
"Turn us again, O LORD God of hosts, 
cause thy face to shine; 
and we shall be saved"

Psa_80:1-7

The 'lily testimony' or the "Shoshannimeduth" is the name of the chief musician who 
represents Christ in us, the 'lily of the valley' and 'hope of glory' within us (Son_2:1 , 
Col_1:24). Three times the words  "Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine; 
and we shall be saved" is mentioned in this study to remind us once again that there is a 
process involved in our going unto perfection “The process of spiritual completion” 

Shoshannimeduth H7802

shushan H7799‛eduth H5715  shoshannıŷm ‛eduth

shoo-shan' or sho-shan-neem' (ay-dooth')

The second form being plural; from H7799 and H5715; lily (or trumpet) of 
assemblage; Shushan Eduth or Shoshannim Eduth, the title of a popular song: - 
Shoshannim-Eduth, Shushan-eduth.

H7799

shushan  shoshan  shoshan  shoshannah

shoo-shan' (2,3) sho-shawn' sho-shan-naw'

From H7797; a  lily (from its whiteness), as a flower or architectural 
ornament; also a (straight) trumpet (from the tubular shape): - lily, 
Shoshannim.

H5715

‛eduth
ay-dooth'

Feminine of H5707; testimony: - testimony, witness.

That process can only be fulfilled by the miracle of Christ working in us both to will and 
to do of our Father's good pleasure (Php_2:13) which is to turn us again unto Christ as 
we're dragged unto the Lord (Joh_6:44) where we are brought low like we discussed in 
our study last week, and judged, with a judgement that sets things right and makes the 
temple of God plumb (1Pe_4:17 , Ecc_12:14 , 1Co_2:15 , Amo_7:8 , Rev_11:1). 

1Pe_4:17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if 
it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

Ecc_12:14  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 
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1Co_2:15  But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no 
man. 

Amo_7:8  And the LORD said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A 
plumbline. Then said the Lord, Behold, I will set a plumbline in the midst of my 
people Israel: I will not again pass by them any more: 

Rev_11:1  And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, 
saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship 
therein. 

It takes a miracle for God to "Turn us again, O LORD God of hosts" with minds that 
naturally go in the way that seems right to them, including how we judge a matter 
(Pro_14:12 , Gal_5:17). 

Pro_14:12  There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are 
the ways of death.

Gal_5:17  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: 
and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would. 

Part of the reason we are judged of the Lord is so that we can learn judgement 
ourselves.

So if we go unto a brother or sister to judge a matter, as a result of those humbling 
experience of having been judged (plumbed: see Mat_3:3) and shown that we are the 
man (2Sa_12:7), with these (ongoing) experiences, we won't go as a "man" to another 
member, but rather we will go there in the name of the Lord (Mar_11:9) who is the only 
righteous judge who judges rightly (Luk_7:43 , 2Ti_2:15). 

2Sa_12:7  And Nathan said to David, Thou  art   the  man. Thus saith the LORD God 
of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of 
Saul;  

Christ breaks and binds, it is He who removes the beam from our eyes (Mat_7:5), and 
reveals His tender mercy in the process, and gives us the ability to bring healing to 
others through judgement that is ruled over with mercy that "rejoiceth against 
judgement"(Pro_21:2 , Pro_16:2 , 1Co_2:15-16 , 2Sa_24:14 , Jas_2:13). 

Pro_21:2  Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the 
hearts.

Pro_16:2  All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth 
the spirits. 

1Co_2:15  But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no 
man. 
1Co 2:16  For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But 



we have the mind of Christ. 

2Sa_24:14  And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: let us fall now into the 
hand of the LORD; for his mercies are great: and let me not fall into the hand of 
man.

Jas_2:13  For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; 
and mercy rejoiceth against judgment.

In this we see how judgement and mercy must co-exist and if we are going to be those 
kings and priests who judge the nations without, we must first have the nations judged 
within (Rev_10:11 , 1Pe_4:17 , Gal_3:8 , Rev_7:9).

Rev_10:11  And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, 
and nations, and tongues, and kings. 

1Pe_4:17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and 
if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

When we are judged of the Lord it will set things right in our heavens and it will bring 
healing and comfort and a peaceable fruit to our minds (Jas_3:17) if we are blessed to 
receive that judgement and not despise the chastening and scourging of the Lord that is 
accompanied with it, in the measure that He has predetermined (Pro_3:11). 

Jas_3:17  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy. 

Pro_3:11  My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his 
correction: 

Despising that judgement would result in our fulfilling (Luk_12:45-49) which we all do 
at first, but if God is working with us, we will endure that judgement that reveals our 
lack of 'patience and faith of the saints' that God alone can give to the body of Christ in 
due time (Rom_2:3-4 , Rev_2:19 , Rev_13:10 ,  Jas_5:7-11). 

Rom_2:3  And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, 
and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 
Rom 2:4  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and 
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

Rev_2:19  I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, 
and thy works; and the last to be more than the first. 

Rev_13:10  He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with 
the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the 
saints. 

Luk 12:45  But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and 



shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be 
drunken; 
Luk 12:46  The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, 
and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint  
him his portion with the unbelievers. 
Luk 12:47  And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, 
neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 
Luk 12:48  But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be 
beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much 
required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more. 
Luk 12:49  I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will I, if it be already 
kindled?

God is the one who is in charge of that breaking and binding process that grows the 
body of Christ up and matures us (Job_5:17-19), and he uses each of us in that process 
as we receive His goodness and mercy that leads us unto repentance (2Co_1:4  , 
1Co_2:15-16). 

Job_5:17  Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not 
thou the chastening of the Almighty: 
Job 5:18  For he maketh sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make 
whole. 
Job 5:19  He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch 
thee. 

2Co 1:4  Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 
comforted of God. 

1Co_2:15  But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no 
man. 
1Co 2:16  For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But 
we have the mind of Christ. 

If we did not go through this process of being broken and bound by the Lord, we would 
not be able to receive the blessing of these verses (Luk_12:42-44) which we are 
maturing into through the much needed tribulation (Act_14:22) He gives us . 

Luk_12:42  And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom 
his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in 
due season? 
Luk 12:43  Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so 
doing. 
Luk 12:44  Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he 
hath. 

Act_14:22  Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in 
the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.



In tonight's study will look more closely at how God judges us, and why He hardens and 
softens our hearts and answers us according to the idols that He allows to be there for a  
season and then destroys (Eze_14:3 , Jer_2:19 , Psa_18:26-27). 

Eze 14:3  Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the 
stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face: should I be enquired of at all by 
them? 

Jer 2:19  Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall 
reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou 
hast forsaken the LORD thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord 
GOD of hosts. 

Psa 18:26  With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt  
shew thyself froward. 
Psa 18:27  For thou wilt save the afflicted people; but wilt bring down high looks. 

Our fervent prayer is that God will "Create [in us all] in me a clean heart, O God; and 
renew a right spirit within me [us]"(Psa_51:9-10) and use our short time together in 
this life (Jas_4:14) to be that iron that sharpens iron to the glory of God who makes it 
possible for us to use His word of righteousness correctly after we've been chastened 
and scourged (Pro_27:17 , Joh_18:10).

Psa 51:9  Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 
Psa 51:10  Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. 
Psa 51:11  Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.

Jas 4:14  Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It 
is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 

Pro 27:17  Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend. 

Joh 18:10  Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's  
servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus. 

Psa_80:1  To the chief Musician upon Shoshannimeduth, A Psalm of Asaph. 
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou 
that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth. 

Christ is "the cherubims", in the midst of the fiery furnace of Daniel (Dan_3:25), in the 
middle of the Red Sea typified by Mose's (Exo_15:22), and in the elect typified by a 
serpant on a pole (Num_21:8 h8314 Isa_6:2). Christ is central to every  story in God's 
word, and He is our hope of glory between those Cherubim who we represent as the His  
elect blessed to have his light within us "shine forth"(Mat_5:14).

If God grants us to be able to "give ear, O Shepherd of Israel" by hearing the voice of the 
true Shepherd (Joh_10:27) we can then be used of our Lord to "leadest Joseph like a 
flock". Those who are led by the spirit are true Christians (Rom_8:14) and it is with this 



spirit of Christ within us that we can have liberty as we learn to try every spirit if it is of  
the Lord and follow each other as we follow Christ (2Co_3:17 , 1Jn_4:1 , 1Co_11:1).

H8314

שׂרף

saraph

saw-rawf'

From H8313; burning, that is, (figuratively) poisonous (serpent); specifically a 
saraph or symbolical creature (from their copper color): - fiery (serpent), 
seraph.

Psa_80:2  Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh stir up thy strength, 
and come and save us. 
Psa_80:3  Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be 
saved. 

The reason we need the Lord to turn us again and cause his face to shine on us is so that 
he can "save us" and it will be done through a process (Ephraim-Benjamin-Manasseh). 

The three words "Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh" tell us something about 
what God is going to achieve when he stirs up His strength within us to save us through 
this process (Php_4:13). 

From God's perspective "saving" is not about saving the flesh, although He does that at 
times, but rather it is about losing our lives. In order to lose our lives and gain the  
spiritual blessing of this process explained in these three words (Ephraim-Benjamin-
Manasseh) below; the seed must die so that we can bring forth fruit (Joh_12:24).

God alone gives the increase which is witnessed (2) by the words "double fruit" that are 
hidden in meaning of the words "Ephraim" and that which is translated from the 
english word "Benjamin" which is the son of (the) right hand, representing the strength 
of God. 

Ephraim  H669

אפרים

'ephrayim

ef-rah'-yim
Dual of a masculine form of H672; double     fruit; Ephrajim, a son of Joseph; 
also the tribe descended from him, and its territory: - Ephraim Ephraimites

Benjamin  H1144

בּנימין

binyamıŷn



bin-yaw-mene'

From H1121 and H3225; son of (the) right     hand; Binjamin, youngest son of 
Jacob; also the tribe descended from him, and its territory: - Benjamin.

When He heals our land of all our sins and takes away our iniquities then we will  
remember no more the former things (Isa_43:18-20 , Isa_65:17) because He will 
have caused us to forget our past sins which is what Manasseh means (Php_3:13).

Manasseh  H4519

מנשּה

menashsheh

men-ash-sheh'
From H5382; causing     to     forget; Menashsheh, a grandson of jacob, also the tribe 
descendant from him, and its territory: - Manasseh.

Psa_80:4  O LORD God of hosts, how long wilt thou be angry against the 
prayer of thy people?
Psa 80:5  Thou feedest them with the bread of tears; and givest them tears 
to drink in great measure. 
Psa 80:6  Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours: and our enemies 
laugh among themselves. 
Psa 80:7  Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to shine; and we 
shall be saved. 

If (and of course He is) God is the one causing us to pray, and those prayers are causing 
Him to be angry... why does he not just cause us to pray prayers that are pleasing to  
Him? 

Why does he feed us with "bread of tears" and "tears to drink in great measure". 

Why does he make "us a strife unto our neighbours" and cause "our enemies" to "laugh 
among themselves"?  

All such reasoning is contending with the Lord and not acknowledging God's goodness 
working in the midst of all these different conditions that our loving Father brings upon 
us for our good bringing us back to this verse which our flesh just naturally holds unto 
(Rom_9:20).

We believe God is sovereign and we understand that we learn of our need for our 
Creator in these marred vessels of clay but only when we are given to see that there is  
nothing good in this flesh. So we  thank God for the trials and suffering that bring us to  
a place where we  let go of our fleshly reasoning, as we begin to receive the blessing that  
comes upon us when we trust in Him alone (2Co_1:9-10 , 1Co_14:19 , Pro_3:5).

2Co_1:9  But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in 



ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead: 
2Co 1:10  Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we 
trust that he will yet deliver us; 

1Co_14:19  Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, 
that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown 
tongue. 

Pro_3:5  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. 

If God is going to "Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to shine; and we 
shall be saved", it will only be through the tempest of the Psa 107 storms that bring us 
to our safe haven where "we shall be saved" (Psa_107:30-31).

Next week Lord willing we will look at the second part of this our study entitled "Turn 
us again, O LORD God of hosts, cause thy face to shine; and we shall be 
saved" where we see how all our overcoming in this life is correlated with the Vine, 
Jesus Christ, without which we could not bring forth any fruit (Joh_15:5-6).

Joh_15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 
Joh 15:6  If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and 
men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 


