
"Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation."
Psa_38:13-22

Psa 38:13  But I, as a deaf man, heard not; and I was as a dumb man that openeth not 
his mouth. 
Psa 38:14  Thus I was as a man that heareth not, and in whose mouth are no reproofs. 
Psa 38:15  For in thee, O LORD, do I hope: thou wilt hear, O Lord my God. 
Psa 38:16  For I said, Hear me, lest otherwise they should rejoice over me: when my foot 
slippeth, they magnify themselves against me. 
Psa 38:17  For I am ready to halt, and my sorrow is continually before me. 
Psa 38:18  For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin. 
Psa 38:19  But mine enemies are lively, and they are strong: and they that hate me 
wrongfully are multiplied. 
Psa 38:20  They also that render evil for good are mine adversaries; because I follow the 
thing that good is. 
Psa 38:21  Forsake me not, O LORD: O my God, be not far from me. 
Psa 38:22  Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation. 

*****

This week’s study is based on (Psa_38:13-22) and is entitled "Make haste to help me, O 
Lord my salvation." David like all of us in our time cry out to God "be not far from me." 
and realize how completely and utterly helpless we are without Him. We can rejoice in 
knowing that God knows our form and causes us to cry out. David reveals to us as a type 
of the elect that God is not far from us, and He is making haste to help us, because He is 
the God of our salvation who is doing a quick work in this age (Heb_13:5 , Deu_31:6 , 
Rev_22:12).

I hope to show how these verses we are looking at tonight reflect the true grace of God 
which not only must bruise His children but His grace also will show deep favor toward 
us to heal us from the brokenness that will come upon us when God brings us to see our 
sin and what we need to repent of as we wrestle through the night, enduring to the end 
(Gen_32:24 , Mat_24:13). This chastening is never pleasant when your going through it, 
but it will in time bring forth the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who are 
exercised by it (Heb_12:11).

As God grants us to grow in grace and knowledge and in the gift of faith (2Pe_3:18 , 
1Co_12:9 , Gal_5:22) we will be equipped to endure the various trials we are given in 
this life (1Co_10:13). He will be faithful to prepare our hearts to meet these challenges 
with greater and greater consistency (Pro_24:16) seeing He is the one who is the author 
and finisher of this gift of faith which is to be tried in the fire (Heb_12:2 , Mat_17:20 , 
1Pe_1:7). Christ in us (Col_1:27) is being tried in the fire (Dan_3:25 , Luk_21:17-19).

We "shall be saved by his life" which is working God's purpose within us (Rom_5:10 , 
Eph_2:8 , Col_1:27). Grace is God's favor as well as His chastening, and it is his 
chastening that demonstrates his favor toward us and it is also His favor that enables us 



to endure that chastening and scourging eventually with thankfulness which will 
develop over time as we go through much tribulation in order to enter into the kingdom 
(Heb_12:11 , Act_14:22).

Tonight we will look more closely at how the Lord will bring us to a place where we to 
can be prepared and know how to deal with those who will seek after our life as 
expressed through hatred toward us by laying snares, speaking mischievous things, and 
imagining deceits all the day long.

Psa_38:13  But I, as a deaf man, heard not; and I was as a dumb man that 
openeth not his mouth. 
Psa_38:14  Thus I was as a man that heareth not, and in whose mouth are no 
reproofs. 
Psa_38:15  For in thee, O LORD, do I hope: thou wilt hear, O Lord my God. 

Sometimes the best answer is no answer when confronted by our adversaries as David 
demonstrates in this part of the Psalm. This is a good shadow of confession that David is 
bringing out seeing we know that God brings us to see that we are deaf and can't hear, 
and that we are dumb (not able to witness for God) (Joh_9:41) except the Lord build the 
house and be that faithful witness through us (Psa_127:1 , Rev_1:5).

Joh_9:41  Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, 
We see; therefore your sin remaineth.

Isa_42:19  Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is 
blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the LORD'S servant? 

Joh_20:21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you. 

When God takes away our power to say anything with "no reproofs" (H8433 
chastisement; correction), the world, who is not being judged today, will mock us as they 
did Christ (2Pe_3:3 , Mat_27:40). The irony of this is that the fact that we are silent and 
waiting on the Lord is what witnesses through us that the Lord is at hand (Php_4:5 , 
Gal_2:20).

It is in Christ that we are heard and accepted, "for in thee" (Eph_1:6), as he is our hope 
of glory (Col_1:27).

 Job_29:11  When the ear heard me, then it blessed me; and when the eye saw me, it 
gave witness to me:

Conversely we have this verse in (1Jn_4:6) which demonstrates that hearing the voice of 
the true Shepherd within us and others is a very rare gift indeed in this age (Mat_22:14).



When we are silent (as David was) because we can't answer a fool according to their 
folly, we are being given to honor God, or when we answer a fool lest they be wise in 
their own conceit we are being given to honor God, however in both cases it requires 
that we are dead to sin and alive in Christ in order for this to be an effective witness 
(Rom_6:11 , Joh_12:24 , Gal_2:20).

Here are three quick examples of Christ answering and not answering to the glory of 
God!

Pro_26:4  Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him. 

Joh_19:9  And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art 
thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. 

Pro_26:5  Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.

Joh_19:10  Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not 
that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee? 
Joh 19:11  Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it 
were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater 
sin. 

In this last example we see that Christ did not do many mighty works "because of their 
unbelief". We know that words and the works is the same thing, and so it is not 
surprising that when there are not many works, there are not going to be many words 
and visa versa!

Joh 14:10  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words 
that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth 
the works.

1Jn 3:18  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in 
truth.

Mat 13:57  And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not 
without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house. 
Mat 13:58  And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief. 

Psa_38:16  For I said, Hear me, lest otherwise they should rejoice over me: 
when my foot slippeth, they magnify themselves against me.

David is being sore pressed on every side. His enemies are just waiting for him to slip up 
so they can denounce him and his God. We can feel this way when God shows us our 
own iniquity and it can be a very paralyzing experience, but God's grace makes provision 
for us both inwardly and outwardly to endure His correction as sons and daughters 
(Heb_12:6-7 , Php_4:13).



1Sa_2:8  He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the 
dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for 
the pillars of the earth   are   the LORD'S, and he hath set the world upon them. 
1Sa 2:9  He will keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness; for 
by strength shall no man prevail. 
1Sa 2:10  The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven shall 
he thunder upon them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and he shall give 
strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed. 

Here are the 3 times in the OT that the Strongs numbers for "my foot slippeth" is used. 
It is quite revealing to see what it means when our foot slips (Deu 32), how the world 
reacts (Psa 38) and the Lord's merciful plan revealed (Psa 94).  

(Deu_32:1-35) Speaks of what it means to have our foot slip.
(Psa_38:11-12 , Psa_38:19-20) Speaks of our enemies that are multiplied and 
(Psa_94:9-18) speaks of God's mercy. (Psa_94:12) is especially important for us to 
remember and consider!

Deu_32:35  To me belongeth vengeance, and recompence; their footH7272 shall 
slideH4131  in due time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall 
come upon them make haste. 

Psa_38:16   For I said, Hear me, lest otherwise they should rejoice over me: when my 
footH7272 slippeth,H4131 they magnify themselves against me. 

Psa_94:18  When I said, My footH7272 slippeth;H4131 ; thy mercy, O LORD, held me 
up. 

All of this will happen, and after we have been judged, the adversaries of the Lord of 
1Sa_2:10 above shall be broken to pieces (within and without) as we are being 
fashioned into those pillars that God will set the world upon (Exo_26:37   , Exo_36:36 , 
Rom_10:15 , 1Pe_4:17).

Psa_38:17  For I am ready to halt
H6761

, and my sorrow is continually before me. 
Psa_38:18  For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin. 

It is a good thing when were ready to limp
H6761

, and to have our sorrow continually 
before us (Isa_53:3), as this is the forerunner to true Godly repentance, that only comes 
after we have wrestled through the night with our Lord (Gen_32:25).

Our hearts are being softened when we are sorry for our sin, but if our sorrow is worldly 
then our tears will be self centered (Gen_27:34) and not the profound tears of weeping 



that become a part of our walk if we as the body of Christ wash each others feet 
(Luk_7:47-48).

The story of John the Baptist realizing that he is not worthy to unloose the sandals of 
Christ is a parallel story when we consider that we are not worthy to come out from 
under the law, to be loosed from the law from the lawless which is all our carnal fleshly 
minds can understand at first. However when God does reveal to us the spirit behind the 
letter, it will symbolically require that Christ's sandals be loosed and then washed with 
the tears of the church represented by the woman who wept on Christ's feet and washed 
them (Luk_7:37-39).

God is blessing us to grow in His love today by giving us eyes to see that we are guilty of 
all, and have a insurmountable debt that Christ paid for by His death (Luk_7:43). This is 
what God was putting in the heart of this woman who represents the elect who are being 
brought to this profound realization, this deeper appreciation of our Lord and all that he 
has done and is doing today through his body (Luk_7:46). Notice she anointed Christ's 
feet which represent the pillars of the temple which are the elect (1Sa_2:8-9).

God gives us the strong desire, the [kasaph], the silver which was at the foot of the 
pillars to want to love our Lord and this love is born out of His giving us understanding 
of the complete forgiveness and ongoing repentance that our Lord has brought us to 
acknowledge as we die daily (Rom_2:4 , 1Co_15:31).

http://iswasandwillbe.com/Base_Metals_In_Scripture_Silver_B_2.php

This point about the silver which is connected to the feet of the pillars in the temple is 
connected to the strong desire to love Christ because of our eyes having been opened to 
all that we’ve been forgiven. This is central to our becoming living sacrifices for God, and 
to see our role now as redeemers who have been and are being redeemed with a ministry 
of reconciliation and redemption (2Co_5:18 , Eph_1:7) which will restore the world in a 
spirit of meekness and love (Gal_6:1 , 1Jn_5:19).

Psa_38:19  But mine enemies are lively, and they are strong: and they that hate me 
wrongfully are multiplied. 
Psa_38:20  They also that render evil for good are mine adversaries; because I follow 
the thing that good is. 

In the flesh it will always appear that we are outnumbered (Jdg_7:7), and inwardly we 
experience that point where we know that we can't make war with the beast (Rev_13:4). 
God purposes for the elect that those that hate us wrongfully will be "multiplied" to 
demonstrate how we are naturally outnumbered by the fleshly or spiritual 
circumstances He allows (Eph_6:12), but we will always be more than conquerors 
through Christ regardless of what vain imagining comes upon the nations within and 
without (Rom_8:37 , Psa_2:1). 

http://iswasandwillbe.com/Base_Metals_In_Scripture_Silver_B_2.php


Our greatest spiritual adversaries are those who claim to be Christians while declaring 
another Jesus and another gospel (Psa_81:12 , Eze_13:2-3). Those (lying spirits within 
and without) who render evil for good, who call darkness light and light darkness 
(Isa_5:20) are our adversaries because God has let the true day star shine in our hearts, 
and as He is so are we in this world (2Pe_1:19 , Joh_3:19 , 1Jn_4:17).

Psa_38:21  Forsake me not, O LORD: O my God, be not far from me. 
Psa_38:22  Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation. 

With sin and iniquity revealed to us (verses 2 to 5), deep sorrow and repentance (verses 
6 to 10), betrayal and rejection (verses 11 -12 and 19-20) , crushing to power the old man 
within by judgement (verses 13 to 18), we who are being judged today come to the full 
realization that we can be sifted like wheat by an adversary who can easily deceive and 
destroy our first carnal man Adam (Luk_22:31). We come to understand that we must 
go through the fiery trials of this life which purify us.  We learn to cry out via the faith 
that has been given to us and do receive the grace (favor) to see this faith go from being 
words to works that are tried in the fire (Heb_11:27 , 1Pe_1:7 ,   Jas_2:17 , Tit_3:8): 

 "Forsake me not, O LORD: O my God, be not far from me."(Heb_13:5)

and:

"Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation."(Psa_46:1)

God is our refuge and strength, and a very present help in trouble. This faithfulness and 
mercy of God in times of trouble is the much needed favor or grace that he bestows upon 
us so that we can endure and overcome until the end, loving not our own lives while 
laying nothing to the charge of our enemies who are serving us in their unbelief 
(Joh_12:25 , Act_7:60 , Act_4:26-27).


