
"Fight against them that fight against me"
Psa_35:1-6

Last week we looked at the foundation that God is creating in the accepted elect body of Christ where 
our Lord rests His head.

http://anthocul.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/psa-34_15-to-22.pdf

God has blessed us in this age, so that we can rest on the bosom of Christ where He grants us to be 
both Christ's body supporting John (God's elect in type) and John who is finding his rest in the Lord 
(Joh_13:23 , Psa_62:1 CLV, Luk_22:19 , Luk_21:19 , Heb_4:1-3).

This week we will be looking at how that foundation is formed through a process of the Lord 
making war against our first man Adam as we die daily. 

Everything that proceeded forth from the garden of Eden was what God intended to happen to teach 
all humanity that we are sinning machines and of our father the devil. It is only by the death of Christ 
that we can be reconciled unto God for our naturally disobedient hearts. 

Cain's grain offering is no different than Adam and Eve's fig leaves ,which represent our labours from 
the earth. When Cain recognizes that Abel is bearing good fruit and that his is not accepted (accepted 
in the beloved), he kills his brother. 

Abel's blood goes into the earth as a type and shadow of Christ's words going into our earth, 
sanctifying us over time (Jer_22:29 , Joh_17:17). It is brought about at the expense of His death, 
which we consider ourselves to buried into daily, in order to overcome (Rom_6:4).

God must fight against Cain within each of us as we die daily and learn to appreciate the work that He 
does through each of us. We are His workmanship, presented as a living sacrifice with Christ in us 
(Col_1:27), being killed all the day  long for our brother Cain who we once were. 

Cain is beloved for the gospel's sake (Rom_11:28), and our Lord alone can bring us to love our 
enemies and He alone can fight against them that fight against us both within and without 
(Rom_11:28 , Jer_2:19)!

Here are the verses we will be looking at this evening:

Psalm of David. Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me: fight against 
them that fight against me. 
Psa 35:2  Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine help. 
Psa 35:3  Draw out also the spear, and stop the way against them that persecute me: say 
unto my soul, I am thy salvation. 
Psa 35:4  Let them be confounded and put to shame that seek after my soul: let them be 
turned back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt. 
Psa 35:5  Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of the LORD chase 
them. 
Psa 35:6  Let their way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of the LORD persecute 
them.

http://anthocul.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/psa-34_15-to-22.pdf


Psa_35:1  A Psalm of David. Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me: 
fight against them that fight against me. 

In this study we will see that when we internalize the word "fight against" (H3898 G4170) and see 
where it is used in the new testament Greek we will understand and see that we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood but against evil spirits in high places which are within the heavens of all men 
(Eph_6:12). Christ is orchestrating the battles in our heavens and knows the outcome prior to every 
encounter (Col_1:16 , Eph_1:21)

Those who are our outward enemies, who may physically war against us with their words and actions, 
are sent to us by God (Job_2:11) to bring us to learn that this physical encounter is meant to affect our 
heavens, as God uses the circumstance and people or person involved to try us and to hold a mirror 
up to our face. 

God knows our frame and understands that our flesh is feeling the stripes of this battle (Psa_103:14), 
and He is always dealing with the spirit of the situation (within the physical confines of our existence) 
being the Father of lights and Master Potter at the same time (Jas_1:17). The battle therefore is not 
against flesh and blood even though the stage that we are on is very physical and the bruising very real 
(Jas_1:4). 

It is through all the beastly encounters that we have in this life that God is writing each of our books to 
His glory and at the expense and sacrifice of others who are unknowingly serving us in their unbelief.  
As God heals and cleanses our temples of unbelief by driving the beasts out of our own temples by way 
of a "cord" h2339 (Job_41:1 , Ecc_4:12 , Joh_2:15), Matthew 18 demonstrates the three cord fold 
process to preventing a rent in the garment of the wedding garments of Christ's bride to be.

                                  1)  Mat_18:15                            2)  Mat_18:16                     3)  Mat_18:17

Without Christ working in our temple, we would never be able to overcome the beasts which reside 
there or the beasts which we encounter every day of our life. They are overcome by the words from 
our lips or thread of God's word H2339 (Son_4:3 , Ecc_4:12)  working together (Rom_8:28) in the 
temple, which temple we are (2Ch_3:14) 

Root word H2338 Ezr_4:12 and joined  (marg. sewed together) (Eph_4:16)

Two times h2339 is used in the NT G4683 Luk_2:7 , Luk_2:12

Luk 2:7  And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes G4683, and 
laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

Luk 2:12  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes 
G4683, lying in a manger.

Everyone’s days are numbered and written in God's book,  just like the baby Jesus and His body 
wrapped in swaddling clothes.

The books, which are filled with unbelief (the court, the camp), are written for the elect today. Those 
who have books filled with overcoming today (Jas_1:12 , Rev_3:21) are being shown this mercy at the 
expense of those who God has turned away today but only for a season (Isa_59:2 , Deu_29:4 , 
Isa_53:2-3 , Rom_5:10 , Ecc_3:11).

In our own struggles within our heavens the Lord sends spirits to either trouble us, or to comfort us 



depending on what He is working in our heavens. In both cases we are going to learn of His 
sovereignty over the light and darkness (Isa_45:7). In both cases the Lord knows already what we 
need, either to be held up and restored after we have fallen from a spiritual battle that was 
predetermined from the foundation of the world for us to lose, or whether to hold us up and 
strengthen, and settle and establish us with the mind of Christ after we have done battle with the 
adversary (Luk_22:43 , Mar_1:13 , Gen_6:3). Symbolically all men must have 120 years of dealings 
with the Master Potter. 3X40  destruction and judgment of the flesh (3) by way of tribulation (40).

We must fall seven times (Pro_24:16 , Rev_14:12), and in the falling come to learn that the Lord is 
faithful to pick us back up, to show mercy and to not let these trials destroy us, although they are 
destroying the first man Adam through a process (1Co_10:13). We are learning this process intimately 
so that we can be used to save the world (Oba_1:21).

God uses this process of time in the flesh to (Ecc_1:13) "fight against" (H3898 G4170) the first 
man Adam. (Psa_35:1)

G4170
πολεμέω
polemeo
Total KJV Occurrences: 10
war, 4
Jam_4:2, Rev_13:4, Rev_17:14, Rev_19:11
make, 3
Rev_13:4, Rev_17:14, Rev_19:11
fought, 2
Rev_12:7 (2)
fight, 1
Rev_2:16

Psa_35:2  Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine help. 
Psa_35:3  Draw out also the spear, and stop the way against them that persecute me: 
say unto my soul, I am thy salvation. 

These two verses (Psa_35:2-3) parallel very well with these verses in Ephesians (Eph_6:13-18). It is 
God's armour being spoke about in both parts of scripture and it is spiritual armour that is not 
burdensome which we need to wear in order to overcome in this age (1Sa_17:39-40 , Mat_11:30 , 
Psa_55:22).
  
Eph 6:13  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
Eph 6:14  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness; 
Eph 6:15  And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
Eph 6:16  Above all, taking the shield of faith   Psa_35:2, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked. 
Eph 6:17  And take the helmet of salvation   Psa_35:3, and the sword of the Spirit   Psa_35:3, which is 
the word of God: 
Eph 6:18  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with 
all perseverance and supplication for all saints;  

When God says unto our soul, "I am thy salvation." we in turn will be able to say "Psa 107:2  Let the 
redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy;" 



God redeems us through grace and faith (Eph_2:8  ), by the staff and five stones which brings down 
the giants in our land (1Sa_17:40).

1Sa_17:40  And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and 
put them in a shepherd's bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he drew 
near to the Philistine.

Psa_23:4  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

It is the rod of reproof,  that God uses to shepherd us today that is saving us (Pro_6:23). It is a 
comfort to know that we are being received as His sons and daughters today, and our loving Father is 
keeping us on the narrow way by way of grace and faith (Heb_12:6).

Psa_35:4  Let them be confounded and put to shame that seek after my soul: let them be 
turned back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt. 
Psa 35:5  Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of the LORD chase 
them. 
Psa 35:6  Let their way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of the LORD persecute 
them.

(Psa_1:1-6) reveals to us why those who seek after our soul will be turned back and brought to 
confusion. The ungodly are like the chaff which the wind drives away in verse four (Psa_1:4).

As always this is speaking primarily about driving the ungodly man of perdition from our own souls 
(2Th_2:4), and the threshing floor is symbolic of repentance which is where the chaff within us is 
blown away by the spirit of God which leads us unto repentance (Mat_3:12 , Rom_2:4 , Dan_2:34-
35).

The way which seems right to us, leads to the death of the first man Adam, and the road is meant to be 
"dark and slippery" so that we will fall seven times, and come to our senses by the grace and faith of 
God (Luk_15:17).

When we come to our senses we start thinking about food (spiritual food) and in this parable  we see 
the same principle being shown after the spirit of God quickens this lifeless girl (Luk_8:54-55).

Interesting to note, the meaning of the word Maid G3816, shows us that this Maid represents God's 
elect, who are lifeless until God quickens us with His spirit (Joh_6:63 , Joh_6:55)

G3816
παῖς
pais
paheece
Perhaps from G3817; a boy (as often beaten with impunity), or (by analogy) a girl, and (generally) a 
child; specifically a slave or servant (especially a   minister   to a king; and by eminence to God): - child, 
maid (-en), (man) servant, son, young man.

In conclusion we can see that God is building a sure foundation within us by Christ washing his wife 
to be, with the word which persecutes the first man Adam within us (Eph_5:25-26). That word is able 
to discern our thoughts and intents of the heart and is sharper than any two edged sword (Heb_4:12), 
telling us that there is nothing that Christ cannot overcome within us (1Jn_4:4 , Mat_20:23).


