
Part 2 "Wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus":  

 
 

Joh 20:24  But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when 
Jesus came.  
Joh 20:25  The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he 
said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger 
into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.  
Joh 20:26  And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: 
then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto 
you.  
Joh 20:27  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.  
Joh 20:28  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.  
Joh 20:29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.  
Joh 20:30  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book:  
Joh 20:31  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.  

 
 
Summary of verses  (Joh_20:24-28) from last week:    
 

Joh 20:24  But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.  
Joh 20:25  The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, 
Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust 
my hand into his side, I will not believe.  
Joh 20:26  And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, 
the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.  
Joh 20:27  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy 
hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.  
Joh 20:28  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 
 

Last week we discussed the parable that Thomas' life represents: the double minded man (Didymus: a twin; 
double) or babe in Christ who we all start off as when coming to learn of God's truths. 
 
Thomas witnesses to us what is in all our flesh (as we all start off) wanting to see the print of the nails, and put 
our fingers in the print of the nails, and thrust our hand into his side. All of this is describing a process of faith 
that comes only by being given to die to the flesh and to be crucified with Christ rather than just wanting to 
know Christ and Him crucified as the early Corinthian church demonstrated (1Co_3:1). 
 

1Co 3:1  And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes 
in Christ. 

 
Our Lord is faithful to bring us into remembrance of our lack of faith as he did with Thomas, to the end that we 
can one day look behind us and understand that it is God who grants the increase (1Co_3:6) and ability to go 
beyond this immature state of being just as a servant of the household even though we are heirs (Gal_4:1). If 
we are to become mature sons in this age, then we will be received by scourging and chastening (Heb_12:6 , 
Gal_4:7 , Gal_4:30). 
 

1Co 3:6  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 
 
Gal 4:1  Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord 



of all; 
 
Heb 12:6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
 
Gal 4:7  Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 
 
Gal 4:30  Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son of the 
bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman. 
 

Please see the sections "Why Paul Wrote Corinthians" and " 'Sons' Versus 'Children' "of Mike's article on Strong 
Delusion for further clarification on these points, found at 
http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/print.php?source=/strongdelusion.php.  
 
Only after Christ comes back on the eighth day (symbol of the new man), after Thomas has had time to wrestle 
with his unbelief, does the Lord finally bring him to do what Thomas said he must do in order to believe.  This 
parable shows us what flesh is, until our Lord gives us the strength to put off this flesh and become “of the 
circumcision” who “have no confidence in the flesh” (Php_3:3).  
 

Php 3:3  For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have 
no confidence in the flesh. 

 
Thomas’ actions of first having to see and touch Christ’s wounds before proclaiming his belief (yet 
unconverted) reminds us that the putting off of this flesh will not be an immediate physical event or spiritual 
awakening, but rather a lifetime process of dying daily and coming to know that it is only through Christ that 
this new man can be formed and the old man put off as we become familiar with the fellowship of His 
sufferings (Php_3:10 , “reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side” of verse 27 and consider 1Co_10:16). 
 

Php 3:10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death; 
 
1Co 10:16  The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread 
which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 

 
This is how the patience and faith of the saints is developed, so that we can become that new government which 
is founded on faith that has been tried by our Lord (Isa_9:6 , 1Pe_1:7 , Jas_5:7 , Luk_21:19). 
 

Isa 9:6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. 
 
1Pe 1:7  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
 
Jas 5:7  Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for 
the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. 
 
Luk 21:19  In your patience possess ye your souls. 

 
 
 ************************   
Joh_20:29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed 
are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 
 
We first believe in Christ because of the physical miracles that take place either to us personally or to those who 
we know or see these miracles occurring in their lives; miracles like overcoming drug addiction, or any number 
of strongholds that convince us that there is a God.  
 

http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/print.php?source=/strongdelusion.php


At our Father’s appointed time, we stumble unto Christ (Gen_29:25) and come into the court to learn of Him 
and believe in Christ (Joh_6:44 , Joh_17:3  , Joh_8:31). God brings the elect to see that these miracles that 
occur in the court are part of the strong delusion that kept us from going beyond the milk doctrines of 
(Heb_6:1-3), and cause us to only want to know Christ and Him crucified (1Co_2:2).  

 
Gen 29:25  And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he said to Laban, What is this 
thou hast done unto me? did not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou beguiled me? 
 
Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up 
at the last day. 
 
Joh 17:3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent. 
 
Heb 6:1  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying 
again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,  
Heb 6:2  Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of 
eternal judgment.  
Heb 6:3  And this will we do, if God permit. 
 
1Co 2:2  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 
 

If we don't go beyond the milk doctrines then we begin to major in the minors so to speak and call milk meat. 
In (Gal_1:6-7) Paul marvels that these Galatians were so soon removed from him that called you into the grace 
of Christ unto another gospel. Taking the milk doctrines and telling someone that those milk doctrines are 
meat is perverting the gospel of Christ or as it is written in verse seven, "Which is not another; but there be 
some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ."  
 
No matter how much Babylon waters and plants these “first principles of the oracles of God” (Heb_5:1), unless 
the Lord gives increase (1Co_3:6), we will remain as a ‘child heir’ in the house of God, only knowing “those 
principles of the doctrine of Christ” (Heb_6:1) and not going onto the strong meat which is needed to become 
mature sons (Gal_4:1). 
 

Heb 5:1  For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that 
he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: 
 
1Co 3:6  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 
 
Heb 6:1  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying 
again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 
 
Gal 4:1  Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord 
of all; 

 
These miracles are equivalent to the manna given to Israel in the wilderness, because, like those miracles, they 
are temporary. The greater work or miracle, as Christ put it (Joh_5:20, Joh_14:12),  is to feed someone with 
spiritual bread from heaven (your mind and heart) that will sustain them through the spiritual wilderness of 
this life and enable them to become that manchild (Rev_12:5) who comes out of the wilderness of Babylon's 
many churches (Rev_18:4). 
 
In these next few verses we see some of the promises that Christ makes to His elect to be able to be sustained 
through this entire life and be able to endure until the end and drink the cup that is written in our books 
(Mar_10:39). 
 
Joh_5:20 For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him 
greater works than these, that ye may marvel. 
 



Joh_14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and 
greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 
 
Rev_12:5  And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was 
caught up unto God, and to his throne.  
 
Rev 18:4  And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers 

of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.  
 
Mar 10:39  And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I 
drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 
 
We “marvel” because of the truth and promise in (1Jn_4:17) and Christ's words that "greater works than these 
shall he do": 
 

1Jn 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he 
is, so are we in this world. 

 
The manchild is given to become part of new Jerusalem which is above (Gal_4:26),where the manchild must 
go (Eph_2:6) in order to grow to the fulness and stature of Christ (Mat_24:45, Gal_6:9, Joh_6:51, Joh_4:10, 
Eph_4:13). "Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: " and that manchild is described by Christ in this 
verse (Mat_18:3): When we receive each other as Christ received this child by setting him in his midst, we are 
as (the Christ) receiving each other, and when we receive each other as a child who is humble and entreatable 
like a child, we are receiving Christ and His/our Father (Mat_10:40-42). 
 

Gal 4:26  But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 
 
Eph 2:6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 
 
Mat 24:45  Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to 
give them meat in due season? 
 
Gal 6:9  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 
 
Joh 6:51  I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for 
ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. 
 
Joh 4:10  Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, 
Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. 
 
Eph 4:13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
 
Mat 18:3  And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Mat 10:40  He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.  
Mat 10:41  He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that 
receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward.  
Mat 10:42  And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the 
name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.  

 
How do we then enter into this new city, Jerusalem which is above, where the manchild resides, seeing we are 
talking about those who are blessed because they have not seen and yet believed? "blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have believed." 
 



Jas 4:13  Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, 
and buy and sell, and get gain:  
Jas 4:14  Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that 
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.  
Jas 4:15  For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.  
Jas 4:16  But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.  
 
Rom 3:27  Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.  

 
In order to enter into this city new Jerusalem which is above where we abide in earnest (Eph_1:14) at this time 
we must be given to acknowledge God’s sovereignty in all things (no boasting), as it is His faith and His 
strength that directs our every step and enables us to come to the point where we say in faith “If the Lord will, 
we shall live, and do this, or that.” as we go into “such a city”. 
 
Whatsoever is not done in faith is sin (Rom_14:23), and God must give us the ability to not lean unto our own 
human understanding which leads to sin and death (Pro_3:1-7). The proverb tells us to acknowledge the Lord 
in all our ways and He will direct our steps, but we also know that God must give us the ability to acknowledge 
Him or we will just go in the natural way which seems right unto our first Adam. (Pro_16:25) 

 
Rom 14:23  And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of 
faith is sin. 
 
Pro 3:1  My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:  
Pro 3:2  For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.  
Pro 3:3  Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine 
heart:  
Pro 3:4  So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.  
Pro 3:5  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  
Pro 3:6  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  
Pro 3:7  Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. 
 
Pro 16:25  There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. 

 
 
Joh_20:30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book: 
Joh_20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye might have life through his name.  
 
Christ did many other "signs" in the presence of his disciples but they were not all recorded. Why did God not 
deem it needful to write down the “many other signs” that Christ did in the presence of his disciples, or why 
were not all the accolades recorded of those acts of faith in the past in (Heb_11:32)?  
 

Heb 11:32  And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of 
Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: 

 
It is because we are told what is “sufficient”, and that it is God who is the one who has determined that: Our 
focus is on what makes us wise and free through faith, which is a gift (2Ti_3:15, Rev_1:3, Joh_8:32), just as 
Timothy was admonished to do (2Ti_3:14-17), and what Christ meant in (Mat_13:52) when He says "every 
scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which 
bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old".   
 

2Ti 3:14 But continue thou (Joh_8:31-32) in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 
knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 
2Ti 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith [Rom_3:27] which is in Christ Jesus.  



2Ti 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness:  
2Ti 3:17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
 
Rev 1:3  Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 
 
Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  
 
Rom 3:27  Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 
 
Mat 13:52  Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old. 
 

"All scripture is given by inspiration"(2Ti_3:16) and is written for this purpose: "these are written that ye might 
believe" (Joh_20:31).  
 

2Ti 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
 
Joh 20:31  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his name. 
 

What is "not written in this book" (Joh_20:30) are many of the details of each of our earthly lives, including 
Jesus' life (and all the lives of all the kings and priests and prophets of old, and the lives of each of the apostles 
etc, etc, etc.) because we are not to look to those fleshly details of any man: days months times years of 
Gal_4:10 , or that which we see and touch Joh_20:25, Joh_20:28. We start there, but come to the point by 
faith that we don't want to know Christ after the flesh (2Co_5:16).  
 

Joh 20:30  And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book: 
 
Gal 4:10  Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. 
 
Joh 20:25  The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, 
Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust 
my hand into his side, I will not believe.  
Joh 20:28  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 
 
2Co 5:16  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the 
flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 
 

Everyone’s lives (all the details) are written in God's book , as these verses demonstrate (Psa_139:16 ESV,  
Rev_20:12  ,   Joh_21:25), however we are instructed to look to the patterns laid in the whole (the sum of thy 
word is truth Psa_119:160 ASV) of the scriptures (“All scripture” or “these [that] are written”– both the new 
and old testament which is an incremental pattern (Jos_22:28 , 1Ch_28:19 , Heb_8:5) which God uses 
uniquely in each of our lives to bring us all to the same unity of faith in Christ (Eph_4:13).   

 
Psa 139:16  Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days 
that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.  (ESV) 
 
Rev 20:12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another 
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written 
in the books, according to their works. 

 
Joh 21:25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every 
one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen. 



 
Psa 119:160  The sum of thy word is truth; And every one of thy righteous ordinances endureth for ever. 
(ASV) 
 
Jos 22:28  Therefore said we, that it shall be, when they should so say to us or to our generations in time to 
come, that we may say again, Behold the pattern of the altar of the LORD, which our fathers made, not for 
burnt offerings, nor for sacrifices; but it is a witness between us and you.  
 
1Ch 28:19  All this, said David, the LORD made me understand in writing by his hand upon me, even all the 
works of this pattern.  
 
Heb 8:5  Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God 
when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the 
pattern shewed to thee in the mount.  
 
Eph 4:13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
 

Paul was acutely aware how God uses each of us as examples for each other, not giving all the fleshly details 
about any man, but inspiring the scriptures that builds the pattern, builds the temple that we are, builds the 
church his body which has many members. 
 

1Ti 1:16  Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all 
longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.  

 
This word "signs"G4592 in verse 30, comes from the base word "signified"G4591 in (Rev_1:1). Many will be 
deceived by those signs and wonders in the heavens (physically and/or spiritually speaking) (Rom_1:20 , 
Mat_24:24 "signs"G4592). God calls His elect to read, hear and keep the sayings of the prophesy knowing 
that but a few will be given to truly believe and do the works which Christ tells us will be revealed in the 
heavens (hearts and minds) of true believers (Joh_6:29). 
 

Rev 1:1  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which 
must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 
 
Rom 1:20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 
 
Mat 24:24  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; 
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 
 
Joh 6:29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath 
sent. 
 

God uses Babylon to create the strong delusion and signs which manifests as an angel of light which Paul 
warned the church against with tears for three years (Act_20:29-31 , 2Co_11:13-15). 
 

Act 20:29  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock.  
Act 20:30  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 
after them.  
Act 20:31  Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one 
night and day with tears.  
 
2Co 11:13  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  
2Co 11:14  And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.  
2Co 11:15  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.  



 
These previous verses should remind us that it is all His work (Isa_45:7): The very scriptures which were able 
to make Timothy wise unto salvation through faith were the scriptures that Paul (as Saul) was using to justify 
the destruction of the church thinking that he was doing God service (1Ti_1:13 , Joh_16:2).  
 

Isa 45:7  I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things. 
 
1Ti 1:13  Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did 
it ignorantly in unbelief. 
 
Joh 16:2  They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will 
think that he doeth God service. 
 

Christ tells us that we will not go over every city before He returns (Mat_10:23), but we are also told that Christ 
is the author and finisher of our faith (Heb_12:2) which comes from hearing the word of God (Rom_10:17-21) 
and therefore the truth that we know is the truth that sets us free (1Th_5:21 , 2Ti_1:13 , Joh_8:31-32) if God 
grants that we stay in that light and endure until the end by grace through faith which is not of ourselves but is 
a gift of God (Eph_2:8). 
 

Mat 10:23  But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall 
not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. 
 
Heb 12:2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
Rom 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  
Rom 10:18  But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words 
unto the ends of the world.  
Rom 10:19  But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are 
no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger you.  
Rom 10:20  But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest 
unto them that asked not after me.  
Rom 10:21  But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and 
gainsaying people. 
 
1Th 5:21  Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.  
 
2Ti 1:13  Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ 
Jesus.  
 
Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my 
disciples indeed;  
Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  
 
Eph 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
 

So let’s look at this last verse to get a more complete view on these two verses:  
 
Joh_20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye might have life through his name.  
 
In this verse we are told that those things which were written, were written so that "ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name." 
(Joh_20:31, Joh_17:3). So these things are written so that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, and that 
we are the Christ of Christ, and again to drive the point home I ask, how is it possible that we believe what we 
read? (Rom_3:27). 
 



Joh 17:3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent. 
 
Rom 3:27  Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 

 
We’ve seen that "ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name" is equivalent to this comment about Timothy where it is written that 
"from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus". To add to this thought, Timothy’s ability (and ours) to 
be made wise unto salvation by knowing the spiritual message behind the letter of God's word is only possible 
when the message is accompanied with faith that comes as a gift toward those to whom God grants it 
(Heb_4:2, Eph_2:8). 
 

Heb 4:2  For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit 
them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 
 
Eph 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
 

Consider the prophets of old as an example of patience to that end (Jas_5:10) and consider that they 
prophesied not unto themselves but unto us (1Pe_1:12). They ministered not unto themselves but unto us with 
all those types and shadows (1Co_10:11) and Christ has told us that we are blessed and holy to be able to read, 
hear and keep those prophesies that others have stored up (laid the pattern) for our benefit (Luk_10:24). 
 

Jas 5:10  Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of 
suffering affliction, and of patience. 
 
1Pe 1:12  Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, 
which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 
 
1Co 10:11  Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
 
Luk 10:24  For I tell you, that many prophets and kings have desired to see those things which ye see, and 
have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them. 

 
We now long for the day when we can (as a dear brother said to me once) "return the favour". 
 

Rom 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in 
your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.  
Rom 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and 
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:  
 
Rom 11:30 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their 
unbelief:  
Rom 11:31 Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. 

 
 
 
 


