
"Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation"
Psa_51:12-15

Psa 51:12  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free 
spirit. 
Psa 51:13  Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted 
unto thee. 
Psa 51:14  Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and 
my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 
Psa 51:15  O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Last week we talked about how God causes us to "hear joy and gladness" which comes about as a
result of the seed of Christ dying daily within us (Rom_6:4).

We are baptized into his death day by day (1Co_15:31) so that we can be raised into heavenly 
places (Eph_2:6) where we abide with an earnest expectation (Eph_1:14 , 2Co_1:22 , Php_1:20 ,
Col_1:27) that causes us to "hear joy and gladness". 

In this week's study, we will once again “hear” the sovereignty of God in all the action words that
will, God willing, fill up what is within us of the afflictions of Christ (Col_1:24).

The order of those action words in last week's study were as follows:

1.In verse 8: "make me to hear" 
2.In verse 9: "hide thy face from my sins" & "blot out all my iniquities"
3.In verse 10 "create in me a clean heart" & "renew a right spirit within me"
4.In verse 11: "cast me not away from your presence" & "take not your holy spirit from me"

In 3 of the 4 verses we look at in tonight’s study, we see the last of the series of such 'actions':

5.  In verse 12: "restore unto me the joy of thy salvation" & "uphold me with thy free spirit"
6. In verse 14: "Deliver me from bloodguiltiness"
7. In verse 15 "O Lord, open thou my lips"

The psalmist acknowledges in verse 13, the effect of what will happen as a result of the Lord 
working in his life: "Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted 
unto thee", and we continue to see this pattern unfold for most of the rest of the psalm.

God is mercifully showing the elect through this psalm how He is the one who brings about the 
spiritual conditions in our life that shape and mold us into fishers of men (Mat_4:19) or said 
another way, a new creation (2Co_5:17), demonstrated in shadow by the physical events of the 
old covenant and in particular the life of King David and his/this particular psalm.

In tonight’s study we will look at some of those 'actions' that must come about in order that God 
restore "the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me [us] with thy free spirit". 

The end result of God working all these 'actions' within our being (through Christ who is 
accomplishing this both to will and to do within us (Php_2:13)) is what enables us to say with 
confidence that "my mouth shall shew forth thy praise" of verse 15 (the last verse of tonight's 
study).



our first verse tonight:

Psa_51:12  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free 
spirit. 

Christ is the joy of our salvation (Heb_12:2), being our savior and the one we look to, to enable 
us to endure all things and drink the cup that we've been promised we can drink. We are held up
by his "free spirit" that Christ gives to those who are dragged to him by our Father (Mat_10:8 , 
2Co_3:15-17 , Joh_7:37 , Joh_6:44).

Reflecting on the intent of this first word “Restore” in this verse, we see how we are learning to 
freely receive this process of salvation and freely give back the words of love and encouragement
that we receive:

[i.e. To be restoredH7725  with the "hiphil" expression of this verb[HGH8685] which shows 
that it is a caused action.

And here is one other example where H7725 (in this 'hiphil' expression) is used to show this 
caused process of salvation promised to us in (Zec_10:9-10):
Zec 10:9  And I will sow them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries; 
and they shall live with their children, and turn again. 
Zec 10:10  I will bring them againH7725 [H8689] also out of the land of Egypt, and gather 
them out of Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall 
not be found for them. 

So we learn in this caused process that we can in turn uphold others with God's word which is 
spirit that is able to quicken us and restore unto us "the joy of thy salvation" (Joh_6:63). 

So what does it mean to receive this spirit? A look at the word "free" at the end of this verse  12 
tells us (Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy freeH5081 
spiritH7307).   Looking at other verses that use H5081 shows us just how we are upheld with 
the ruachH7307/spirit which brings "thy salvation":

Psa_47:9  The princesH5081 [Gal_5:1 , 2Co_3:17] of the people are gathered together, even 
the people of the God of Abraham: for the shields of the earth belong unto God: he is greatly 
exalted. 

1Sa_2:8  He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to 
set them among princesH5081, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of 
the earth are the LORD'S, and he hath set the world upon them. 

2Ch_29:31  Then Hezekiah answered and said, Now ye have consecrated yourselves unto the 
LORD, come near and bring sacrifices and thank offerings into the house of the LORD. And the 
congregation brought in sacrifices and thank offerings; and as many as were of a freeH5081 
heart burnt offerings. 

any comments on our first verse?



Psa_51:13  Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted
unto thee. 

When will we be able teach transgressors his ways so that sinners can be converted unto him? 
We are upheld by His free spirit (Christ and his Christ - his princes) as mentioned in the 
previous verse that enables us to teach transgressors his ways both within and without 
(Psa_51:12 , Eph_3:10). 

That free spirit was shadowed only on the outside of man's hearts as they were moved of God to 
do what God had predetermined from the foundation of the world to be the shadows that point 
to the reality of Christ (1Pe_1:12 , 1Co_10:11). 

In like manner the spirit of God brooded over the waters in the creation story as an anti-type or 
shadow of how God was planning to work with all men in time. 

The spirit of Christ was with them in the old covenant brooding over all the creation of God as 
typified in (Gen_1:2) awaiting   the adoption of the son  s of God (Rom_8:23) when the reality of 
that seventh day rest could be realized (Tit_2:13-14) in the blessed few who are able to 
experience that seventh day rest today in Christ (Heb_4:1). 

The reality of all those shadows of the old covenant do not have any effect on us even when we as
Peter know the 'real'' Christ after the flesh for three and a half years. It is only when the 
comforter comes to Peter (and us) and lead him (and us) into all truth (Joh_16:13 , Joh_16:7) 
that the spirit brings him/us into remembrance of what God was doing through a process of 
comparing spiritual with spiritual using the physical types and shadows available (1Co_2:13 , 
Rom_1:20). 

In this new converted state where the spirit of God is no longer just brooding on the outside of 
Peter, we are enabled to be used of God to feed the lambs and sheep being a converted disciple 
of Christ (part of that free spirit, an adopted son, Christ's Christ) who is resting in the Lord and 
become zealous of good works that are no longer attributed to our own zeal but accomplished by
the grace of God (Luk_22:32 , Luk_22:33-34).

any comments on this verse?

Psa_51:14  Deliver me from bloodguiltiness H1818, O God, thou God of my 
salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 
 
In order to be delivered from "bloodguiltiness" we have to be brought to see and believe that we 
are guilty of all "bloodguiltiness" (Mat_23:35) and at that point by the grace and faith of God we 
can be living sacrifices (Gal_2:20) who sigh and cry for all the abominations of this world 
(Eze_9:4), as we acknowledge that God is the one through Christ who is enabling us to carry the 
cross that our Lord calls us to carry if we are going to be His disciples (Luk_23:34 , Mat_16:24).

We "sing aloud of thy righteousness" as a result of the wonderful works unto the children of men
that bring us to our wits' end and to a place of confession that we are that generation who are 
being brought to see that we are guilty of all "bloodguiltiness" but also blessed and forgiven of 
our sins because of God's goodness which has led us to acknowledge that guilt and the sacrifice 
of Christ which takes away the sins of the world within us (Psa_107:31 , Rom_2:4 , Joh_3:16).

any comments on this verse?



Psa_51:15  O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

We have come full circle now, 

...beginning with the reflection of  how (i.e. those caused actions) we are restored H7725 “the 
joy of thy salvation” of verse 12, after we go through this process of dying daily (our bones 
broken/humbled/afflicted/crushed from last week's study) and being judged in the earth today 
as God's kind of first fruits because, as we saw, He causes us to:

"make me to hear" (verse 8), 
"hide thy face from my sins" & "blot out all my iniquities" (verse 9), 
"create in me a clean heart" & "renew a right spirit within me" (verse 10)
"cast me not away from your presence" & "take not your holy spirit from me" (verse 11), 
"restore unto me the joy of thy salvation" & "uphold me with thy free spirit" (verse 12),
"Deliver me from bloodguiltiness" (verse 14)
"open thou my lips" (verse 15)

…and ending with our reflection on the way in which those fruits are rendered through this 
caused process of verse 13, bringing “thy salvation” (verse 12) to fruition. It is hidden from the 
world, but simply given to us who are called to hear:

Pro_12:14 A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth: and the recompence of a 

man's hands shall be renderedH7725 H7725  unto him. 

Jer_23:3   And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven 

them, and will bring them againH7725  to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and 
increase. 

Psa_51:13  Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted  H7725  
unto thee.

Psa_51:12  RestoreH7725 unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 

Next week, Lord willing, we aim to end this psalm with one more reflection, focussing on t  he 
end result of God working all these action statements within our being through Christ who is 
accomplishing this both to will and to do within us (Php_2:13), showing us what brings us to 
have a heart that is humble and contrite (Psa_51:17), and after these things occur within us then 
"Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole 
burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar" (which is the very last verse of 
psalm 51 and the focus for next week).

any comments on this last verse of our study?


