
Lovest thou me more than these? 
March 7, 2013 

 
Joh 21:14  This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after 
that he was risen from the dead.  
Joh 21:15  So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love 
thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.  
 
 
Joh_21:14  This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after 
that he was risen from the dead.  
 
Being the third time that Jesus shewed himself is significant and speaks of the judgement that is going 
to occur on the flesh of all mankind in time. It is only after Christ is risen within us that this 
judgement can occur in a way that it is going to change us (Joh_16:7 , Eph_2:6), so up to this point in 
the disciples' lives they are yet knowing Christ only after the flesh (2Co_5:16 , Rom_8:5).  Seeing the 
shadow of Christ's walk in the flesh, represent what the hope of glory within will begin to accomplish 
after Pentecost (Col_1:27). Even though Christ is a spirit being, this is all still type and shadow for his 
disciples who don't yet understand the significance of Christ showing himself to them this third time, 
as a type of the perfection that they will go unto after they fulfill what Christ did in his life 
(Luk_13:32). 
 
 
Joh_21:15  So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, 

lovestG25 thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I 

loveG5368 thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.  
 
Before Christ is in our life we are very much concerned with a hierarchy of needs for our flesh, which 
keeps us from seeking the kingdom first and his righteousness (Mat_6:33). Christ is taking this 
opportunity to teach Peter and ourselves what is most important to our Father and how it is that we 
should conduct ourselves as followers of Christ. None of this is going to be possible unless we are 
nourished by Christ, and become a new creation in Him, and it will be a process accomplished 
through judgement all our lives which will bring us to lose our lives so that we can find them 
(2Co_5:17 , 1Pe_4:17 , Mat_16:25). 
 
God willing we are less and less concerned with the things that the world is concerned with, and are 
about our Father's business like Christ (Joh_4:32-35), knowing that this is how our love is being 
made perfect through our service in Christ, just as Christ was perfected on the third day (Luk_13:32), 
and by living a life of sacrifice, of carrying his cross, and dying daily as our example (1Jn_4:17 , 
1Co_15:31). 
 
Christ knows that Peter's definition of love is very conditional and that he is yet a gentile in spirit 
seeking after those things which God has already promised to provide (Mat_6:32-34 , Mat_6:8). 
 
Peter's lesson is our lesson as we grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and are given the faith 
to trust that it truly is His good pleasure to give us the kingdom, and that He is bringing us to a place 
where we don't fear and know that it is our Father's good pleasure to give us the kingdom 
(Luk_12:32). 
 
It is After we receive the nourishment that Christ provides for us, "So when they had dined" Jesus 



saith to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovestG25 thou me more than these?" "...Feed my lambs." 
 
Christ has just demonstrated to Peter and the disciples his love toward them by serving them, and as 
such he is not just speaking the words to Peter as to what he and we should do if we have love for one 
another but also demonstrating by His actions what is needed (Rom_2:13 , Tit_3:8 , Joh_14:23). 
 

Peter says "Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I loveG5368 thee.", to which Christ answers, "Feed my 
lambs." (why give them my word, why feed my lambs? Joh_14:23)... 
 
Peter is being called unto greatness, to be as His Lord, feeding His lambs, but he does not yet 
understand that he of himself cannot give his body for the life of world until he has the bread of life, 
the life of the world within him (Mat_23:11 , Joh_6:51 , Col_1:27). Christ's spirit within us enables us 
to be that living servant that Christ was pointing Peter to become. 
 

Peter cannot love Christ with the agape loveG26 mentioned in (Rom_5:5) seeing Pentecost has not 

yet come , and as such he says "Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I loveG5368 (phileo ) you.  
 
Christ is showing us with a very graphic example through Peter that God loves us first before we love 
Him and that our understanding of love is tied to the things of the flesh and not the unconditional 
sacrificial love which God gives to those who are being matured into His elect children in this age.  
 
It is His spirit which will give us the soundness, and power and love that is needed to not just say the 
words, or believe we feel a certain way, but rather our conviction will come from the holy spirit which 
will enable us to follow through and truly feed the lambs with our life which has His life increasing in 
it for the edification of others  (1Jn_4:19 , 2Ti_1:7 , 1Co_14:3).  
 
God's power and might are so great that He can accomplish great acts of faith through those who 
serve us in their unbelief and is able to preserve them unto an appointed time of judgement 
(1Co_15:23). 
 
The end result will be that we will all come to understand that it is God's love that saves, and God so 
loves the world that He gives us that love through Christ and His Christ, as the body of Christ will 
ultimately save all men of all time. 
 
Only those who are judged today and learn obedience by the things we suffer will be able to help judge 
those who will come after us (1Co_15:22 , 1Pe_2:21 , Heb_5:8 , Heb_12:6 , 2Ti_2:12). 
 
The love we read of that God has for all the world is a love that is backed up with actions, and this is 
the point about the word love. We grow in love, we love one another today with a certain intensity, 
just as God loves His elect with a greater intensity than He does the rest of the world. But rest assured 
God is not a respecter of persons and He loves us first this way to demonstrate these two verses.  
 

Joh 3:16  For God so lovedG25 the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
 

1Jn 3:16  Hereby perceive we the loveG26 of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
 

God is showing His love to the world through His creation starting with the elect. Just like faith 
without works is dead faith, so saying we love one another without actually doing something to 
demonstrate that love is not love at all, and that something that we ought to be doing is keeping God's 



commandments which is only possible by having the spirit of God within us. 
 
In God's perfect time we come to  see that love is best defined by saying that we obey His 
commandments, anything else is not love and really just demonstrates that we can't make war with 
the beast until God gives us the hope of glory within (1Jn_5:3 , Rev_13:4). 
 

1Jn 5:3  For this is the loveG26 of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments 
are not grievous.  

 
We really don't love as God loves us, and this is the subject discussed at great length in this article by 
Ayo Fabiyi. We start off with a very conditional love which is all that we have known from childhood 
to adulthood http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Godly_love.php .  
 
God loves us with a conditional love at first, and this shows us He is not a respecter of persons. God 
loved Joseph type and shadow more than he loved his brothers. God loved Jacob type and shadow 
more than he loved Esau, and this was a type and shadow as well of the love that God would show to 
His firstfruit children starting with Jesus Christ (Mat_3:17). 
 

Mat 3:17  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my belovedG27 Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.  

 
There is no unrighteousness in God (Psa_92:15 , Rom_9:14) and so we must conclude that if He loves 
us less at some stage in our development He is doing so to contrast in our hearts that we must grow in 
His love and the mind of Christ. That does not mean that God did not always love all of His creation 
with a perfect unconditional love. Part of that unconditional love is to show us that He has made us 
marred in His hand and unable to love as He loves. 
 
This ties back to Christ's comment to Peter who is so immature he thinks that he loves Christ more 
than others. We love God on any level only because He loved us first, and it is when He loves us that 
we are being healed. In other words, God allows us to be in bondage, so that He can deliver us at an 
appointed time as we learn of His great love and mercy toward us. 
 
This woman that Christ has Simon turned to and look at in the following verses is a type of the elect 
church who are now able to love sacrificially, loving much because God's goodness has led her to see 
the great depth of her sins. 
 

Luk 7:44  And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered 
into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, 
and wiped them with the hairs of her head.  
Luk 7:45  Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss 
my feet.  
Luk 7:46  My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with 
ointment.  
Luk 7:47  Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: 
but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.  
Luk 7:48  And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 
 
Rom 2:4  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not 
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?  

 
God is not bound to love us all with the same unconditional love always. However He will ultimately 
make us all beloved sons who will be loved as such. 

http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Godly_love.php


 
God introduces us to His love through a process of types and shadows. These shadows of His love can 
be conditional love, which lead us to understand the unconditional love of God in His perfect time, by 
way of growing in the mind of Christ (1Jn_5:2 , 1Co_2:16). 
 
Peter again is used to show us the hypocrisy which is in our flesh (telling our Lord that he won't deny 
Christ, that his love for God is strong enough to do the right thing, and yet we know that we all deny 
Christ three times in type as Peter did), to come to the only conclusion possible and that is that Christ 
won't deny himself, and God's love will accomplish what He has set out to do because He is all 
powerful (Eph_1:4).  
 

Eph 1:4  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and without blame before him in love:  

 
Christ tells us in advance therefore that we will drink the cup because He knows that we can even if we 
can't believe it at first, or profess that we can accomplish what He wants via our own power (2Ti_1:7). 
Christ is not interested in what we believe, but that we believe in Him. This is the work that we have 
been called unto (Joh_6:28-29). 
 
 
Here are the two Greek words we want to take a closer look at: 
 

G25 Agapao   ag-ap-ah'-o and G26 α    πη agape   
 
I would like to end off the study this week looking at this excerpt from Ayo Fabiyi's article on "the 
matter of Godly love" found at http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Godly_love.php 
 
Next week Lord willing we will hear Christ continue to draw out of Peter what he needs to say out loud 
for us today, as we learn that all that we say and do just as Peter did, is being worked by our Sovereign 
God who is working all things together for the good, for those who will love Him, and as we have 
shown in this study that love starts off as being very conditional, and grows God willing to be a love 
that does not wax cold at the end of this age (Rom_8:28 , Mat_24:12).  
 
--------- 
 
Let us look closely at the Greek words use for “love the world”… 

1Jn 2:15 LoveG25 [G5720] not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man loveG25 [G5725] the 

world, the loveG26 of the FatherG3962 is not in him. 
G25 
Agapao   
ag-ap-ah'-o 
Perhaps from α   γαν agan (much; or compare [H5689]); to love (in a social or moral sense): - (be-) love (-ed). Compare 
G5368. 
G26 
α  γα πη 
agape   
ag-ah'-pay 
From G25; love, that is, affection or benevolence; specifically (plural) a lovefeast: - (feast of) charity ([-ably]), dear, love. 
 
When the understanding, wisdom and knowledge of the Father through Christ begin to fill His elect, the love of God begins 
to manifest in our thoughts, ways and deeds. This love is unconditional, it depends on nothing that is done by others, and 
we show agape love of the true God to all men. We must also keep in mind that there is an agape love of the world that is 



impossible for the natural man to be drawn away from. The apostle John, to contrast the great love of the Father, uses the 
same Greek word “Agapao  ” and the love man has for the things of the world. 
As Strong’s concordance explains above, it is when we love, agape “(in a social or moral sense), affection or benevolence , 
when we hold “dear, love” the things that are in the world, and NOT OF THE FATHER. 
 
The sum of God’s words shows that agape is a type of love that is centred on obedience to a law. The question to be 
asked is who the obedience is subject to?. Whether it is to men’s doctrines, philosophy and all the things that are in the 
world, or whether it is to the true God. This “agapao” love of all that is in the world is a yoke of bondage, not the true “agape” 
love of the Father. It is a love we first have as spiritual children, carnally minded babes in Christ. 

Gal 4:3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: 
 
This bondage first masquerades itself as love to God and love of Christ. It includes bondages such as: 
 

Gal 4:9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and 
beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? 
Gal 4:10 Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. 

 
The subtlety with which the adversary deals with the spiritually carnal is such that bondage and love to the world are 
disguised as love to God and the children of God by many religion. The craftiness is such that we even, in times past, glory 
in our bondage to the love of this world and the things in it. No man will accept such ways and traditions, and allegiance to 
the things of this world can be called “bondage” by the word of God. Many in this world shows ‘love’ to each other, observe 
‘love’ to others, by “gifts and sacrifices” according to “days, and months, and times, and years” not knowing that such ways 
are carnal ordinances and beggarly elements, boundaries and hedges imposed upon them until the appearing of Christ in 
their heart, that is, the time of reformation of all things. Even while being spiritually devoured, the natural man will still glory 
and claim to have love of God, not knowing he is wallowing in the mire. 
---------- 
 
One thing that comes to mind after reading this excerpt that I wanted to add to help us consider the 
degree to which this love that Ayo is talking about is strong delusion and the verses are found in 
Mat_7:22-25 which demonstrate the two types of love being spoken about. 
 
 


