
"According to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus" 
Psa 31:6-16 

 
In last week’s study http://anthocul.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/psa-31_1-5.pdf   we looked at how 
we are to be redeemed from the law and how God brings us to our wits end to cry out to Him for that 
deliverance which happens by grace and faith (Eph_2:8). All of this grace and faith working in each of 
God's elect (Php_2:13) is working together for the good, so we can be a fitly framed temple of God 
that loves God (Eph_4:16), and worships Him in spirit and in truth (Rom_8:28, Joh_4:23, 1Jn_5:2).  
 
Without the grace that chastens Christ’s bride, we would remain a body with schisms, and so God has 
ordained a process to perfect Christ’s bride so that we have neither spot nor wrinkle when we go unto 
perfection on the third day (1Co_12:24-25, Eph_5:27). 
 
Keeping in mind that everything that David writes is the inspired word of God that we must live by 
(Mat_4:4) we will look again at how David expresses his desire to be delivered from his enemies 
without, which are types of our enemies within, or blemishes (Eph_6:12).  
 
Another theme that is very prevalent in this particular Psalm is the mercy that God shows to David, 
which is a shadow of the mercy shown to God's elect, which is described very succinctly in (Rom_11:1-
36). God’s mercy is very graphically demonstrated as coming to David in his time of need on the 
battlefield which is a shadow of what God does for us today as we cry out to Him in the heat of our 
spiritual battles (Heb_4:16). 
 
This week’s study is focused on that supply of mercy that God has promised to those who He is 
working with in this age. That mercy is something that we are brought to cry out for, as the Lord 
brings us to see the need to cry out to Him to destroy those enemies within us, which are placed there 
by God to be conquered within our land in there season by Christ within us (Psa_50:10, Deu_7:22, 
Col_1:24).  
 
Those enemies in our land represent the schisms in the body of Christ which have to be, and will be 
destroyed over time as the Lord gives us victory going from glory to glory in our spiritual warfare 
together as the Gideon army  or body of Christ which we are (2Co_3:18 , Jdg_7:7). What we need to 
see practically with the mind of Christ is all of chapter twelve of first Corinthians which shows us how 
that army of Gideon -- the many members of Christ body (1Co_12:12) -- are equipped by the Lord, 
and how we are to esteem each other better and see what the Lord is doing as a whole and not just in 
our own battles against the enemy within and without (Php_2:4 , 2Sa_23:16-17).  
 
These three mighty men of old described in this battle represent the process of judgment of our flesh, 
which is being accomplished by the whole body of Christ, each joint supplying what is needed 
(Eph_4:16). In this case David like ourselves cannot drink this cup that we are not worthy to drink, 
but when Christ enters into us, then and only then can we drink the cup of His suffering. David is 
really foreshadowing this sentiment found in these verses (Luk_7:7 , Mat_8:8 , Mar_10:39). 
 
Here are some verses that remind us what each of us can supply through the supply of the spirit of 
Jesus Christ: 
 
2Co_8:14  but by equality: your abundance being a supply at this present time for their want, that 
their abundance also may become a supply for your want; that there may be equality:  
2Co_9:10  And he that supplieth seed to the sower and bread for food, shall supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing, and increase the fruits of your righteousness:  
Php_1:19  For I know that this shall turn out to my salvation, through your supplication and the 
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,  
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Php_2:30  because for the work of Christ he came nigh unto death, hazarding his life to supply that 
which was lacking in your service toward me.  
Php_4:19  And my God shall supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus.  
2Pe_1:5  Yea, and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence, in your faith supply virtue; and 
in your virtue knowledge;  
 
What comes forth from our mouth (or land) is what defiles us (Mar_7:15), represented by all these 
outward enemies of David (or the bulls of Bashan of (Psa_22:12) that we will not be able to conquer 
unless the Lord extends his mercy to David (God's elect) (Joh_8:34, Joh_8:36). God extends His 
mercy to us when we are given to mortify the deeds of our flesh and be crucified with our Lord 
(Rom_8:13-14), buried in His death and raised in newness of life through Christ. God's mercy is 
manifested through the gifts which he gives to the body, so that we can become a temple that is fitly 
framed to His glory. This is what is required to cleanse the land and destroy the schisms within the 
heavens of the body of Christ (Psa 31:13 Psa 31:16   Gal_2:20, Rom_6:11 , 1Co_12:1-23). 
 
Here are the verses we will be looking at this evening:  
 
Psa 31:6  I hate them that regard lying vanities; But I trust in Jehovah.  
Psa 31:7  I will be glad and rejoice in thy lovingkindness; For thou hast seen my affliction: Thou hast 
known my soul in adversities;  
Psa 31:8  And thou hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy; Thou hast set my feet in a large 
place.  
Psa 31:9  Have mercy upon me, O Jehovah, for I am in distress: Mine eye wasteth away with grief, 
yea, my soul and my body.  
Psa 31:10  For my life is spent with sorrow, And my years with sighing: My strength faileth because of 
mine iniquity, And my bones are wasted away.  
Psa 31:11  Because of all mine adversaries I am become a reproach, Yea, unto my neighbors 
exceedingly, And a fear to mine acquaintance: They that did see me without fled from me.  
Psa 31:12  I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: I am like a broken vessel.  
Psa 31:13  For I have heard the defaming of many, Terror on every side: While they took counsel 
together against me, They devised to take away my life.  
Psa 31:14  But I trusted in thee, O Jehovah: I said, Thou art my God.  
Psa 31:15  My times are in thy hand: Deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, and from them that 
persecute me.  
Psa 31:16  Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: Save me in thy lovingkindness.  
  
 
Psa_31:6   I have hated them that regard lying vanities: but I trust in the LORD.  
   
You will be hated by all the world within you (1Jn_2:16) and to whatever degree God has ordained 
that hatred will manifest from without (Mat_10:22) because you regard not the lying vanities of this 
world within or without (1Pe_4:4). The preacher tells us "all is vanity"(Ecc_1:14). Everything about 
our earthly existence is subject to vanity, to the end that we will all come to see how God delivers us 
from this vanity by dragging us to Christ so that we can be subject to the hope of glory which is within 
us unto salvation (Rom_8:20, Col_1:24, 1Co_15:22). 
   
The key then to overcoming those lying vanities from within and without is to have the key of David, 
which is Christ within us (Col_1:27). When we are given to trust in the Lord (Pro_3:5-7), it will be 
because we are no longer leaning on the vanity of our flesh which is what we all naturally do until the 
man of perdition within us is destroyed by the brightness of his coming (2Th_2:8).  
   



We discussed last week how that coming is actually a growing experience as Christ increases and we 
decrease, which is why we pray for God's kingdom to come daily, and pray that we can be blessed to 
continue to strive for the prize of the mark of the high calling (Php_3:13-14) or the fullness of this 
earnest experience that we are blessed to endure in this age (Rom_8:19). The promise of growth and 
increase comes as a result of the trust that God develops within His firstfruits in this age (Pro_3:5-7, 
Pro_3:8-10). 
   
   
Psa_31:7   I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy: for thou hast considered my trouble; thou hast 
known my soul in adversities;  
   
Nothing boosts our spirits like a word of encouragement from a member of Christ's body (1Co_14:3, 
2Pe_1:19, 2Ti_4:2), who we know shares in our common affliction and joy (Rom_12:15) that we 
experience as the body of Christ.  
   
When we consider each other’s trouble, when we know each other’s soul in adversities we are able to 
then go and anoint Christ's feet (Mat_26:7) and fulfill these verses (Mat_25:34-40). 
   
    
Psa_31:8   And hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy: thou hast set my feet in a large room.  
   
God does not intend that we be consumed by the hand of the enemy within and explains this process 
of overcoming the strong man within us, in this parable (Mat_12:27-29, Luk_17:21). The "large room" 
H4800 is equivalent to the land that God has given us dominion over within, a land whose breadth 
H4800 was initially possessed by the Chaldeans (Hab_1:6). 
   
   
Psa_31:9   Have mercy upon me, O LORD, for I am in trouble: mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, 
my soul and my belly.  
Psa_31:10   For my life is spent with grief, and my years with sighing: my strength faileth because of 
mine iniquity, and my bones are consumed.  
Psa_31:11   I was a reproach among all mine enemies, but especially among my neighbours, and a fear 
to mine acquaintance: they that did see me without fled from me.  
Psa_31:12   I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: I am like a broken vessel.  
Psa_31:13   For I have heard the slander of many: fear was on every side: while they took counsel 
together against me, they devised to take away my life.  
   
We are all born unto trouble in these marred vessels of clay (Job_5:7, Jer_18:4, Isa_64:8), and it is 
our iniquities that God is going to cause to consume us with grief, because they are the evil fruit of the 
false foundation "my bones are consumed" of our first man Adam or marred vessel that God has 
made, that must be destroyed so that it can be made anew. 
 
We will feel the slander of many and initially we will experience fear on every side as we see the 
armies of Egypt come up against us. These armies within and without are used of God to take away 
our confidence in our own flesh (Php_3:3) and to bring us to a point where we stand still and behold 
the salvation of the Lord (Exo_14:13). The nations are going to rage, but God's ultimate desire is to 
show us that His perfect love will cast out fear (1Jn_4:18) and having done all we will be able to stand 
against our enemies because of God's mercy which prepares our hearts to be able to stand (Eph_6:13, 
Php_2:13, Psa_51:10, Isa_14:24). 
   
These following verses talk about the body, ark or city that God is preparing within us as He 
mercifully causes us to move with fear to prepare this ark, this city, which is the body of Christ. 



   
Heb_10:5   Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest 
not, but a body hast thou prepared me:  
Heb_11:7   By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an 
ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith.  
Heb_11:16   But now they desire a better country,that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.  
   
   
Psa_31:14   But I trusted in thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my God.  
Psa_31:15   My times are in thy hand: deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, and from them that 
persecute me.  
Psa_31:16   Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: save me for thy mercies' sake.  
   
David's trust in the Lord is a bright shadow of how we are given to realize that we can't be delivered 
from our enemies and those who persecute us unless the Lord shines his face upon us, for His mercy 
sake. 
   
"My times are in thy hand:" reminds us that God is sovereign over the entire process (Eph_1:11) of all 
our days which are written in His book (Psa_139:16 clv). 
   
The face of the Lord shining upon thy servant, is a glory which is fading in this story, and only a 
shadow of something which is more excellent  and excelleth (2Co_3:8-10, 2Co_5:17, Heb_8:6, 
Heb_1:3, 1Pe_5:4), which excellence is the life of Christ within us (Col_1:27). 
 
We are called to supply that which excelleth all these shadows of the old covenant, which shadows are 
pointing to that which we are honored and blessed to supply to each other in this age, According to 
his riches in glory in Christ Jesus! 
   
 


