
"Understanding the severity and goodness of God"  
Psa 38:1-12

Part 1: Psa 31:1 to 3

Psa_38:1  A Psalm of David, to bring to remembrance. O LORD, rebuke me not in 
thy wrath: neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 

In this opening verse we see David not wanting to be rebuked H3198 in God's wrath, or 
chastenedH3256 in His hot displeasure.

These words rebukeH3198 and chastenH3256 are also found in these telling verses:

Lev_26:18  And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will punish H3198 you 
seven times more for your sins. 

Lev_26:28  Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will chastise H3198 
you seven times for your sins. 

Deu_8:5  Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chastenethH3256 his son, so 
the LORD thy God chastenethH3256 thee. 

Heb_12:6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth H3256-G3811, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth. 

Rev_15:8  And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; 
and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the   seven plagues   of the seven angels were 
fulfilled.

What part of God's word will any one of us escape (Mat_4:4 , Rev_1:3)? So why is David 
seemingly asking God to not rebuke or chasten him, at least not in a manner where there is 
"wrath" and 'hot displeasure" being displayed?

David is not telling us in this opening verse (Psa_38:1) that we should beseech God to never 
rebuke or chasten us (Psa_139:23), because we know that this is how we learn obedience and 
enter into the kingdom  (Heb_12:6  , Act_14:22 ,  Act_9:16). However we do pray that his 
chastening will be in measure and not have to be "in thy wrath" and with "hot displeasure" 
which is what we must endure when our old man is first stopped dead in his tracks on the 
road to Damascus, or when we need to be buffeted of Satan to get us back on track (Act_9:6 , 
1Co_5:5).

God's mercy is accompanied with his judgement as these following verses show, and this is 
what David is seeking of the Lord when he asks Him to not correct him  "in thy wrath" and 
with "hot displeasure." When we are yet carnal however or slipping back into a carnal frame of 
mind the Lord will be froward with us, just as He is also pure with the pure (2Sa_22:27 , 
Heb_12:6).



This verse below from Hebrews is along the same line of thinking of David not wanting to be 
corrected any longer by the hand of men, but by a merciful Father whose judgement is always 
just and who knows what type of rod we need. David has experienced both God's judgement at 
the hand of men and directly from God as these verses demonstrate (Rev_11:1 , Rev_11:2 , 
2Sa_16:6 , 2Sa_16:11 , 2Sa_24:14).
 
Heb_12:9  Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave 
them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?

Those “fathers of our flesh” that we had were doing exactly what God ordained them to do, 
and in this we learned that God lets man's judgement be imperfect and imbalanced so that we 
come to love the Lord and his judgements which are all just and balanced. He causes us to err 
as a patient parent so that we come to learn that it is only by being subject unto Christ our 
head that we will be able to make good Godly judgements, more and more consistently 
(Rev_19:2 , Joh_5:30 , 1Jn_4:17 , 2Co_10:5).

When we are "subject unto the Father of spirits, and live", He will ultimately lead us into still 
waters (Psa_23:2). We all have to experience that season in our walk when we do receive 
God's "wrath" and "hot displeasure" mentioned in our opening verse, however as God's elect 
we are held up and not destroyed by this judgement but rather purified by it, and 
strengthened and established and settled if we are being worked with in this age (1Pe_5:10).

This verse in (Psa_38:1) is not a one time event and we will never need to experience God's 
"wrath" or "hot displeasure", but something that will become less and less as He increases and 
we decrease (Joh_3:30), or said another way, as our relationship grows into that 
singlemindedness of Christ. God's word is not linear (Pro_24:16)!  

God's severity will have Judas (the man of perdition in type) destroyed within us by the 
"wrath" and the "hot displeasure" of God (2Th_2:3 , Luk_22:31-32), and Christ will be formed 
within the elect as first fruits, who first endure this process of the destruction of the first 
Adam, but who are not destroyed but rather saved through the process (1Co_3:15).

The new creation that God is forming (Eph_2:10) is our growing in being able to see and be 
subject to one another as the one body of Christ (1Co_11:1). When we don't know that we are 
"Jesus whom you persecute"(Act_9:5) or that we are the "temple of God"(1Co_6:19) it will be 
impossible to be subject unto these commandments of the Lord which demonstrate our love 
for one another and for our Lord (Rom_12:3-5 , 1Co_4:6 , 1Jn_5:3). 

David is crying out to God for mercy in this opening verse, as we should continue to pray that 
God will show us the mercy that we need in this life, so that one day we may have that honour 
and privilege to be kings and priests who have been established by the mercy of God.

David in shadow and type is telling us that he wants to be one of the elect who is judged in this 
age (go through the fire today) with mercy and not rewarded as we know we are all deserving 
of (Psa_130:3). We learn of God's mercy therefore in advance of others, and we will share with 
the world that it is only Christ who will be able to stand, as He has been standing through His 
two witnesses today and throughout the generations of God's people who have His spirit 
within them (Rev_11:4 , Zec_4:6).



Rev_11:4  These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of 
the earth. 

Zec_4:6  Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto 
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.

The first verse of this Psalm 38 is about understanding that there is goodness and severity 
with God, and the  severity that has and will fall on others will fall on us as well (Luk_13:4). 
We are not exempt from this severity which we all experience prior to coming into the body of 
Christ and from time to time as the Lord deems necessary (Heb_10:32-33).

We in turn will be able to show mercy and forgiveness from our hearts as kings and priests if 
we understand that we had nothing to do with God showing this incredible mercy to us in this 
age, and that there truly is one event unto all men. God tells us over and over throughout 
scripture that we are not to look at the destruction of other people or cultures and not see 
ourselves in that event, just like the tower of Siloam demonstrates (Ecc_9:2).

Rom_11:25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 

Rom_11:30  For as ye in times past (Eph_2:1-4) have not believed God, yet have now obtained 
mercy through their unbelief: 
Rom_11:31  Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may 
obtain mercy. 

So while it may not appear this way the first time you read (Psa_38:1) , the very thing that 
David is seemingly asking to avoid must be accomplished within the elect first and then the 
rest of the creation whose store of disobedience which will have been stored up over time to be 
judged by those who have already had God's "hot displeasure" and "wrath" poured out upon 
us (Rev_15:8).

Psa_38:2  For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth me sore. 

When God wants our attention he will get it in short order. We are clay in the Master Potter's 
hand, and for His purpose to be accomplished within His elect we must have  "arrows stick 
fast in me, and thy hand presseth me sore." (2Ti_2:12 , 2Ti_4:5 , 2Co_12:8-9).

Psa_38:3  There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine angerH2195; 
neither is there any rest in my bones because of my sin. 

The consequence of sin in our members is the same for all of us as we learn that this law of the 
flesh wars against the law of the spirit (Gal_5:17) and God is giving us power to rule over that 
law of sin in our members so that we can through this process of ruling over the nations 
within us obtain the soundness of mind (2Ti_1:7) that can only come from God through Christ
(Act_15:11), who is our rock and sure foundation (Mat_16:18). 



The first bones of the first man Adam must be destroyed so that the new foundation which is 
built upon the apostles and prophets with Christ as the chief corner stone can be established 
(Eph_2:20) within the church which is Christ's body (Col_1:24).

God's indignationH2195 his "anger" H2195 is against us!

H2195 indignation, 20
Psa_69:24, Psa_78:49, Psa_102:10, Isa_10:5, Isa_10:25, Isa_13:5, Isa_26:20, Isa_30:27, 
Jer_10:10, Jer_15:17, Jer_50:25, Lam_2:6, Eze_21:31, Eze_22:24, Eze_22:31, Dan_8:19, 
Dan_11:36, Nah_1:6, Hab_3:12, Zep_3:8

****
 
Understanding the severity and goodness of God is truly at the heart of our calling, as we 
come to see that God is no respecter of persons, and that no flesh will glory in His sight. 

Rom_11:22  Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; 
but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut 
off. 

We are being received as sons and daughters today as we learn together how God is forming a 
humble and contrite heart. Christ's bride will, for the benefit of all the nations, become this 
example of His great workmanship (Eph_2:10). 

Eph_5:26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
Eph 5:27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
Eph 5:28  So ought men to love their wives [symbol of the church] as their own bodies. He 
that loveth his wife loveth himself. 

Php_2:13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

The church represents the wife of Christ, and we are commanded to love one another as the 
wife of Christ. What an expression of mercy God has shown to us, to have said these words out 
loud through our Saviour Jesus Christ " Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. " (1Jn_3:23 , Luk_12:32).

2Jn_1:5  And now I beseech thee, lady [the church], not as though I wrote a new 
commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one 
another. 


