as I delivered them to you. 

The gift of imagination gives us so much to rejoice in, in this life, and our great Father in 
heaven has created out of his imagination all of the vast array of His creation which is used  
to point us and direct us to know him and his son (Joh_17:3) as we compare spirit with 
spirit and use the physical creation to help us do so (1Co_2:13).

Joh 17:3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent.

1Co 2:13  Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

As in all things we can use our imagination to serve our own flesh and glory in that which 
God has given us [which is what we all do at first] (1Co_4:7) or we can be blessed to be 
turned to use all that we have to live to his glory as we do good unto all men but especially 
unto the household of faith (1Co_10:31 , Gal_6:10). As the body of Christ, we eat and drink 
the body of Christ together to the glory of God, and the "whatsoever you do" of (1Co_10:31) 
reminds us that all that we do whether to the household of faith or to the unbelieving, is  
unto God as stated in (Gal_6:10).

1Co 4:7  For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou 
didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not 
received it? 

1Co 10:31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God.



Gal 6:10  As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith. 

It is contrast that is at the heart of why we "imagine a vain thing" at first, because God is  
showing us through this contrast that there is nothing but vanity in the heart of man and in 
flesh (Mar_10:18 , Rom_3:10) as opposed to the riches of God's goodness which leads us 
unto repentance and away from the old creation and into the new (Rom_2:4 , Jer_18:4). 
All is vanity  and it is only by the grace and faith of Christ (Eph_2:8 , Tit_2:12 , Heb_5:8) 
that we can begin to do the works in the earth that glorify God in heaven as we lay up 
treasure by way of the treasure which is in the earthen vessels of those who are called and 
chosen in this age (2Co_4:7 , Mat_6:20).

Mar 10:18  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but 
one, that is, God. 

Rom 3:10  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

Rom 2:4  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and 
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

Jer 18:4  And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he 
made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. 

Eph 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God: 

Tit 2:12  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 

Heb 5:8  Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he 
suffered;

2Co 4:7  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of us. 

Mat 6:20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 

Even the asking of God to give us the heathen for thine inheritance (verse 8) is something 
that is not recognized at first as a gift of God and we just naturally despise the riches of God 
correcting us and judging us because our flesh is so accustomed to its vain position which 
is full of creature comforts where blindness and deafness easily reside (Mat_13:13 , 
1Co_2:14). God of course is dragging the elect out of this comfort zone and into a 
relationship where we are able to fulfill His will little by little daily as we are granted to die 
daily, which is the only way we will ever be given the heathen for our inheritance (Rom_2:4 
, Mat_6:10 , 1Co_15:31).

Mat 13:13  Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and 
hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.



1Co 2:14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are  
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

Rom 2:4  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and 
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

Mat 6:10  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

1Co 15:31  I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 

Tonight we plan to look at the process that God takes his people through before they can 
"Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth" (verse 10) and 
what a blessing it is for us to be judged in this age and have our hearts and minds brought 
into subjection unto our King so that we can receive His peace and His mind which is a 
mind that is powerful and loving and sound (Php_4:7 , 2Ti_1:7).

Php 4:7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus. 

2Ti 1:7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a  
sound mind. 

Psa 2:1  Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 

We do what we do because God loves us and is teaching us something through the 
experience that whether we are obedient or disobedient it is all of the Lord and according 
to the counsel of his will (Eph_1:11-12). So we rage and imagine a vain thing because God 
causes it and wants us to see that the new creation is formed out of that old creation that 
just naturally imagines a vain thing until that vanity of our flesh is brought into subjection 
unto Christ by God dragging us unto Christ (Joh_6:44) where we learn obedience by the 
things that we suffer in our flesh (Act_4:25-27 , Heb_5:8 , 1Co_9:26-27).

Eph 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according 
to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 
Eph 1:12  That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

Act 4:25  Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, 
and the people imagine vain things? 
Act 4:26  The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against 
the Lord, and against his Christ. 
Act 4:27  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both 
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered 
together, 

Heb 5:8  Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he 
suffered; 

1Co 9:26  I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the  



air: 
1Co 9:27  But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 

Psa 2:2  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 
together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, 
Psa 2:3  Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 

This is all prophetic language to explain what has happened to Christ and will happen to 
his body as discussed in (Act_4:27) and is all according to the "counsel" of his will 
(Eph_1:11). It's nothing to be feared, but rather something to rejoice in because it is a 
declaration of God's faithfulness to finish what he "determined before to be done" 
(Php_1:6).

The nations are going to rage within and without as we near the end of this age (Psa_2:1) 
but we are promised that this is all setting the stage to witness to the world that we are 
more than conquerors through Christ (Mat_24:6 , Rom_8:37).

Mat 24:6  And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: 
for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

Rom 8:37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved 
us.

When the scripture says "let us break their bands asunder" or "cast away their cords from 
us" it is speaking about rejecting the word of God that we are blessed to continue in and be  
set free by (Joh_8:32  , 2Co_3:17). Christ drives out the beasts of our temple using a 
unified body of Christ who understand there is a three fold cord process that is needed 
upon all men before we can enter into the temple of God (Rev_15:8). 

Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

2Co 3:17  Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty.

Rev 15:7  And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of 
the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever. 
Rev 15:8  And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his 
power; and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven 
angels were fulfilled. 

Our flesh naturally despises this process of being exercised with those positive "bands" and 
"cords" that God uses to bring us unto mature sons (Joh_8:32 , Joh_2:15 , Ecc_4:12 , 
Eph_4:13). We are yet carnal for a long time, despising His chastening (Heb_12:5) which is 
needful to be received as sons (Heb_12:6). Even as more mature sons, no chastening ever 
felt pleasant when we were going through it (Heb_12:11). 

Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.



Joh 2:15  And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the  
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and 
overthrew the tables; 

Ecc 4:12  And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord 
is not quickly broken. 

Eph 4:13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of  
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

Heb 12:5  And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto 
children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art  
rebuked of him: 
Heb 12:6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 
receiveth. 

Heb 12:11  Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: 
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which 
are exercised thereby. 

The sound pattern is there in God's word showing us that we all start off as babes who are  
yet carnal and who will hopefully have the envying and strife and divisions burnt out of us  
in this age (1Co_3:3). That can only happen through the fiery trials that God gives us 
(1Pe_4:12) as our senses our exercised to be able to discern good and evil and so partake of  
the strong meat which we will need to carry our cross daily and endure until the end 
(Heb_5:14 , Mat_24:13). 

1Co 3:3  For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and 
divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 

1Pe 4:12  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened unto you: 

Heb 5:14  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by 
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

Mat 24:13  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

It is therefore the trials that God gives us that we need to be so thankful for (Psa_107:13-15) 
because they are the means that God uses to mature us to discern good and evil which is  
another way of saying he is judging us today (1Pe_4:17) so that we can in turn be matured 
of God to reign on the earth as kings and priests (Rev_5:10). 

Psa 2:4  He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in 
derision. 
Psa 2:5  Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore 
displeasure.

I can't imagine God sarcastically laughing at us as He is the one who put us in this state of 



derision. In fact we are told not to rejoice when our enemy stumbles (Pro_24:17). Upon 

closer examination of the word laugh H7832, we see that it is speaking more of a mocking 
which is directed toward our sinful flesh which is being put off because it is naturally 
designed with a law in our members to be against the spirit of God (Rom_7:23 , Gal_5:16-
18 , Eph_6:12).

laugh H7832 - Strong's: A primitive root; to laugh (in pleasure or detraction); by implication to 
play: - deride have in derision laugh make merry mock (-er) play rejoice (laugh to) scorn be in 
(make) sport. 
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 •rejoicing, 2
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Pro 24:17  Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine heart be glad when he 
stumbleth: 

Rom 7:23  But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.

Gal 5:16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 
Gal 5:17  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and 
these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
Gal 5:18  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

Eph 6:12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in 
high places. 

The Lord is reminding us that what we reap is what we sow (Gal_6:7-8) and He is the one 
who is causing it to show us that we are beasts that need to be spoken to "in his wrath" as 
He burns out the first man Adam through this process of vexing us "in his sore  
displeasure". It does not sound like fun for the flesh but the fruit of the new creation excels 
and exceeds past the fleshly carnal mind like light excels past darkness (2Co_3:10).

Gal 6:7  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he  
also reap. 
Gal 6:8  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that  
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

2Co 3:9  For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the 
ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. 
2Co 3:10  For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason 
of the glory that excelleth. 

Next week Lord willing we will share the second part of our study entitled "Ask of me, 
and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance". The blessed conclusion 
that God has in store for those being tried and tested in this life can only come about by His 
bringing us to a point where we no longer lean on our own understanding, which comes 
about through a lifetime of much tribulation (Col_1:2 , 2Co_1:8 , Heb_13:6).



Col 1:12  Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light:

2Co 1:8  For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us 
in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we 
despaired even of life: 
2Co 1:9  But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in 
ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead: 

Heb 13:6  So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what 
man shall do unto me. 


