
"Stand in Awe" 
 

Last week's study was focused on praise and worship of God and how beautiful it is to praise God and give 
thanks. We were reminded how blessed are they who believe and have not seen Christ after the flesh and that 
when see Christ in each other, it is a blessing and indication that God has opened our eyes and ears to see and 
hear the true Shepherd (1Jn_4:6). 
 

This week’s study has a lot to do with the Hebrew word "stand in awe" H1481, and how Christ has made a way 

for us to stand in awe of our Creator, (Psa_33:9) for He spake, and it was H1961.  
 
To abide in him, as the old hymn goes is not something that we decide to do of our own will, but God drags us 
to His son (Joh_6:44) so that we come to realize that no flesh or man can enter into the temple (Rev_15:8) 
until the seven plagues are poured out upon our first man Adam, whose will is not free, but rather subject to a 
sovereign God who is speaking H1961 this relationship into existence (Psa_139:16). God has spoken this 
process of going from the first man Adam to the second Adam into existence, and Christ is the Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end of this process (and everything in between), which process is the one event 
that will be common to all men in time (Ecc_9:2). 
 
Here are the verses we will be looking at tonight: 
 
Psa 33:7  He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: he layeth up the depth in storehouses.  
Psa 33:8  Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.  
Psa 33:9  For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.  
Psa 33:10  The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh the devices of the people of 
none effect.  
Psa 33:11  The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations.  
Psa 33:12  Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own 
inheritance. 
 
 
Psa_33:7  He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: he layeth up the depth in 
storehouses.  
 
God is the one who is sovereign over all the affairs of mankind, as He gathers the waters of the sea of humanity 
together and pushes them up on the earth (Jer_22:29) like a wave.  
 
He also lays up the deep things of His word (mentioned in verse 6) within His elect and keeps them (those 
words) in our spiritual storehouses (Joh_14:23), which is the temple of God (1Co_6:19). 
 
The keeping of those words is a gift given to us in this age, and if we are given to continue in those words 
(Joh_8:32 , 1Co_4:6) they will sanctify us and not puff us up (Joh_17:17) so that we will have such a 
storehouse as Joseph had which typifies what God is going to do with His elect in this age. 
 
The seven symbolic years of famine are going to eventually come upon all the world and God will draw all men 
unto Christ and His Christ as the nations were drawn to Joseph to be saved from the famine of their time 
(Joh_12:32 , Gal_2:20). We must be lifted up from the earth, earth, earth of Jer_22:29 by being sanctified 
"through thy truth: thy word is truth" of Joh_17:17 if we are going to have our storehouses filled with the word 
of God, and this is why we need to die daily and be crucified with Christ. 
 
The Hebrew word for storehouses is H214, defined also armory, cellar or treasure house as expressed in these 
verses below: 
 
The first time that H214 is used in the old covenant is in Deu_28:12 ,  with the word "good treasure". We 
naturally at first equate all these physical blessing of Deuteronomy with being spiritually blessed, not knowing 
that these physical blessings are types and shadows of the spiritual blessings that will come upon the land of 
those who God is working with in this age (Mat_19:21).  



 
Once again we see a shadow and pattern of what it takes to go unto perfection in this verse above in Matthew. 
Christ in this parable is explaining to this rich young ruler the only means by which anyone can be saved, which 
is to "sell that you have..." as the people did during the famine in Joseph's day; and "give to the poor" the poor 
being a parable for the poor in spirit 'God's elect' (Mat_5:3 , Gal_6:10), and "thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven" which is the storehouses we are talking about, and "come and follow me" because Christ is the way the 
truth and the life that sets us free. (Joh_8:31). 
 
We initially do what the Midianite merchantmen do in making merchandise of our brother Joseph (Christ), 
and in so doing we are demonstrating our relationship with the first Jesus which is very physical and all for the 
advantage of our flesh (Gen_37:28). It is only after we begin to lose our life, little by little (Deu_7:22) that we 
come to know Christ. The parable of losing our life and all that we have during a famine is set in motion with 
the world of Joseph's time (Gen_47:13-16 , Gen_47:20-23), and is the same way in which God will continue to 
operate with all men until we come to see our need for His mind, His rule over us, his food and raiment to feed 
and clothe us (Luk_15:17). It is truly He alone that "layeth up the depth in storehouses". 
 
 
 
Psa_33:8  Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 
him.  
 
All the earth does not fear or reverence the Lord at first just as all nations, languages tongues and people are 
not immediately brought into subjection unto the Lord within us (Rev_5:9-10), but over time by the grace and 
faith of Jesus Christ (Eph_2:8), we do come to stand in awe of him, and to not be respecters of persons, and 
having done all we stand (Eph_6:13 , Pro_16:4) and then we go unto perfection on the third day (Luk_13:32). 
 
God gathers the waters of the sea of humanity together and pushes them up on the earth (Jer_22:29) like a 
wave of verse seven, and then in His perfect timing drags us to Christ to be redeemed from the carnal first man 
Adam through a life long process of dying daily. 
 
Here is the real condition of man's heart while we are yet resisting God's grace and doing what every man 
seems right in his own eyes (1Ti_4:1-10 , 1Ti_3:1-17). It takes God's humbling of our flesh and Christ's flesh to 
be able to receive God's grace (Jas_4:6 , Heb_5:8). 
 

(Psa_33:8) When we come to "fear the Lord" or "stand in awe" H1481 of him (used elsewhere mostly as 
sojourn or dwell) we learn that with Christ in us we are sojourners in this age who are standing in awe of our 
great God (Act_7:6 , 1Pe_2:11)! How do we abide in Christ in this life (Col_1:27 , Mat_8:20 , Luk_13:32 , 
Mat_10:39 , Joh_14:20) 
 
 
 
Psa_33:9  For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.  
 

What God spoke through Christ "and it was H1961 done;" and what "he commanded, and it stood fast", was the 
entire universe, and the earth and all the things within it (Col_1:16 , Heb_11:3 , 2Co_5:18), and all those things 
are parables which stand fast (Eph_6:13) for those who are given to see and hear what they mean today 
(Rom_1:20 , Mar_4:34). Just like we have to see the sum of God's word as being the truth, we need to see the 
sum of God's creation as a parable which stands fast to declare spiritual realities. 
 
Nothing Christ spoke was not a parable, including the creation in which He spoke into existence (Rom_1:20), 
and when we can receive the meaning of those parables which hide the mystery of the kingdom of God and 
reveal it, it will be because the Lord has given this unto us (Exo_13:21 , Neh_9:12 , Mar_4:11). 
 
 
 
Psa_33:10  The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh the devices of 



the people of none effect.  
 
The part of us which is a heathen within, is being brought to nought, and God does this by frustrating our 
plans, by answering us according to the condition in which He has made our hearts (Isa_63:17 , Rom_9:19-20). 

He makes the devices H4284 (thoughts, imaginations, cunning, purpose) of the people of none effect because 
He knows that the way that seems right unto a man leads to death and that the day of this death is better than 
the day of our birth (Pro_16:25 , Ecc_7:1 , Rom_8:20).  
 
God can do what He wants with what is His own (Rom_9:21), and there is always a loving reason (1Jn_4:8) 
behind all His actions, so when he does bring the counsel of the heathen to naught within us and makes the 
devices of the people of none effect, it is the means by which He will bring all of us to our wits' end so that we 
cry out to Him for deliverance (Psa_107:19). 
 
God created us in marred vessels, and demonstrated His love toward us by having Christ participate in this 
marred condition (Joh_3:16) so that we could be redeemed through His life (Rom_8:37) as our resurrected 
high priest who understands our physical condition and is our hope of glory within (Heb_4:14-16 , Heb_4:11 , 
Col_1:27).  
 
 
 
Psa_33:11  The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all 
generations.  
 
God's counsel is justified of all her children as we read in (Luk_7:35 , Mat_7:16 , Heb_13:8).  The thoughts of 
his heart will reach all generations in time, but for today we pray that we are of that generation that God is 
causing to see and hear the mysteries of the kingdom of God (Rom_11:25).  
 

When the counsel of the Lord stands in our hearts (of verse  8 H1481) we will be able to stand (Eph_6:13 , 
Rom_14:4), and this is the incredible blessing which is given to those who are able to see and perceive 
(Rev_1:3) the exceedingly precious promises of God today (2Pe_1:4).  
 
 
 
Psa_33:12  Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen 
for his own inheritance.  
 
These verses once had us thinking immediately of physical nations and the promises given to Abraham and the 
chosen nation of Israel. We are blessed to come to understand all these types: i.e. the Israel of God "the nation" 
(Gal_6:16), or the Jew who is not a Jew outwardly, as God reveals to us who the true Jew is inwardly 
(Rom_2:28). To be chosen for his inheritance is a shadow of the "many are called and few are chosen" 
(Mat_22:14) and we are Christ's inheritance as we "stand in awe" (Col_1:12)! 
 
 


