
 
"All you that hope in the Lord" 

Psa 31:17-24 
 

Last week’s study was focused on that supply of mercy that God has promised to those who He is 
working with in this age. His mercy is extended to us first for a very specific reason and that is so that 
we can extend the same mercy to the rest of the world (Rom_11:1 , Rom_11:11 , Rom_11:25-28 ,  
Rom_11:30-32). God's mercy is developed as we cry out to Him to destroy the number one enemy in 
our land, "ourselves". Nothing from without us can defile this temple (Mar_7:15), so we are blessed to 
come to learn of the progressive deliverance from what it is that can defile us, and how it is by God's 
mercy that we mature and gain dominion over those beasts of the field within us which defile our land 
(Deu_7:22). 

 

This week’s study is directed toward the hope of glory within us and how God's word and the works 
which He has done through Christ and has been doing through the body of Christ today demonstrate 
how we can become more than conquerors through Him (Rom_8:37) as we gain dominion little by 
little over the strong city which is the spiritual battle that God has ordained for all of His elect in this 
age. 

Here are the verses we will be looking at: Psa_31:17-24 

Psa 31:17  Let me not be ashamed, O LORD; for I have called upon thee: let the wicked be ashamed, 
and let them be silent in the grave.  
Psa 31:18  Let the lying lips be put to silence; which speak grievous things proudly and 
contemptuously against the righteous.  
Psa 31:19  Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou 
hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men!  
Psa 31:20  Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the pride of man: thou shalt keep 
them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues.  
Psa 31:21  Blessed be the LORD: for he hath shewed me his marvellous kindness in a strong city.  
Psa 31:22  For I said in my haste, I am cut off from before thine eyes: nevertheless thou heardest the 
voice of my supplications when I cried unto thee.  
Psa 31:23  O love the LORD, all ye his saints: for the LORD preserveth the faithful, and plentifully 
rewardeth the proud doer.  
Psa 31:24  Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD.  
 

 
Psa_31:17  Let me not be ashamed, O LORD; for I have called upon thee: let the wicked be ashamed, 
and let them be silent in the grave. 
 
This is the second time that King David says "Let me not be ashamed", which is a witness to the 
means by which we can eventually overcome the wickedness within ourselves that would otherwise 
continue to make us ashamed if it were not conquered by our hope of glory within Jesus (1Jn_2:16 , 
Col_1:27) 
  
It is in the battles within our spiritual heavens that Christ witnesses within us, as He gives us the 
power we discussed last week to bind the strong man of sin, however that sin may manifest (Joh_8:34 
, Joh_8:36 , Gal_5:19). 
 
To call upon the Lord is a gift of God that requires faith (Jas_5:15 , Eph_2:8) as well as being given a 
diligent heart to seek the Lord (Php_2:13 , Heb_11:6). 
 



"let them be silent in the grave" is contrasted in this Psalm with David calling upon the Lord and is 
expressed this way in the new testament (Rom_6:11), reminding us that sin is to be silent within each 
member (Gal_5:19-21 , Eph_5:3), not manifesting but dead and replaced by the fruit of God's spirit 
within us (Gal_5:22-26). 
 
 
 
Psa_31:18  Let the lying lips be put to silence; which speak grievous things proudly and 
contemptuously against the righteous.  
 
Our own conscience condemns us until it doesn't (1Jn_3:20), and Satan who is the accuser of the 
brethren is always at the gate of our hearts like a lion seeking whom he may devour (Rev_12:7-9 , 
1Pe_5:7-9). He devours us by having us believe a lie (2Th_2:8-12), however grievously or 
contemptuously they are spoken against God's elect (Mat_4:3). 
 
It is only by the wicked being revealed within us that we can become more than conquerors though 
Christ (Rom_8:37 , 1Jn_2:1), as He becomes the means by which we can now overcome sin which is 
in our members (Rom_7:5).  
 
When we are given to rightly divide the word (2Ti_2:15) and not think above what is written 
(1Co_4:6) then we will not be believing a lie, but rather like the Bareans we will be studying to show 
ourselves as workman who are approved (Act_17:11).  
 
Nothing from without a man can defile him "grievous things proudly and contemptuously" spoken 
things (Mar_7:15), so the process of overcoming can only be accomplished by coming to see our own 
need to cleanse the inside of the cup (Mat_23:26 , Rom_2:4), and God has determined from the 
foundation of the world how each battle physically and spiritually is going to unfold, each cleansing of 
the cup being described in type and shadow by these battles. 
 
This is why this is all happening within us to powerfully witness against ourselves that God is the one 
who is in control of all things (Eph_1:11) and is able to put an end to the lying lips and everything that 
exalts itself against the knowledge of God (2Co_10:5 , Luk_10:18). 
 
 Joseph's brothers were contemptuous toward him, and these ten brothers despising Joseph is a type 
of our flesh being against the spirit of God which is within us (Gal_5:17 , Jas_4:5). The feeding of 
Joseph's family is another way of saying we are going to be able to nourish our family with the words 
of God, which have become fire within us (Jer_5:14).  
 
God is making all of us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: by 
giving us dominion over lying lips  (2Co_3:6 , 1Ti_4:16) We will not be running in vain if we are given 
to believe that what God is doing right now in the life of his elect is for the salvation of the rest of the 
world. Nothing could be less vain than that (Joh_3:16)! 7X7=49 
 
 
 
 
Psa_31:19  Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou 
hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men!  
 
We are given to believe the mysteries of the Kingdom of God (Mat_13:11) and to trust in God "before 
the sons of men". The inescapable result of this belief before the sons of men will be that we are hated 
by all men for his name sake (Mat_13:13). So God's goodness is teaching us to forsake ungodliness 



and to live righteously obeying God and reverencing the Almighty for his goodness to us in this age 
(Tit_2:12). We are praising God for his many wonderful works which we know will extend to all the 
world one day (Isa_9:7), demonstrating once and for all, for all of humanity "how great is thy 
goodness". 
 
 
 
Psa 31:20  Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the pride of man: thou shalt keep 
them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues.  
 
We know that all men will be saved and hidden under the wings of the Almighty one day, but to God's 
elect we have this tremendous honor to see this verse fulfilled in our life in this age if we are being 
dragged to Christ, because we have been granted to realize that we are guilty of the blood of all the 
prophets from Abel to Zacharias (Mat_23:37 , Mat_23:35). This is the secret place that we are first 
hidden from the pride of man from without and from within. The "secret of thy presence", which is 
Christ within us, is thought of in these terms by those who yet blinded by the God of this world 
(Mat_24:26 , 2Th_2:8) 
 
In God's temple or pavilion which you are (1Co_3:16), we are kept safe from the "strife of tongues" 
which is the many waters of Babylon which are divided and do not have the singleness of Christ's 
gospel message abiding within their tabernacle (2Co_11:3 , Jas_1:8 , Jas_4:8) This double minded 
man is where we all start off and it is a negative example of two or double, being used as a false 
witness. 
 
 
 
Psa 31:21  Blessed be the LORD: for he hath shewed me his marvellous kindness in a strong city.  
 
Here are two examples one positive and one negative to describe this strong city and finally a third 
verse which is a shadow of Christ giving us victory over the nations, languages, tongues and peoples 
within our flesh (Rev_5:9) so that we can abide with Him today in heavenly places, or cities which are 
spiritual (Eph_2:6 , Heb_11:14). There are 18 entries to be found when we search for the words 
"strong city" in Esword, here are two that are mentioned. 
 

Pro_10:15  The rich man's wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty.  

Pro_18:11  The rich man's wealth is his strong city, and as an high wall in his own conceit. 
 
2Sa_5:7  Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David.  
 
What we learn from these verses above is that our strong city of wealth can only come about by Christ 
building our house (Psa_127:1). 
 
 
 
Psa 31:22  For I said in my haste, I am cut off from before thine eyes: nevertheless thou heardest the 
voice of my supplications when I cried unto thee.  
 
Have we all not felt this emotion in the heat of a severe trial? This part of scripture along with all of 
God's word is written for His elect and this witnesses to the fact that our flesh like Christ's, is meant to 
feel this abandonment (Mat_27:46), only to then see the glorious deliverance that comes from our 
God, not by might or power (flesh) but by His holy spirit (Mat_27:50 , Mat_27:54 , Zec_4:6).  
 



Notice that it is the centurion who now believes that this was the Son of God, and like those Jew's that 
believed on Christ in (Joh_8:31) the centurions faith is not blessed faith, because it is faith which is 
based on seeing (Joh_20:29). Centurion G1543 is the captain of 100 men, 10X10, and that is the best 
the flesh can do is believe in Christ, and yet we know that this is not mature faith until it is tried faith 
(1Pe_1:7). 
 
 
 
Psa_31:23  O love the LORD, all ye his saints: for the LORD preserveth the faithful, and plentifully 
rewardeth the proud doer.  
 
We love the Lord when we keep his commandments (1Jn_5:3), and we can't say we love God who we 
can't see (1Ti_1:17) if we don't love our enemies and the world around us who we do see (1Jn_4:20). It 
takes Christ in us to love our enemies (Gal_2:20) and this is how He preserves us by giving us the 
strength and courage to die dally and love not our life unto death, but rather lay down our life for each 
other and for the world, as he has done for us (Joh_13:35 , Joh_3:16 , Rom_5:8 , 1Co_15:31). 
 
The proud doer who is plentifully rewarded is our first man Adam who does not see the tower of 
Siloam as an event that should apply unto him and prescribes evil to those who are going through this 
crushing experience (Luk_13:4 , Mat_21:44 , Luk_18:11 , Joh_9:41).   
 
 
 
Psa 31:24  Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD. 
 
We are saved by hope (Rom_8:24), which is the hope of glory within us (Rom_5:5), and while men’s 
hearts will faint for fear of those things which are coming upon the earth (Luk_21:26-36) our old man 
within must be destroyed so that we no longer hide beneath the rocks and old secret places of this 
world within and without (Rev_6:16 , Eph_6:3). 
 
The hope of God finishing this work of faith within us becomes brighter within each of us as He 
increases and we decrease, which can only transpire by the brightness of His coming (2Th_2:8) as 
God searches out all those old hidden places, and rocks and idols that are first man Adam is trying to 
hide under but to no avail (1Co_3:17) . 
 
The end result will be love toward our neighbor and perfect love that has no fear of our enemies, but 
rather loves them for where God has placed them at this time in their life (1Jn_4:18 , Mar_12:31). 
   
 
 
 
 


