
"Our guide even unto death."
'our guide unto perfection'

part 2
   Psa_48:4-14

Last week we discussed how Christ is our guide even unto death as God's spirit gives us the 
ability to be crucified with Christ (Gal_2:20) which represents that dying daily process 
(1Co_15:31) that enables us to be led by His spirit (Rom_8:14); or said another way to be able to 
do our Father's will which is accomplished because of the hope of glory within us (Rom_5:5 , 
Col_1:27 , Joh_15:13). 

We are able to endure all things through Christ (Col_1:24 , Php_4:13 , Joh_5:30 , Joh_15:5)  as 
we mortify the deeds of the flesh with God's power (Rom_8:13) and grow in our ability to 

discern what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect 
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, will of God (Rom_12:2). 

The perfect 
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 will of God is accomplished by Christ who is the end 
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 of the law 
(Rom_10:4) and the one who is working in us both to will and to do of our Father's good 
pleasure (Php_2:13) which is to worship God in spirit and truth (Joh_4:23-24) where we find 
the glorious liberty of the children of God (Rom_8:21 , Eph_4:13). This bondage of corruption 
mentioned in Rom 8:13 is the law of Moses (1Ti_1:9) when we don't see it as the schoolmaster 
that it is (Gal_3:24 , Gal_4:1-2). The schoolmaster is good for its intended purpose, however the

goal is clearly stated in (Jas_3:2 , Heb_6:1) where we see the word perfect 
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being used 
once again:

Jas 3:2  For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect 
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 man, and able also to bridle the whole body [the church and our own part in that 
temple]. 

Heb 6:1  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto 

perfection
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 ; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith 
toward God, 

God uses every member of the body to bring about this perfecting of the saints as we our helpers 
of each others joy with the word of truth spoken in love (Eph_4:15) and with the understanding 
that we have no dominion over each others faith (2Co_1:24). 

The man that is being perfected in each of us is Christ (Act_4:12) who is increasing as we 
decrease, the old man and the new man scenerio (Joh_3:30). God is giving that increase 
(1Co_3:6) as we learn to not think above what is written (1Co_4:6), and as we learn to speak a 
pattern of sound words (2Ti_1:13) which God will bring to those who are entreatable in this age 
(Isa_66:2 , Mat_18:3). God's elect are being given to be able to receive this manifold knowledge 
and understanding of our Lord which is being manifested through the church in advance of the 
rest of the world (Joseph laying up store) (Eph_3:10-11 , Col_1:26-27).  

side point to study these three words in E-Sword: "manifest, manifested, manifold"

Eph 4:11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; 



Eph 4:12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ: 

Eph 4:13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 

a perfect 
G5046

 man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: 
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τελειος

teleios
Thayer Definition:
1) brought to its end, finished
2) wanting nothing necessary to completeness
3) perfect
4) that which is perfect

4a) consummate human integrity and virtue
4b) of men

4b1) full grown, adult, of full age, mature
Part of Speech: adjective
A Related Word by Thayer’s/Strong’s Number: from G5056
Citing in TDNT: 8:67, 1161

When we are about our Father's business as Christ was,  we are proving the will of our Father 
and learning of what will truly sustain us through this wilderness of sin we are in, as we are 
emboldened and empowered by God through Christ who is the author and finisher of our faith 
both to will and to do of our Father's good pleasure, which is the perfecting the saints through 
the saints so we can be of one mind and worship God in spirit and truth, giving God the glory for
all things (Joh_21:22 , Mat_16:24 , Joh_4:32 , 1Co_10:31 , Jer_9:24). 

This process and manifold wisdom is being accomplished through the body of Christ, through 
the various functions and every joint that supplies (Eph_3:10). Every part is critical whether we 
know it or not (1Co_12:23), and God is going to bring the elect to see this intimate connection 
more and more as we see Christ less and less after the flesh. This painful process for our flesh, 
our carnal minds, is what God uses to bring us to become a sea of glass that reflect the glory of 
God together as one body of living waters (Rev_15:2 , Joh_7:38).

By putting our will and our life and time aside and saying with our Lord nevertheless not my will
but your will be done (Mat_12:50 , 1Jn_2:16 , Rom_12:1-2 , Luk_22:42) as opposed to the 
natural way which seems right unto all men (Pro_14:12 , Rom_3:4) we will by the grace and 
faith of Christ be able to be guided by Christ and his Christ unto death, so that we 
can live (Rom_6:3-5 , Mar_8:35).

God's way will have us going down a narrow path which leads to eternal (1Jn_2:25 aoian) life 
(Ecc_7:1). God's way will have our flesh going through much tribulation (Act_14:22) so that we 
learn to trust in the living God and no longer put our confidence in the flesh of men, especially 
but not exclusively our own flesh (2Co_1:8-9 , 2Co_5:16 , Php_3:3 , Joh_4:24 , 2Co_5:16 , 
1Co_12:7 , Eph_3:10-11).



The first three verses of this psalm which set the stage for how God is showing His people that 
nothing is impossible for Him, and that because He is our helper and because we are elevated 
with Him in heavenly places we can find our refuge in Him as we praise him in a spirit of 
thankfulness for the high calling He has given us as we learn what God's love is, and what it 
produces in our lives, and how it is all unfolding so that we can show that same mercy to the rest
of the world that He is showing to us in this age (Joh_15:13 , Rom_11:31).

In this week's study we'll be looking more closely at the process of the death of the first man 
Adam and how it is a troubling experience for our flesh but the greatest blessing for our spirit 
that we cannot fully fathom. Even seeing in part, God is able to hold us up and keep us from 
falling (Jud_1:24), or being so easily beset (Rom_2:4 , Heb_12:1) when we are appointed to fall 
as we all are appointed to do so seven symbolic times in our life in Christ (Rom_8:18 , 1Co_2:9-
10 , 1Co_13:12 , Pro_24:16) . 

God's plan for overcoming the beasts in our life is very systematic, little by little, lest a pestilence
come upon the land (Deu_7:22).  That pestilence is not understanding God's sovereignty, and 
how all things are working together for the good according to the counsel of His will 
(Rom_8:28 , Eph_1:11), including our sin which we are being given the power to give an account
of in this age, as we are guided unto the death of the first man Adam by our hope of glory within 
(1Pe_4:17 , Rom_2:4 , Rom_5:5 , Col_1:27).

Psa_48:4  For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. 
Psa_48:5  They saw it, and so they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted 
away. 
Psa_48:6  Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail.

What happens to our flesh when we come to this great mountain as the people of God? Here are 
some examples in scripture to remind us that this is not an easy process for the elect or for 
anyone as it is through much tribulation that we will inherit the kingdom of God.

We know it's never a good for the flesh when we read that "kings were assembled... together" 
Jos_11:5 ---> Jos_11:6-8, 
Psa_2:2 --->Psa_2:9-12
Rev_19:19 ---> Rev_19:20

"they were troubled, and hasted away." they/'we' haste away from God like Adam and Eve trying
to hide from the Creator of the universe in the garden of Eden. (Gen_3:8)

Or....as Moses’ demonstrated the terror that his and all flesh must experience when we come to 
that high mountain of God's glory 

Heb 12:21  And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:  )  
Heb 12:22  But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,

(Exo 3:6  Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. AND 
Exo_19:16 , Act_7:32,  Psa_119:120; Isa_6:3-5; Dan_10:8, Dan_10:17; Rev_1:17)

Our first man Adam is here represented by Moses who exceedingly fears and quakes at the 
consequence of judgement that must come upon all flesh, whereas when we go through that 



judgement and are settled and strengthened in the Lord, we do so by coming to this new mount 
Sion which is above and where we can obtain the strength that we need through this company of
angels which strengthens us so that we can say with our Lord "nevertheless your will be done" 
(Luk_22:42-43).

When the day of the Lord comes, we are all as a woman in travail, and that travail is 
accompanied with fear and trembling (Isa_13:8-9, Isa_13:6-7) that keeps us on the very narrow 
road which is the passage that we are called unto as we are birthed into the new creation by way 
of the New Jerusalem above which is the mother of us all the church (Gal_4:26).

any comments on these verses?

Psa_48:7  Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind. 

Babylon within us, "the ships of Tarshish",  is broken with the east wind which is a symbol of the
spirit of God. It takes Christ wrestling with us throughout the night in order to break those ships
of Tarshish, and those who are called and chosen and faithful in this age are the ones who God 
allows to wrestle with Christ throughout the night. (Jer_51:8 , Isa_21:9 , Rev_18:17-19)

It's also instructive to look at the word "east wind" throughout the word of God to show us many
examples of how it is never by might or power but by God's holy spirit that we can overcome the 
man of perdition within by the brightness of His coming which comes from the east. There is a 
negative and positive application of "east wind" as these verses below demonstrate (2Th_2:3 , 
Mat_24:27).

Gen_41:6  And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind sprung up after them. 
Gen_41:23  And, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with the east wind, sprung up 
after them: 
Gen_41:27  And the seven thin and ill favoured kine that came up after them are seven years; 
and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall be seven years of famine. 
Exo_10:13  And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an 
east wind upon the land all that day, and all that night; and when it was morning, the east wind 
brought the locusts. 
Exo_14:21  And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go 
back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were 
divided. 
Job_15:2  Should a wise man utter vain knowledge, and fill his belly with the east wind? 
Job_27:21  The east wind carrieth him away, and he departeth: and as a storm hurleth him out 
of his place. 
Job_38:24  By what way is the light parted, which scattereth the east wind upon the earth? 
Psa_48:7  Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind. 
Psa_78:26  He caused an east wind to blow in the heaven: and by his power he brought in the 
south wind. 
Isa_27:8  In measure, when it shooteth forth, thou wilt debate with it: he stayeth his rough wind
in the day of the east wind. 
Jer_18:17  I will scatter them as with an east wind before the enemy; I will shew them the back, 
and not the face, in the day of their calamity. 
Eze_17:10  Yea, behold, being planted, shall it prosper? shall it not utterly wither, when the east 
wind toucheth it? it shall wither in the furrows where it grew. 
Eze_19:12  But she was plucked up in fury, she was cast down to the ground, and the east wind 
dried up her fruit: her strong rods were broken and withered; the fire consumed them. 



Eze_27:26  Thy rowers have brought thee into great waters: the east wind hath broken thee in 
the midst of the seas. 
Hos_12:1  Ephraim feedeth on wind, and followeth after the east wind: he daily increaseth lies 
and desolation; and they do make a covenant with the Assyrians, and oil is carried into Egypt. 
Hos_13:15  Though he be fruitful among his brethren, an east wind shall come, the wind of the 
LORD shall come up from the wilderness, and his spring shall become dry, and his fountain 
shall be dried up: he shall spoil the treasure of all pleasant vessels. 
Jon_4:8  And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; 
and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, 
It is better for me to die than to live. 
Hab_1:9  They shall come all for violence: their faces shall sup up as the east wind, and they 
shall gather the captivity as the sand. 

any comments on this verse?

Psa_48:8  As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in 
the city of our God: God will establish it for ever. Selah.

We have heard and seen in the city of the LORD of hosts if Christ is in us, and the verses that 
come to mind for the believing who "have heard" and "seen" are these:

Rev 1:3  Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 

Joh 14:11  Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the 
very works' sake. 
Joh 14:12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do 
also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 

Joh 6:29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him 
whom he hath sent. 

Php 2:13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
Php 2:14  Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 

We intimately know that we must live the first half of this psalm before coming to this trust and 
hope in the Lord (Mal_2:4 , Zec_2:11 , Joe_3:17). This "knowing" of the Lord mentioned in 
these three verses is the same word in Gen 4:1. 

Gen 4:1  And Adam knew
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 Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I 
have gotten a man from the LORD. 

We come to know God and His Son (Joh_17:3) through the first and second man experience of 
evil that humbles us (Ecc_1:13 clv). Our hope and promise to truly believe that "God will 
establish it for ever." is a process that grows by faith through grace.

Rom 5:1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 
Rom 5:2  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. 
Rom 5:3  And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience; 



Rom 5:4  And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 
Rom 5:5  And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 

any comments on this verse?
 
Psa_48:9  We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy 
temple. 
Psa 48:10  According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the 
earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness. 

It is when we are in the midst of the temple that we can think upon the lovingkindness of God 
and the very reason why God draws us together often as one body (Mal_3:16).

"according to thy name, Oh God" tells us that our praise has to be based on the truth of God's 
name. It is for his name's sake we come together. It is when we come together in His name that 
we are able to praise God unto the "ends of the earth" with a myriad of angels that have received 
power on high (Psa_68:17  , Heb_12:22)  which is spoken of as "thy right hand is full of 
righteousness. " which is who we are if Christ is within us. 

Job 17:9  The righteous also shall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger
and stronger. 

Psa 118:14  The LORD is my strength and song, and is become my salvation. 
Psa 118:15 The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous: the right 
hand of the LORD doeth valiantly. 
Psa 118:16  The right hand of the LORD is exalted: the right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly. 

Isa 41:9  Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the chief men 
thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away. 
Isa 41:10  Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. 

Isa 60:21  Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch 
of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified. 
Isa 60:22  A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I the LORD will
hasten it in his time. 

2Co 6:7  By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right 
hand and on the left, 

any comments on these verses?

Psa_48:11  Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of 
thy judgments. 
Psa_48:12  Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. 
Psa 48:13  Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to 
the generation following. 



Ultimately we learn to give thanks for those judgments, which are the wonderful works that are 
occurring in our earth that is going from glory to glory and being changed into a new creation 
that is able to glorify God with all our thoughts and actions (Psa_107:31). This process of 
judgement is what brings us to utter these words "Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of 
Judah be glad"

We have been blessed to walk about the walls of Jericho in this age as the Lord is demonstrating 
His might and power within His elect. We are seeing these walls collapse within ourselves as the 
walls of New Jerusalem are being spiritually builded up within us. 

The towers and bulwarks of this new creation are marked well so that we can witness to the 
generations that will follow "Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it 
to the generation following." To "mark ye well" and to "consider her palaces" is to know the 
temple, to know God and His son Jesus Christ, who we come to know in the heart which is what 
"mark you well" means H7896 H3820 so we can show the house to the house both today and "to
the generation following".

any comments on this verse?

Psa_48:14  For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even 
unto death. 

Another way of saying this last verse is witnessed in this verse:

Heb_12:2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 

As God's elect we need to consider Christ and remember that the process of judgement that His 
flesh went through is the same for us, as is the power and strength that enabled him to endure 
until the end (Psa_73:24; Psa_118:17-18)  :

Heb_12:3  For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye 
be wearied and faint in your minds. 
Heb 12:4  Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.

Php 4:13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 

He is truly the author and finisher of our faith, a faith that leads us down a narrow path that 
confirms to us that "our guide even unto death" loves us and knows that this day is better than 
the day of our birth.

Ecc 7:1  A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death than the day of 
one's birth. 
Ecc 7:2  It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: for that is 
the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart. 

any comments on this last verse?


