
"Save me, O God, by thy name, and judge me by thy strength"
Psa_54:1-7

Psa 54:1 To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when the Ziphims 
(1Sa_23:19) came and said to Saul, Doth not David hide himself with us? Save me, O God, by thy 
name, and judge me by thy strength. 
Psa 54:2  Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth. 
Psa 54:3  For strangers are risen up against me, and oppressors seek after my soul: they have not 
set God before them. Selah. 
Psa 54:4  Behold, God is mine helper: the Lord is with them that uphold my soul. 
Psa 54:5  He shall reward evil unto mine enemies: cut them off in thy truth. 
Psa 54:6  I will freely sacrifice unto thee: I will praise thy name, O LORD; for it is good. 
Psa 54:7  For he hath delivered me out of all trouble: and mine eye hath seen his desire upon 
mine enemies. 

If we are going to be saved in this age it will be by God's name, his word, and the judgement that He brings upon 
us, which enables us to keep that word and live those words out in this life to His glory as we go from glory to 
glory (2Co_3:18), being judged by his strength and healed by His mercy and kindness that are operating with 
grace and faith that are saving us (Eph_2:8 , Act_14:22 , Heb_12:2).

It is not the judgement of man that we seek in each other but the strong judgement of God which is just and 
righteous as we follow each other as we follow Christ (Mat_4:19 , 1Co_11:1). 

That judgement that proceeds from heaven is the only judgement that matters as all of our life is a process of 
bringing every thought into the obedience of Christ's mind (2Co_10:5) which is the mind that will be obedient 
and a mind that proceeds from the Father and is given to us through Christ and His body (Jas_1:17 , 1Co_2:16 , 
Eph_3:10 , Rom_3:27). 

That right judgement of God is found within the body of Christ today (1Co_6:3-4), and as we grow in maturity 
while learning to utilize the entire body of Christ, our judgements become more sound because of the safety that 
is accompanied with that judgement within the multitude of counsellors that God gives us in each other 
(Pro_11:14 , Eph_4:16). 

The shadow of man's judgement verses the judgement of God that convicts us and brings us to change is 
brilliantly demonstrated with King David on the occasion that Nathan the prophet came to him. We hear David's 
judgement of what should happen to the man, and it is full of righteous indignation. This spirit is contrasted with
the messenger of God who was used to convict David that he was the man, and that messenger represents Christ 
coming to us in our darkest hour when we are absolutely convinced of our own innocence having reasoned away 
our own iniquities which God will use to chasten us at the right time whether in this age or in the great white 
throne judgement (2Sa_12:5-7 , Jer_2:19 , Joh_9:41). 

God's elect are judged so that we can be saved and judge the rest of the world (Oba_1:21). We must live by every 
word of God, and come to experience how fragile our life is without the strength that God gives us through the 
body of Christ -- his right arm that He uses to " judge me by thy strength" (Psa_89:20-26 , Isa_62:8). 

Christ tells us his judgement is just because he sought not his own judgment but that of the Father's, and we can 
say the same thing in that we are not wanting to know Christ after the flesh in each other, but rather we are 
seeking out that judgement that will set things right for each of us so that our walk will reflect the mind of Christ 
which obeys God's commandments and is subject to one another as unto Christ. This can only happen if we are 
given to stop judging by mere appearances, as Christ showed us we all do ...until we don't (1Pe_4:17 , Eph_5:21 , 
Joh_8:15).

The disciples were used to demonstrate to us countless times how they judged matters after the flesh and each 
time it was not good judgement being displayed as they could not yet understand the motifs and reasoning 
behind all that Christ was doing (Joh_4:27 Story of Samaritan woman at the well a symbol of Christ talking 
to the elect in this age (Rev_1:3), Luk_9:54 The sons of thunder incident revealing the unconverted mind who 
do not yet know these verses (Php_1:15-18 , Luk_9:49-50 , Rom_8:31 , Luk_9:56),  Luk_2:49 Our families 
sorrowfully look for us and do not understand that we "must be about my Father's business"). This again is 
another example and shadow of how we initially judge after the flesh because we do not yet know that we "must 



be about my Father's business".

The lesson is for us to learn to not lean unto our own understanding but to let the word of God be the final arbiter
of all that we say and do as God gives us increase to be able to skillfully use that word for the edifying and 
building up of the body of Christ in love (1Th_5:11 , Eph_4:16). 

God alone can bring us to stop relying on the wisdom of men and bring us to operate by the power of God 
(1Co_2:5 , 1Co_3:6) that does not lean unto our own understanding (Pro_3:5-9). There is no other way to be 
brought to trust in God with a deep trust but through trials and tribulations which God works in our life in order 
to receive us and strengthen and settle and establish us (2Co_1:9 , 1Ti_4:10 , Heb_12:6).

The truth remains that it is only by being subject to Christ in each other that we will grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord as one body (2Pe_3:18). If we are granted that gift in this age, it will come at the 
destruction of our first man Adam that must be destroyed together through judgement and within the body of 
Christ (Mat_18:3-4 , Mat_18:14-17). 

The context of Mat 18 speaks of becoming as little children in order to inherit the kingdom of God and very 
importantly shows us how we are to judge matters within the body of Christ in the prescribed manner that God 
has given us to the end that we will end up having the teachable mind of Christ and be seen of our Father as little 
children, as His obedient sons.

It is a paradox to the world around us, and to our yet carnal flesh, but the way we receive one another in Christ is 
through the washing of the word, through judgement that is either received like a little child and given with great
care and love, or not received as a child. God's judgement is shown with mercy from those who show it so they 
may obtain mercy (Mat_5:7) or it is not shown with mercy leaving a millstone around our necks (Luk_17:2).

Judging righteous judgement takes faith that has been tried and going through a life time of tribulation. Those 
fiery trials are needful to settle and strengthen us in this age if God is working with us (1Pe_5:10). We beseech 
the Lord therefore that he will "Save me, O God, by thy name, and judge me by thy strength" because all 
other judgement of man's fleshly reasoning or outward judgement without introspective dying daily judgement 
will just put the beast back on the throne of our hearts and we will begin to say 'we see', and that we can judge 
correctly and have no need of others because 'we see'.  What does Christ tell us of this spirit: (Joh_9:41 , parallel 
theses verses Joh_5:30).

Psa_54:1  To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when the Ziphims 
(1Sa_23:19) came and said to Saul, Doth not David hide himself with us? Save me, O God, by thy 
name, and judge me by thy strength. 

The parable in this part of scripture is showing us that our sins will find us out, and David cannot hide himself in 
the earth, or in this case with the Ziphites who end up betraying David which demonstrates that the outward 
man dies daily, but the inward man is renewed day by day (David as a type of the new man and the Ziphims as a 
type of the old).

It is a good thing to have our own iniquities chasten us, or in this type and shadow experience of David, the tribe 

of the Ziphims were used to seek an occasion against the flesh of David. "Ziphims" H2130  according to Brown-
Driver-Briggs is defined as "smelters" http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smelting: 

Smelting is a form of extractive metallurgy; its main use is to produce a base metal from its ore. This 
includes production of silver, iron, copper and other base metals from their ores. Smelting makes use 
of heat and a chemical reducing agent to decompose the ore, driving off other elements as 
gasses or slag and leaving just the metal base behind. The reducing agent is commonly a source 
of carbon [the Ziphims!]such as coke, or in earlier times charcoal. The carbon (or carbon monoxide 
derived from it) removes oxygen from the ore, leaving behind the elemental metal.   

(Isa_48:10, Deu_4:20) We die without oxygen and the new man is borne just as in this physical type God has 
given us in smelting.

David concludes correctly for our sakes that the only way out of this wits' end situation is to cry out "Save me, O 
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God, by thy name, and judge me by thy strength."

any comments on this first verse or any part of the study up to now?

Psa_54:2  Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words [sayings] of my mouth.

This first verse sets the stage for how David is going to be moved to cry out to God. He beseeches God:  "Hear my 
prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth" and as discussed above, this prayer, this desire of David, is 
motivated by oppressors in his life who are coming up against him, it brings to mind this verse once again 
(2Co_1:9). 

any comments on this second verse?

Psa_54:3  For strangers are risen up against me, and oppressors seek after my soul: they have 
not set God before them. Selah. 

When this experience comes upon us of having strangers which represents the uncircumcised in heart rise up 
against us (Act_7:51), we need to be vigilant and diligent to go to God and cry out for the faith we need that can 
quench all the fiery darts of Satan that come from "oppressors [that] seek after my soul: they have not set God 
before them. Selah. "(Eph_6:16 , Mar_9:24).

When Israel fled from Egypt we know that great energies were expended, and displacement occurred of all their 
livelihood. This was all a shadow for us of what Christ promised would be part of the cost that we have to live as 
His disciples in this age (Mar_10:29-30 , Mat_10:37-38).

any comments on this third verse?

Psa_54:4  Behold, God is mine helper: the Lord is with them that uphold my soul. 
Psa_54:5  He shall reward evil unto mine enemies: cut them off in thy truth. 

Inwardly God is our helper (Heb_13:6 , Rom_8:31 , Php_4:13), but also those who have Christ in them are 
looking for ways to uphold the body of Christ, the soul of Christ. Why? (Mar_14:34 , Mat_26:41 , Act_14:22 , we 
are this angel for one another in the garden Luk_22:43). 

We need to uphold  each other, we need to be each others helper and God is witnessing this discipleship today 
through the elect (Joh_13:35) all to his glory and honour (Col_3:17 , Php_2:13) as He works in us to fill up what 
is behind of the afflictions of Christ (Col_1:24). 

The evil within us is "cut off in thy truth" so that one day God willing we will be raised as Saviours who will be 
used to cut or circumcise the nations without of the carnal first man Adam that we all start off as (Heb_4:12 , 
2Th_2:8 , Mat_24:30 , Rev_1:7).

any comments on this these verses?

Psa_54:6  I will freely H5071 sacrifice unto thee: I will praise thy name, O LORD; for it is good. 
Psa_54:7  For he hath delivered me out of all trouble: and mine eye hath seen his desire upon 
mine enemies. 

We see by definition that the word freely is connected to sacrifice and used that way many times in God's word. 
We are being shown that if we are granted to present ourselves as a living sacrifice to God freely, the truth of that 
sacrificial relationship we have with Christ will set us free (Joh_8:32 , Gal_6:9).

freely H5071    - Original: נ u1491 בu1492     - Transliteration: N@dabah    - Phonetic: ned-aw-baw'
- Definition: 

1. voluntariness, free-will offering 
a. voluntariness 
b. freewill, voluntary, offering 

mailto:N@dabah


- Origin: from H5068
- TWOT entry: 1299a
- Part(s) of speech: Noun Feminine 

- Strong's: From H5068; properly (abstractly) spontaneity or (adjectively) spontaneous; also (concretely) a 
spontaneous or (by inference in plural) abundant gift: - free (-will) offering freely plentiful voluntary (-ily 
offering) willing (-ly offering). 

Total KJV Occurrences: 26 
 •freely, 2

 Psa_54:6; Hos_14:4 
 
 •offering, 10

 Exo_35:29; Lev_7:16; Lev_22:21; Lev_22:23; Num_15:3; Deu_16:10; Deu_23:23; Ezr_1:4; Ezr_3:5; 
Ezr_8:28 

 
 •offerings, 9

 Exo_36:3; Lev_22:18; Lev_23:38; Num_29:39; Deu_12:6; Deu_12:17; 2Ch_31:14; Psa_119:108; Amo_4:5 
 
 •plentiful, 1

 Psa_68:9 
 
 •voluntarily, 1

 Eze_46:12 
 
 •voluntary, 1

 Eze_46:12 
 
 •willing, 1

 Psa_110:3 
 
 •willingly, 1

 2Ch_35:8 
 

God's elect are granted today to freely H5071 sacrifice unto God as we present our bodies a living sacrifice 
(Rom_12:1 , Joh_6:44), and this is our logical divine service unto God. Why? (Joh_6:68).

Rom_12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,

holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable G3050 service G2999 .

Finally we are shown in this last verse what God's intention always was for our life "For he hath delivered me
out of all trouble: and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine enemies."

This is accomplished by overcoming our own will which is always at the door of our hearts trying to preserve its 
own life rather than lay our life down so that we can find life (Mat_16:25). 

To be delivered out of "all trouble" is to be delivered from the much tribulation that God purposed for each of us 
so that the structure of God's temple has been made ready to support the world that will one day come to see that
the dream is one and that God is able to save them in their time, by using the kings and priests that He is making 
ready (Eph_2:10 , Rev_19:7). This readiness is fulfilled by our being blessed to fulfill this verse in this age today 
"Save me, O God, by thy name, and judge me by thy strength."

any comments on these last two verses?
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