
"  Verily He is a God That Judgeth in the Earth  "
Psa_58:1-11

Psa 58:1  To the chief Musician, Altaschith, Michtam of David. Do ye indeed 
speak righteousness, O congregation? do ye judge uprightly, O ye sons of men? 
Psa 58:2  Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; ye weigh the violence of your hands 
in the earth. 
Psa 58:3  The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as 
they be born, speaking lies. 
Psa 58:4  Their poison is like the poison of a serpent: they are like the deaf adder
that stoppeth her ear; 
Psa 58:5  Which will not hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never so 
wisely. 
Psa 58:6  Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth: break out the great teeth of 
the young lions, O LORD. 
Psa 58:7  Let them melt away as waters which run continually: when he bendeth 
his bow to shoot his arrows, let them be as cut in pieces. 
Psa 58:8  As a snail which melteth, let every one of them pass away: like the 
untimely birth of a woman, that they may not see the sun. 
Psa 58:9  Before your pots can feel the thorns, he shall take them away as with a 
whirlwind, both living, and in his wrath. 
Psa 58:10  The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the vengeance: he shall 
wash his feet in the blood of the wicked. 
Psa 58:11  So that a man shall say, Verily there is a reward for the righteous: 
verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth.

This whole chapter is a continuation from last week regarding our reflection on what is and is 
not destroyed ("Altaschith"), as God judges our earth earth earth. It is so much easier to 
deflect these hard questions towards the "O congregation"  and away from ourselves,  and 
onto everyone 'out there', "O ye sons of men", "the wicked" "the young lion", etc. But we must 
continue to see ourselves in each of these verses, and we will God willing, as He continues to 
judge us today, as we continue to die daily -- today.

Psa_58:1  To the chief Musician, Altaschith, Michtam of David. Do ye indeed 
speak righteousness, O congregation? do ye judge uprightly, O ye sons of men? 

What a thought provoking question. How can we know that we "indeed speak righteousness" 
or "judge rightly"?

Do ye   indeed in silence speak righteousness? (ASV)
Is there righteousness in your mouths, O   you   gods? (BBE)
Do you   mighty people talk only to oppose justice?(CEV)
Do you   rulers ever give a just decision? (GNB)
Do ye indeed speak as a righteous company? (JPS)
Are ye, indeed, silent when righteousness, ye should speak? (Rotherham)
Is it true, O dumb one, righteously ye speak? (YTL)
Do ye indeed speak righteousness, O congregation? (KJV)



Pro_31:30  Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she 
shall be praised. 

If we can acknowledge and be convinced of God that we live by every word that procedeth out 
of His mouth (Mat_4:4) and that all of the verses in this Psalm apply to our own deceitful and 
desperately wicked hearts (Jer_17:9), then we are of all men and woman most blessed to 
confess Christ before men. And through this confession he will in turn confess us before the 
Father (Mat_10:32), and this confession is another way of saying that we know God and Jesus
Christ which is eternal life (Joh_17:3).

When we confess the true Christ before men, and not be silent, we are presenting another 
Jesus from the one who is commonly taught in all of Babylon. The true gospel is rejected 
through the apostasy formed in man's hearts, from very early in the history of the church. 
Remarkably, miraculously, over and over 'is was and will be', the true Jesus, the true stay of 
bread and water (Isa_3:1) is rejected in those who are called throughout the ages by God's 
design (Gal_1:6 , 1Sa_16:14 , Hos_4:6 , Rom_9:19-21). 

We are also reminded throughout history that the elect of God is never meant to grow in this 
age into the massive congregations that we see in the world, but rather a little flock 
(Luk_12:32) that would be scattered (Mat_22:14 , Mat_26:31) and rejected as Christ was 
(Isa_53:3 , Mar_13:13 , Zec_13:7 , 1Jn_4:17). 

We reject Christ and then we are rejected as 'the Christ', not only from the world but from 
those who are closest to us -- "they of our own household"(Mat_10:36). God uses all things 
(2Co_4:15) to destroy our love for all that is in the world, represented by Esau (1Jn_2:15-17). 
Our Father bring us to only want to cleave to Christ, represented by Jacob (Rom_9:13), and in
doing this we do eventually learn "to judge rightly" as the Lord gives us the power and leading 
through the comforter to accomplish this (Joh_16:13 , Rom_8:14 , Joh_5:30). 

Why would Christ make this statement in Joh_5:30 if he was not in sinful flesh that needed to
be brought into subjection unto the will of the Father as we ought (1Jn_4:17 , Luk_11:2 , 
Heb_5:8)?

Christ's righteousness is just that: 'Christ's righteousness' from the Father (Joh_16:15 , 
Joh_5:19 , Job_42:2, Psa_11:7 , 1Jn_3:10) and not ours; and the reason why we cannot 
"indeed speak righteousness" or "judge rightly", unless we are being blessed and sanctified in 
this age (Rev_1:3) beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord as we change (2Co_3:18) is 
because of the hope of glory that abides within us as it did in Christ (Col_1:27 , Joh_15:5 , 
Joh_3:34-35). 

your comments are welcomed for this first verse

Psa_58:2  Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; ye weigh the violence of your hands 
in the earth. 
Psa_58:3  The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they
be born, speaking lies. 
Psa_58:4  Their poison is like the poison of a serpent: they are like the deaf adder 
that stoppeth her ear; 
Psa_58:5  Which will not hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never so 



wisely. 

These next few verses drive the point home that we who have our "hands in the earth" earth 
earth of (Jer_22:29) are the ones that "work wickedness" and "are estranged from the womb" 
(Eze_14:5 , Gal_1:6 , Psa_51:5 , Rom_1:20) as soon as we are born. 

To "weigh the violence of your hands in the earth" is to yet have a wicked heart that is still 
involved to some degree or another with the affairs of this world which Christ is working out 
of us as he blows the trumpet through His ministry of reconciliation (2Co_5:18) and tells us to
"come out her my people" (Isa_58:1 , 2Co_6:17) through a process of being dragged by our 
Father to Christ (Joh_18:36 , Joh_6:44 , Heb_12:2).

These lies and secret sins (Psa_19:12 , 1Jn_1:8) that are yet within us are "like the poison of a 
serpent" "like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear" and once again our own iniquities chasten 
us or sting us (Jer_2:19 , Mat_12:34-37), and it is the positive example of the adder that heals 
us in the wilderness that we're coming out of (Num_21:8-9 , Rev_9:5).

Thanks be to God that we know that these stings are only for a season and that although they 
produce death to the first man Adam, Christ will rise up out of the darkness where light 
proceeds from, after we go through this process of maturing, as he takes away our blind eyes 
and deaf ears that "will not hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never so wisely. " 
(1Co_15:55 , Zec_1:4 , Jer_29:12).

does anyone have any comments for these verses?

Psa_58:6  Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth: break out the great teeth of 
the young lions, O LORD. 

Breaking the teeth of the young lions here speaks to us of taking away their strength and 
nourishment which happens as a result of our own wayward hearts (Jer_2:13-15). We are 
those young lions before we are not, and that plucking the "spoil out of his [our] teeth of 
"(Job_29:17 [spoil" = meat or prey]) will humble us (Isa_3:1). Once that is accomplished, the 
sword will be able to "devour thy young lions" of (Nah_2:13).

The breaking of teeth is also symbolic of taking away our ability to chew on or hear or digest 
the word of God, and if the great teeth are taken away we certainly will not be able to be 
chewing on any strong meat of the word. This in itself is a great trial to not understand or 
perceive the word of God as He leaves us for a season to grapple in the dark and feel as "young
lions" who have had "the great teeth" broken so that we cannot cut our food (Pro_24:7).

Conversely, a healthy mouth has 32 teeth and that adds up to (5) which is grace and faith, and 
the food eaten is tried by (2) to prove that it is God's spiritual words and that we are not 
thinking above what is written as we compare spirit with spirit (1Co_4:6 , 1Co_2:13). The 
desired effect of receiving that nourishment or grace 3+2  is the needful process of judgement 
(3) that God's word brings upon our first man Adam that must be destroyed.

does anyone have any comments for this verse?



Psa_58:7  Let them melt away as waters which run continually: when he bendeth 
his bow to shoot his arrows, let them be as cut in pieces. 
Psa_58:8  As a snail which melteth, let every one of them pass away: like the 
untimely birth of a woman, that they may not see the sun. 

The rest of this study is more confirmation that we are called to learn righteousness and serve 
a God "that judgeth in the earth"(Isa_26:9) and that He uses all the physical realities that we 
see around us, all for our sakes (2Co_4:15) to teach us the eternal principles that are found in 
Christ (Rom_1:20 , Rev_22:13). 

Without these judgements in the earth being orchestrated by God through Christ (Eph_1:11 , 
1Co_8:6 , Col_1:18), we would not be able to compare spiritual with spiritual and so this 
physical reality is the tool that God uses to open our spiritual eyes to His grandeur and 
majestic plan that tells us that flesh and blood will not inherit the kingdom of God 
(1Co_15:50).

With this in mind, it becomes more apparent why these verses must sound so 'fatalistic', 
because that is exactly what it is for the flesh. The first carnal nature and soul must be judged 
and destroyed so that we can become a new creation in Christ (Mat_10:28 , Eph_2:10 , 
2Co_5:17).

We are "melt away as waters which run continually" and we are being "cut in pieces" by the 
"arrows" of God's word that is judging us in this age (Jos_2:10-11 , Psa_107:26 , 1Pe_4:17).

We are also likened unto "snail which melteth" escargo that must go, as well as "the untimely 
birth of a woman" to shadow for us that God sees all the new creation as something that he 
has given to us as a free gift and we are as unprofitable and helpless to God as "the untimely 
birth of a woman" (Luk_17:10,  1Co_15:8 miscarriage Mat_10:39).

does anyone have any comments for these verses?

Psa_58:9  Before your pots can feel the thorns, he shall take them away as with a 
whirlwind, both living, and in his wrath. 

There are many parts of God's creation that are sacrificed for us all to bring us back to a 
singular point that no flesh should glory in God's sight (1Co_1:29). This verse tells us that God
is the one who gives and takes away just as He did in Job's life with the "whirlwind" that swept
away his first family for our sakes to show us once again that God is not interested in 
establishing us in the earth, but rather judging us in it and creating something new out of it.

That word "whirlwind" is H8175  which is also to be horribly and sorely afraid in other verses 
(Jer_2:12; Eze_27:35 , Eze_32:10), and it is "as a storm that hurls him [i.e. the rich man in 
Job's parable here] out of his place" (Job_27:21 , Mat_24:27 , 2Th_2:8). This is a very sober 
visual of the life and times of you and me.

That heat in the cauldron (pot)  with the bramble (thorns) is not the end of the story 
(Luk_6:44 , Mat_13:30 , 1Pe_4:12) but it is our story (Lam_4:11 , Nah_1:6 , Exo_15:7-8 , 
Psa_46:2-3 , Joh_5:4)



does anyone have any comments for this verse?

Psa_58:10  The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the vengeance: he shall 
wash his feet in the blood of the wicked. 
Psa_58:11  So that a man shall say, Verily there is a reward for the righteous: 
verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth. 

Once again we thank God that we see that we live by every word and are given to acknowledge 
that we are guilty of the blood of the prophets from 'Abel to Zacharias' (Mat_23:35). As such, 

God's word can actually have the desired effect of washing our "feet"H6471 or our "steps"  or 
our "times" (Rev_12:11  , Rev_7:14 , 2Ki_5:10).

We do learn to rejoice in knowing that God is taking vengeance on our own sinful nature 
(Rom_12:19) because we come to truly know that only He can "speak righteousness" and 
"judge uprightly" as we discussed in verse one (Isa_4:4, Eze_16:9)

This last verse "So that a man shall say, Verily there is a reward for the righteous: verily he is a
God that judgeth in the earth." is shadowed in the actions of Moses and also declared by the 
apostle Paul in these following last two verses of our study entitled "Verily He is a God 
That Judgeth in the Earth".

Heb_11:25  [Moses]Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 
Heb_11:26  Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in 
Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. 
Heb_11:27  By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, 
as seeing him who is invisible. 

Php_3:8  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but 
dung, that I may win Christ, 
Php 3:9  And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of 
the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which 
is of God by faith: 
Php 3:10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 
Php 3:11  If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 
Php 3:12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, 
if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
Php 3:13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
Php 3:14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

does anyone have any comments on these last two verses?


