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Joh_20:1 The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the 
sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.  
 
Part of the symbolism in this verse speaks to the new creation, the new man! “The first day of the week 
cometh Mary Magdalene early” The first day, added to the week which had passed adds up to the number 
eight which represents the new man who is now risen, and it is a woman, a symbol of the elect church who 
comes early while it is yet dark in the world, to have preeminence in seeing that Christ is risen (Eph_2:6 , 
Jas_1:18). 
 

Eph 2:6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 
 
Jas 1:18  Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his 
creatures. 

 
Mary goes “unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre”, symbolism to 
once again show us that ‘no man’ can go unto the son (Joh_6:44), but the elect church is granted this honour to 
“seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.” In other words, we see beyond the letter and 
understand that it is the spirit that quickens and that the words that Christ speaks are spirit and life (2Co_3:3 , 
Joh_6:63). 

 
Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up 
at the last day. 
 
2Co 3:3  Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not 
with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. 
 
Joh 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit, and they are life. 

 
The stone being taken away from the sepulchre is a symbol, like the veil being ripped in the temple. When the 
veil is ripped, the flesh which is that veil (Heb 10:20) is being destroyed and the man of perdition is being 
revealed (2Th_2:3). In the same manner those who are being crushed in this age by this stone (Jesus Christ), 
will have their man of perdition destroyed (Luk_20:18). 
 

2Th 2:3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
 
Luk 20:18  Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind 
him to powder. 

 

The same Strong numbers (G142 , G3037) are used in both Joh 8:59 and Joh 20:1. Jesus is hid in Joh 8:59 

and not found in Joh 20:1. The stone is taken up G142 in Joh 8:59 and taken away in G142 Joh 20:1. In John 
8, he leaves the temple (that we are) whereas in Joh 20 he leaves the sepulchre (death) to show us that it is 
through (dia G1223 Col_1:22) death that we are made lively stones ourselves instead of destructive stones 
trying to kill Christ. Only after the man of perdition is taken off the throne does Christ take his rightful place in 
that temple.  
 
Christ can't abide in a temple where the man of perdition resides, and it will only be by the death of the first 
man Adam that Christ will be able to abide within us (Rev_15:8). All flesh must decrease, including Christ's 
flesh in order to see the new man formed within us, and therefore Christ says it is expedient that I go away so 
the comforter can be sent to form this new creation (Joh_16:7). 
 



1st  step Joh_8:59  Then took they upG142 stonesG3037  to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, 
and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 

2nd step Joh_20:1  The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet 

dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stoneG3037 taken awayG142 from the sepulchre. 
 
Joh 8:59  Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going 
through the midst of them, and so passed by. 
2Th 2:3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away 
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  
1Pe_2:5  Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
Rev 15:8  And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was 
able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled.  
Joh 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  
 
 
Joh_20:2 Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus 
loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know 
not where they have laid him.  
 
The Lord does a quick work in his body (the church) which Mary represents as she runs. She is brought to see 
Simon Peter and the other disciple whom Jesus loved. In this instance because Simon Peter is mentioned first, 
he represents the court which is where we are first witnessed to of our Lord being resurrected, whereas John 
who is loved of Jesus represents the elect (Rom_9:13).  
 

Rom 9:13  As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 
 
These two are also a symbol of us as a “kind of firstfruit” and witness (number 2) to each other and the world – 
Simon Peter “little rock” and the “beloved” disciple both a symbol of the Christ’s Christ who are told this news 
first. We are elected before the foundation of the world and Peter and John remind us that we are both the 
kletos (“called” G2822) and ekletos (“chosen” G1588). It is 3-step process to go from one to the other to 
becoming faithful (“believing”G4103) (Rev_17:14). 
 

Rev 17:14  These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, 
and King of kings: and they that are with him are called,G2822 andG2532 chosen,G1588 andG2532 faithfulG4103. 

 
We all first stumble unto Christ in darkness, before our Pentecost event, and although we are right in the throes 
of all the events of Christ’s life and death we are yet blind as to where Christ truly is, and how he got there. 
“They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid 
him.” is another way of expressing these verses: (Mat_24:26, Joh_20:29). 
 
 

Mat 24:26  Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the 
secret chambers; believe it not. 
 
Joh 20:29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed. 

 
We are naturally blind before we are granted sight, lest we boast of ourselves! 
 

Eph 4:18  Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance 
that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 
 
Rom 11:25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in 
your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 



 
Eph 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  
Eph 2:9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  
Eph 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

 
 
Joh_20:3 Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre.  
 
Peter is mentioned first as going forth and then the other disciple (John), to demonstrate that we run this race 
together with the court that is joined unto us as Peter was to John in this instance. The court brings us to 
Christ, and just like Peter did so often typifying ourselves, we stumble over Christ in the court, but are crushed 
by Christ in the temple (Mat_21:44). 
 

Mat 21:44  And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powder. 

 
The last shall be first and the first shall be last in this race (Mat_20:16 , 1Co_9:24 , Php_3:14) . We all have to 
be both Peter and John in this story as we head toward the sepulchre of Christ to bear witness of His 
resurrection and the order in which His plan has been purposed (1Co_15:23). 
 

Mat 20:16  So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen. 
 
1Co 9:24  Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may 
obtain. 
 
Php 3:14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
1Co 15:23  But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his 
coming. 

 
 
Any commments on these first 3 verses?  Joh_20:1-3 
 
 
Joh_20:4 So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to 
the sepulchre.  
 
Peter and John run together, but one is going to win this race, and although that which is natural is first 
(1Co_15:46), the spiritual man will come out on top at the end of the race (Mat_10:39).  
 

1Co 15:46  Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which 
is spiritual. 
 
Mat 10:39  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it. 

 
Sin’s desire will be to rule over us all our lives (Gen_4:7), but we will be more than conquerors (Rom_8:37) in 
this race if Christ is running the race within us (Col_1:27, 1Co_9:25 , 2Ti_2:10). We’re promised a photo finish 
as well at the end of it all so we never forget who gave us the victory all along in these vessels of clay (1Pe_4:18 , 
Mar_13:13 , Php_4:13). 
 

Gen 4:7  If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And 
unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. 
 
Rom 8:37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
 



Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:  
 
1Co 9:25  And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 
 
2Ti 2:10  Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is 
in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 
 
1Pe 4:18  And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? 
 
Mar 13:13  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the 
same shall be saved. 
 
Php 4:13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
 

 
Joh_20:5 And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.  
Joh_20:6 Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the 
linen clothes lie,  
Joh_20:7 And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped 
together in a place by itself.  
Joh_20:8 Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, 
and believed. 
 
John takes the posture of stooping down, and does not run into the sepulchre. He sees the linen clothes but not 
the napkin that was “wrapped together in a place by itself”. 
 
Peter then follows and goes right into the sepulchre, he sees the linen cloth and the napkin, “that was about 
his head,” which was “not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.” 
 
The symbolism is there in the clothes themselves, as well as the two men and the order in which the story 
unfolds. The linen clothes are seen by both men because we all know Christ after the flesh at first, the physical. 
The symbolism of John not identifying that part of Christ’s burial clothes connected to His head tells us that we 
don’t want to even know Christ after the flesh (2Co_5:16), and again we are blessed when we believe and have 
not seen Christ. 
 

2Co 5:16  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the 
flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 

 
The napkin (that covered the head) is folded, “not lying with the linen clothes,” “but wrapped together 
in a place by itself.” separated from the rest telling us that God does all things decently and in order 
(1Co_14:40). It is Christ and his Christ who go without the camp Heb_13:13 for a trespass offering (Lev_6:11). 
 

1Co 14:40  Let all things be done decently and in order. 
 
Heb 13:13  Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. 
 
Lev 6:11  And he shall put off his garments, and put on other garments, and carry forth the ashes without the 
camp unto a clean place. 
 

 
Joh_20:8 Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, 
and believed.  
 
Peter goes in first and sees both pieces but it is John who is mentioned to have seen and believed. Again we are 
reminded that the first shall be last and the last shall be first. 



 
There is no mention of Peter believing at this point, but that John “believed”. Blessed are they who believe and 
have not seen is the lesson for us (Joh_20:29 , Rev_1:3 , Rev_20:6). We are blessed and holy when we have 
part in the first resurrection, whether that is in earnest (Eph_2:6) or one day in the fullness (Php_3:14). Again 
God’s word does not say that Peter believed or didn’t believe but God’s spirit does inspire the words for us 
concerning John: “and he saw, and believed”. 
 

2Co 5:7  For we live by believing and not by seeing (NLT) 
 

Joh 20:29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed. 
 
Rev 1:3  Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 
 
Rev 20:6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. 
 
Eph 2:6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 
 
Php 3:14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

 
Joh_20:9 For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.  
 
Peter and John still do not yet understand the scripture that he must rise again from the dead , but John is 
convinced and believes that Christ is risen Joh_20:8. The point is not that they couldn't believe that Christ was 
risen because it says that John believed, but rather that this is still believing in a raised Christ and not being 
able to understand that we must be dead to sin and alive and risen in Christ (Eph_2:6) (Pentecost had not yet 
come, for now they just see the physical miracle!) 
 

Luk 18:33  And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again.  
Luk 18:34  And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they 
the things which were spoken.  

 
[these things are explained succinctly in 1Co 15:] 
 

1Co 15:17  And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.  
1Co 15:20  But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.  
1Co 15:22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  
1Co 15:23  But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his 
coming.  
1Co 15:26  The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.  
1Co 15:28  And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto 
him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.  

 
 
Knowing the scripture does not convert our hearts (2Ti_3:7), it is a gift from God to believe (Eph_2:8), 
however believing in itself is not conversion. We will grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and saviour 
if God will permit, as we study to show ourselves workmen approved (2Ti_2:15 , Heb_6:3 , 1Co_3:6). It is 
therefore by being given to abide in the truth, that the truth will set us free (Joh_8:32). 
 

2Ti 3:7  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
 
Eph 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
 



2Ti 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth. 
 
Heb 6:3  And this will we do, if God permit. 
 
1Co 3:6  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 
 
Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

 
Believing is not enough, but abiding in that belief, and staying in the word is what will turn both these men into 
disciples indeed if it was written in their books, which indeed it was! 
 

Joh 8:30  As he spake these words, many believed on him.  
Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my 
disciples indeed;  
Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

 
 
any comments on these verses? Joh_20:4-9 
 
 
Joh_20:10  Then the disciples went away again unto their own home.  
Joh_20:11 But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, 
and looked into the sepulchre,  
 
It is Mary representing the elect church who “stood (Eph_6:13) without [outside of] at the sepulchre 
weeping:” not the disciples who go to "their own home" (Joh_21:3). 
 

Eph 6:13  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand. 
 
Joh 21:3  Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went 
forth, and entered into a ship immediately; 

 
She is a symbol of our sighing and crying for the abominations of this world (Eze_9:4). She is without the 
sepulchre but is still leaning towards (stooping down into) it, as she cannot by herself see life beyond death. All 
we can see at this point is death. This crying and leaning toward the sepulchre is a precursor for all of God’s 
elect before we are brought into close communion with the two witnesses which is what the two angels 
represent who Mary is about to see.  
 

Eze 9:4  And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and 
set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the 
midst thereof. 

 
Mary has part of the process with the sighing and crying as we all do in the world and in the camp and in the 
court, but she is still leaning unto her own understanding. 
 

Pro 3:3  Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine 
heart [sigh and cry]:  
Pro 3:4  So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.  
Pro 3:5  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 

 
 
Joh_20:12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, 
where the body of Jesus had lain.  
 



These two angels represent the elect, and sit at either end of the mercy throne of God in Exo_25:19. Mercy 
rules over judgement (Jas_2:13)and this sepulchre is where we see the greatest act of mercy and love of our 
Father communicated between the two cherubims (Exo_25:22): God so loves the world that he gives his 
only begotten son, head (Christ) and the two angels or body of (the Christ)(Eph_1:22). 
 

Exo 25:19  And make one cherub on the one end, and the other cherub on the other end: even of 
the mercy seat shall ye make the cherubims on the two ends thereof.  
 
Jas 2:13  For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against 
judgment. 
 
Exo 25:22  And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the 
mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things 
which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.  
 
Eph 1:22  And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 

 
 
any comments on these verses? Joh_20:10-12 
 
 
Joh_20:13 And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they 
have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.  
Joh_20:14 And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and 
knew not that it was Jesus.  
 
Woman, why weepest thou? Why are you sighing and crying Mary? Of course Christ knows that’s exactly 
what she should be doing but he’s asking her the question to get her to say it out loud! There is neither faith nor 
understanding in this statement, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid him.” 
 
We all have to experience this sense of helplessness and not knowing just like John the Baptist in prison having 
lost his confidence and faith. Christ gives to us and takes away our faith so that we know where it is coming 
from. Mary has no answers to her questions that God has placed in her heart; notice when she had thus said, 
she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus, because it is written that she 
turned herself back. We can know nothing without Christ. 
 

Joh 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

 
 
Joh_20:15  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, 
supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me 
where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.  
Joh_20:16  Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is 
to say, Master.  
 
 
KJV mistranslates verse 16 in that it says that "she turned herself". A better translation can be found in the 
literal translations, especially the CLV: 
 

Joh 20:16 Jesus is saying to her, "Miriam! Now, being turned, she is saying to Him in Hebrew, "Rabboni!" 
(CLV) 

 
Christ talks to her and is likened unto a gardener who most certainly is working on the spiritual garden of 
Mary’s heart, because now when she is turned she says “Rabboni; which is to say, Master.” It is only when 



Christ calls us by name that we are given to see Him. Many are called, but few are chosen to hear the voice of 
the true shepherd (Rev_2:17). 
 

Rev 2:17  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, 
which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 

 
Mary is called by name here, and the disciple whom Jesus loved is not named his old name in this chapter 
either: John is not being called ‘John’ here – he is being called by the elect’s new name ‘beloved’ or ‘him whom 
Jesus loved’ (Deu_33:12). We receive both a new name and are called by name as God’s elect (Isa_45:3 , 
Rev_2:17 , Isa_62:2 , Rev_3:12). Mary is us when we are ever seeking but not able to come to the knowledge of 
the truth (whom seekest thou?) which can only come by being given to hear the voice of the true shepherd, the 
only true God and Jesus Christ (Joh_17:3).  
 

Deu 33:12  And of Benjamin he said, The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by him; and the LORD 
shall cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between his shoulders.  
 
Isa 45:3   And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest 
know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.  
 
Rev 2:17  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new 
name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 
 
Isa 62:2  And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a 
new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name. 
 
Rev 3:12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: 
and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, 
which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. 
 

Joh 17:3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent. 

 
 

Any comments on these verses? Joh_20:13-16 
 


