
"God   is   my defence,   and   the God of my mercy" PART II
Psa_59:9-17

God truly is our "defence" and "mercy" (our title and part of the last verse of this psalm) in 
running this race that we are called to run (1Co_9:24). Our desire to obtain comes about as a 
result of the gift of faith that our Father gives us accompanied with his goodness and "mercy" 
that helps us fight a good fight of faith (Eph_2:8 , Rom_11:31 , 1Ti_6:12, Rom_2:4) 

The elect are being collectively dragged to Christ who is the author and finisher of that faith 
within His body the church (Heb_12:2 , Joh_6:44 , Col_1:24). So, clearly, this race and the 
perfecting-of-the-saints process that we are in is accomplished in the church (Christ's body) 
and is the reason why we are told to not forsake the assembling of the brethren as we each 
bring something to this 'race', to supply and help each other by bearing each other's burden 
which this race is promised to demand of us (Heb_10:25 , Mal_3:16 , Eph_4:16 , Mat_27:32 , 
Gal_6:2).

In this second part to our study with Psalm 59, we will look more closely at how this race is 
run as a kind of firstfruits of his creatures (Jas_1:18), being brought to declare that we are 
more than conquerors through Christ as the redeemed of the Lord who acknowledge God as 
our helper (Rom_8:37 , Psa_107:2 , Rom_8:31).

The spirit of liberty that God has given us is given for His purpose and to fulfill His will in our 
life and not to be selfishly used as an occasion for our own flesh (2Co_3:17 , Rom_8:15 , 
Gal_5:13). We "wait upon thee" to be our defence (verse 9). This "God of my mercy" causes us 
to see 'mine enemies' in order to come to know that eternal life is not obtained by our might or 
power but by his holy spirit. This 'view' is what makes it possible for us to mortify the deeds of 
our flesh (Rom_8:13 , 1Jn_2:15-17 , Joh_4:34 , 1Jn_4:17) which would otherwise get in the 
way and have us taking this liberty that we've been given for granted (Heb_5:7 , Heb_4:16 , 
Zec_4:6).

Last week the focus for the first 8 verses drew our attention to the thoroughness of what God 
first does,  awakening us to the enemies within us (Eph_5:14) and pointing to how diligently 
they must be put down.

We pray that, with our study this evening, that the Lord will make bright to us and help us 
understand how running a race lawfully, obediently, and working out our own salvation with 
fear and trembling, are gifts given to God's elect that are being worked out with the hope of 
glory within us (2Ti_2:5 , Act_5:30-32 , Col_1:27). 

Christ understands our need to be chastened and scourged of God as we learn obedience 
through the things which we suffer (Heb_12:6 , Heb_5:8) in hopes that we can be a humble 
and contrite people who He will work with, both to will and to do of His good pleasure in this 
age (Isa_66:2 , Eph_1:11).

To have God's "mercy" and "defence" in our life is to have our Father continue to work with 
the clay vessel that is marred in His hand and being made anew (Jer_18:4) by not letting the 
sword depart from our house (2Sa_12:10) and by continuing to let the hedge be taken down, 
putting away our fleshly defence through trials so that His power can rest upon us (2Co_12:9). 



We can learn of his righteousness because of the judgement that this sword brings upon our 
lives which are transparent unto God (Isa_26:9 ,  Psa_139:12 , Heb_4:13 , Luk_8:17).

Here are our verses for this week:

Psa 59:9  Because of his strength will I wait upon thee: for God is my defence. 
Psa 59:10  The God of my mercy shall prevent me: God shall let me see my desire 
upon mine enemies. 
Psa 59:11  Slay them not, lest my people forget: scatter them by thy power; and 
bring them down, O Lord our shield. 
Psa 59:12  For the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips let them even be 
taken in their pride: and for cursing and lying which they speak. 
Psa 59:13  Consume them in wrath, consume them, that they may not be: and let 
them know that God ruleth in Jacob unto the ends of the earth. Selah. 
Psa 59:14  And at evening let them return; and let them make a noise like a dog, 
and go round about the city. 
Psa 59:15  Let them wander up and down for meat, and grudge if they be not 
satisfied. 
Psa 59:16  But I will sing of thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the 
morning: for thou hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble. 
Psa 59:17  Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing: for God is my defence, and the 
God of my mercy. 

Psa_59:9  Because of his strength will I wait upon thee: for God is my defence. 
Psa 59:10  The God of my mercy shall prevent me: God shall let me see my desire 
upon mine enemies. 

(Psa_27:14) says the same thing as these two verses that remind us that the mind of Christ in 
us causes us to stand still and wait on the Lord and be of good courage. It is through the trials 
(1Co_10:13) that He delivers us and strengthens our hearts to witness to ourselves and 
eventually to all the world that He alone is our deliverer and "The God of my mercy" who shall 
"let me see my desire upon mine enemies" both within and without.

your comments are welcomed for any one of these verses

Psa_59:11  Slay them not, lest my people forget: scatter them by thy power; and 
bring them down, O Lord our shield. 

In this verse we see how God lets the sins of the Amorites come to a fullness (Gen_15:16) to 
witness to us how God has always been sovereign over all the nations within and without 
which will be brought down in His time and for His purposes. We are not utterly consumed 
because God is our shield and he destroys those ungodly nations within to purify the new 
nation we are becoming through Christ (Gal_6:16).



God is careful to leave this witness of scattered weaknesses throughout our land or in the 
earth for a season to keep us mindful and humbled by the fact that all the increase and 
overcoming of the beast is a gift freely given to us by a sovereignGod (Luk_1:51 , 1Co_3:6 , 
Deu_7:22) who is working the light and darkness and the good and the evil (Isa_45:7-9 , 
Rom_9:20) to the end that a new creation of holiness can be formed through Christ 
(Jer_18:4).

your comments are welcomed for any one of these verses

Psa_59:12  For the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips let them even be 
taken in their pride: and for cursing and lying which they speak. 
Psa 59:13  Consume them in wrath, consume them, that they may not be: and let 
them know that God ruleth in Jacob unto the ends of the earth. Selah. 

God is going to let the world know that when his judgements are in the earth men will learn 
righteousness (Isa_26:9), and it will be through those judgements that God will seek the 
occasions needed against the proud flesh of the nations to bring them to see what God willing 
we will see in this age that "the sin of [our] their mouth and the words of [our] their lips" have 
taken us in our pride (1Co_4:5) as this is all we can naturally do as that first marred vessel 
which cannot hold the true living waters of God's words of life (Isa_3:1).

your comments are welcomed for any one of these verses

Psa_59:14  And at evening let them return; and let them make a noise like a dog, 
and go round about the city.
 Psa 59:15  Let them wander up and down for meat, and grudge [murmur] if they 
be not satisfied. 

We see in (Psa_59:6-7) and now again in (Psa_59:14) the return of the persistent theme of 
our noisy flesh (noisome beast) that wants to surround our hearts or city and how God will 
frustrate us for this season where we are desirous of those things which in the long run will 
not satisfy and are not good for us as these verses admonish us (Rom_6:20-23).

But there is also difference between these two verses (6 and 14) and this is "made 
manifest"(1Co_4:5) in verse 15: "Let them wander... and grudge [murmur] if they be not 
satisfied". First we must be brought to see the noisome beast and to name it for what it is as 
we are shown in verses 6 and 7, but then we learn to "let them" make manifest what they are. 
In other words, we are all brought to "grudge" or murmur against the Lord until we don't, just 
as the children of Israel did over and over in their 40 year wilderness trek (Exo_16:2 , 
Exo_16:8 , Deu_8:2 , Gen_15:13 , Deu_8:16 , Heb_3:7-13 , Mat_24:12).

your comments are welcomed for any one of these verses



Psa_59:16  But I will sing of thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the 
morning: for thou hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble. 
Psa 59:17  Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing: for God is my defence, and the 
God of my mercy. 

God is showing us and reminding us over and over in His word that "the day of my trouble" is 
something that we must experience and be delivered from through Christ's strength which, 
when given to us, demonstrates the mercy of God to be our defence and refuge "in the day of 
my [our] trouble".(Rev_14:12 , 2Th_1:4 , Rev_13:10)

"the day of my trouble" or 'the day of our visitation' or 'the day of the Lord' or 'the great 
tribulation' or a myriad of other names that God gives it, is all the same thing. It is the 
destruction of the first man Adam and the building up and making of the new creation formed 
in Christ the second Adam. It is a glorious and blessed gift to see and recognize the tearing 
down of the old and the building up of this new temple today and the reason that we will sing: 
"for God is my [our] defence, and the God of my [our] mercy."

your comments are welcomed for these verses or any part of the study


