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Joh 20:17  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to 
my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and 
your God.  
Joh 20:18  Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he 
had spoken these things unto her.  
Joh 20:19  Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were 
shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the 
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.  
Joh 20:20  And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were 
the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.  
Joh 20:21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even 
so send I you.  
Joh 20:22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost:  
Joh 20:23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye 
retain, they are retained. 
 
 
*************  
 
 
Joh_20:17  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to 
my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and 
your God.  
 
This parable that Christ spoke tells us that we can't touch Him until he has ascended and is a shadow of this 
verse in (Joh_16:7). 
 

Joh 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

 
Christ tells Mary who represents the church to  "go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto 
my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God." 
 
Tell the brethren that as he is so are we (1Jn_4:17), tell them that Christ must ascend to our Father and to our 
God within our heavens as we are reminded in the parable of Jacob's ladder (Gen_28:12). We share in this 
ascension with Christ in us as each joint contributes in growing us together in the grace and knowledge of our 
saviour. We are with Christ in us on that throne, seated with Him in heavenly places in earnest (Col_1:27, 
Eph_2:6, Eph_6:18-22). 
 

1Jn 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he 
is, so are we in this world. 
 
Gen 28:12  And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: 
and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 
 
Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 
 



Eph 2:6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 
 
Eph 6:18  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication for all saints;  
Eph 6:19  And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make 
known the mystery of the gospel,  
Eph 6:20  For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.  
Eph 6:21  But that ye also may know my affairs, and how I do, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful 
minister in the Lord, shall make known to you all things:  
Eph 6:22  Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that ye might know our affairs, and that he 
might comfort your hearts.  
 

 
Joh_20:18  Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he 
had spoken these things unto her.  
 
Mary now tells the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these  things unto her, all of 
which seemed like "idle tales" to them. 
 

Luk 24:9  And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest.  
Luk 24:10  It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that 
were with them, which told these things unto the apostles.  
Luk 24:11  And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.  

 
We know of the idle tales of the world around us, Christmas, Easter, etc... so why when we bring the true gospel 
spoken to us from God's word, the very gospel that will set men free and take them out of the bondage of the 
law do people see it as "idle tales" and as just our opinion (Rom_11:25). 
 

Gal_4:9  But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak 
and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?  
Gal_4:24  Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, 
which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar.  
Gal_4:25  For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in 
bondage with her children.  
Gal_5:1  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage.  
Heb_2:15  And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.  
2Pe_2:19  While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a 
man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.  
 
Rom 11:25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in 
your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.  
 
Joh 8:43  Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. 

 
 
Joh_20:19  Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were 
shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the 
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.  
 
We are seeing one of the four times mentioned that Christ shows up after he was resurrected, and in this 
instance on the 1st day of the week, day eight once again to symbolize the new man, Christ comes through the 
doors (Rev_3:7) that were shut for fear of the Jews (the law). Perfect love has no fear, and the law is still 
generating fear in the hearts of Christ's disciples at this time, a fear which he has come to drive away. It is when 
Christ is in the midst of us that we have peace and that true liberty becomes ours (Col_1:27, Joh_14:27). 
 

Rev 3:7  And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is 



true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man 
openeth; 
 
Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 
 
Joh 14:27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
 
Rom_8:21  Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God.  
 
2Co_3:17  Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  
 
Gal_5:1  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage.  
 
Jas_1:25  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.  
 

 
Joh_20:20  And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the 
disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.  
 
Only when they saw the physical marks in Christ's hands, and physical marks on His side were the disciples 
glad and convinced that they saw the Lord (Joh_4:48). The shadow for us is that when we have hands that are 
pierced and no longer doing our own works, and a side that is connected to the second Adam and not our first 
Adam as Eve the mother of us all was, will we be able to see Christ spiritually and understand that we have a 
new mother, Jerusalem above who is the mother of us all (the new Eve).  
 

Joh 4:48  Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe. 
 
It will be through much tribulation that our first Eve is disconnected from our first Adam and the mark on 
Christ side is a shadow of the ripping of this veil which is his flesh which represents the church. 
 
The disciples were yet to suffer the way our Lord had suffered and could not be convinced it was him except for 
the seeing of a physical miracle of having a resurrected Christ in their midst.  
 
The real way we are to eventually believe on Christ is to have Him not within our physical midst seeing the 
physical miracles, but rather within us spiritually and seeing the spiritual miracles unfolding minute by minute 
within our lives. 
 
We are being told by Christ's witness to his yet unbelieving disciples that it will be by their suffering going 
forward, and filling up within their flesh what is behind of Christ's affliction (Col_1:24) that they will be able to 
truly see Christ and believe without physically seeing him in his flesh (Joh_20:29, Col_1:27). 
 

Col 1:24  Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of 
Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: 
 
Joh 20:29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed. 
 
Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

 
 
Joh_20:21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so 



send I you.  
 
Now Christ declares the peace that will come upon them when they are able to unburden themselves of all their 
cares and receive that peace that passes all understanding by having a right relationship with our Father and 
his Son, and by extension all of mankind. 
 
For now their peace is being generated by the comforting fact of knowing that the Lord is in their midst, 
however the greater and sustainable peace that passes all understanding will come when Christ is within them 
by way of the holy spirit being given on Pentecost. 
 
To walk in and out and amongst so great a people (1Ki_3:9) is the dream of Solomon which will be realized by 
all of God's family once Christ is indeed walking in the midst of all men’s hearts (1Co_15:28). This dream, 
which is one, is what will bring about the lasting peace and increase of God's Kingdom to come (Isa_9:7).  
 

1Ki 3:9  Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between 
good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people? 
 
1Co 15:28  And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto 
him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. 
 
Isa 9:7  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

 
When Christ says "as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you" it is to be understood that all things 
are ours (1Co_3:21), that we will have peace that passes all understanding (Php_4:7) and that these verses will 
be fulfilled, but it will also be accompanied with persecution and rejection just as Christ’s life was (Mar_10:30, 
Joh_15:20). 
 
Isa 9:7  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.  
 

1Co 3:21  Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours; 
 
Php 4:7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. 
 
Mar 10:30  But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and 
mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 
 
Joh 15:20  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 

 
 
Joh_20:22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost:  
Joh_20:23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye 
retain, they are retained.  
 
http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Conversion_first_began.php: 
 
"When Christ "breathed on them and said, Receive you the holy spirit," He did not say 'You have received the 
holy spirit." That, as we are plainly told, did not take place until the day of Pentecost"  
 
The spirit of God was given on Pentecost and not in this situation as some have taught and believed. These 
truly are yet carnal Christians who are being inspired and moved by the miracles which are around them, while 

http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Conversion_first_began.php


as yet there is no inward conversion. This will only occur on Pentecost and Christ breathing on them is the 
shadow of them receiving the indwelling of the spirit on Pentecost (He is preparing their hearts for that day 
which is yet to come).  
 
What will be the result of having the holy spirit breathed on these disciples for this present time, prior to 
Pentecost? (The spirit was breathed on them and was not indwelling, just as the prophets of old were inspired 
by a measure of faith which was also given to the disciples at this time 2Pe_1:21). 
 

2Pe 1:21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. 

 
John the Baptist is a type of the elect and shows us what we are capable of doing with a measure of faith, which 
is stated in the next verse (Joh_20:23).  
 

Joh 20:23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they 
are retained. 

 
God willing we won't lose sight of the inward application of this verse in (Joh_20:23), which is what its primary 
meaning is directed at. There was a level of repentance with John the Baptist’s disciples even as there is in the 
court or the churches of Babylon today, but how can we become a new creation and make war with the beast 
(Rev_13:4) that tells us we have free moral agency? This will take the indwelling of the holy spirit, and God 
brings so many so far, but it is only Christ who can finish this race within the few now, by granting them deep 
repentance and understanding of the sinful nature of our flesh that wants to keep that beast on the throne of 
our hearts. Unless the Lord gives us victory to make war with the beast we are, we can never be amongst those 
who are called, chosen and faithful 
(Psa_127:1, Rev_13:4, Rev_17:14). 
 

Joh 20:23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they 
are retained. 
 
Rev 13:4  And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, 
saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? 
 
Psa 127:1  A Song of degrees for Solomon. Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that 
build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. 
 
Rev 17:14  These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, 
and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

 
This forgiveness or remitting and retaining of sins is another shadow of the forgiveness that will come about 
when the spirit of God is abiding within us, enabling us to forgive all our enemies of all their trespasses 
(Luk_23:34), forgiving all our enemies within us, and no longer being so easily beset by sin (Heb_12:1). 
Repentance and the forgiveness of sins, and the letting go of grievances and the sins of others, which easily 
beset us, is all a gift from God and a demonstration of His goodness and mercy toward us (Rom_2:4) as first 
fruits, and then using us, “that he might have mercy upon all” (Rom_11:28-32). 
 

Luk 23:34  Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his 
raiment, and cast lots. 
 
Heb 12:1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us, 
 
Rom 2:4  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that 
the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 
 



Rom 11:28  As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are 
beloved for the fathers' sakes.  
Rom 11:29  For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.  
Rom 11:30  For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their 
unbelief:  
Rom 11:31  Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy.  
Rom 11:32  For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.  

 
An earlier type of this process of remitting and retaining of sins is found in the story of the watchman in 
(Eze_3:17-19) and (Eze_33:6-9). We are to be used to “warn them from me”. 
 

Eze 3:17  Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my 
mouth, and give them warning from me.  
Eze 3:18  When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest 
to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but 
his blood will I require at thine hand.  
Eze 3:19  Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he 
shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul. 
 
Eze 33:6  But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned; 
if the sword come, and take any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will 
I require at the watchman's hand.  
Eze 33:7  So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt 
hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me.  
Eze 33:8  When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn 
the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.  
Eze 33:9  Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he 
shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.  

 
Rom_2:4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that 
the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?  

 
In summary, we have seen today that Christ must ascend so we can follow as His body. With Christ in us, each 
joint contributes in growing us together in the grace and knowledge of our saviour. With the mind of Christ, 
our 1st man Adam decreases as we die daily. We are taken out of the bondage of the law into the liberty that is 
Christ Jesus, wherein our love is made perfect and without fear, in obedience to  his commandments that are 
life giving. In these actions and works that can only come with Christ in us, as those watchmen we bring the 
world to Him, as they come into judgment and repentance and faith in Christ that will overcome their world as 
it is doing little by little in ours today. 
 
1Jn 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, 
so are we in this world.  
1Jn 4:18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is 
not made perfect in love.  
1Jn 4:19  We love him, because he first loved us.  
1Jn 4:20  If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom 
he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?  
1Jn 4:21  And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.  
1Jn 5:1  Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat 
loveth him also that is begotten of him.  
1Jn 5:2  By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.  
1Jn 5:3  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.  
1Jn 5:4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith.  
1Jn 5:5  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 


