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Joh_19:1  Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.  
 
What kind of man was Pilate? As mentioned in last week’s study he is a politician in spirit, and 
he is going to maintain the popular vote at all costs even if it means putting an innocent man 
to death.  Despite the fact that "he knew that for envy they had delivered him", and 
that his wife, (a type of the church) suffered many things (Act 14:22) in a dream (the dream is 
one), and that he had three times confessed that he found no fault in this man... (Joh_18:38, 
Joh_19:4 , Joh_19:6): 
 

Act 14:22  Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the 
faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 
 
Joh 18:38  Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out 
again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all. 
 
Joh 19:4  Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth 
to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him. 
 
Joh 19:6  When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, 
Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no 
fault in him. 

 
...despite all this, Pilate was still compelled to go ahead to have Him scourged and have Him 
delivered over to be crucified. This all sounds like Judas’ condition that needed to have Christ 
tell him " That thou doest, do quickly.", and this after Satan had entered into him (Joh_13:27). 
Unbeknownst to our flesh we are going to deny Christ exactly in the manner that it is written 
in each of our books, because God is working all of this (Eph_1:11). 
 

Mat 27:17  Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will 
ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?   
Mat 27:18  For he knew that for envy they had delivered him.  
Mat 27:19  When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, 
Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a 
dream because of him.  
 
Joh 13:27  And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou 
doest, do quickly. 
 
Eph 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to 
the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

 
The scourging is what every son and daughter has to go through to be received (Heb_12:6). 
Christ was scourged and the number of times he was scourged is not mentioned however it is 
likely that it was the same number of times that Paul was flogged which was 40 times save 1 
(2Co_11:24). 



 
Heb 12:6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 
receiveth. 
 
2Co 11:24  Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 
 

The symbolism in the numbers is striking; we have 3 for the process of the judgement of flesh, 
and 9 for judgement. The 40 minus 1 gives us hope because 40 represents trials, but 40 minus 
1 tells us how we are going to endure this cross, and that would be by the 1 through whom we 
can endure all things “Christ” (Php_4:13). 

 
Heb 12:6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 
receiveth. 
 
Isa 28:14  Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people 
which is in Jerusalem.  
Isa 28:15  Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we 
at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: 
for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves:  
Isa 28:16  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a 
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not 
make haste.  
Isa 28:17  Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the 
hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.  
Isa 28:18  And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell 
shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden 
down by it. 
 
 2Co 11:24  Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.  
 
Php 4:13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
 

Christ tells us in Matthew, Mark and Luke what He and we are going to experience as  Christ 
and His Christ in these verses (Mat_10:17, Mat_20:19, Mat_23:34, Mar_10:34, Luk_18:33) 
and then we see Christ himself experienced this in (Joh_19:1) which is the same word for 
scourged used in (Heb_12:6). 
 

Mat 10:17  But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will 
scourge you in their synagogues; 
 
Mat 20:19  And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify 
him: and the third day he shall rise again. 
 
Mat 23:34  Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and 
some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your 
synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: 
 
Mar 10:34  And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and 
shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise again. 



 
Luk 18:33  And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall 
rise again. 
 
Joh 19:1  Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged G3146 him. 
Heb 12:6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth G3146 every son whom 
he receiveth. 

 
The word scourge (G3146) has a root word plague in it, which reminds us of the seven last 
plagues (Rev_21:9). 

 
Rev 21:9  And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of 
the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, 
the Lamb's wife. 
 
“scourged” G3146                 mastigoo      mas-tig-o'-o 
From G3148; to flog (literally or figuratively): - scourge. 

 

G3148            mastix   mas'-tix 
Probably from the base of G3145 (through the idea of contact); a whip (literally the 
Roman flagellum for criminals; figuratively a disease): - plague, scourging. 

 
 
Joh_19:2  And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and 
they put on him a purple robe,  
 
Now the mockery begins because the governor and the nations are not righteous. This simply 
tells us what we are before Christ begins to give us power to govern over the nations within us. 
 

Pro 14:34  Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people. 
 
Hab 2:8  Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all the remnant of the people shall spoil 
thee; because of  men's blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that 
dwell therein. 
 
Mat 23:35  That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the 
blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew 
between the temple and the altar.  
Mat 23:36  Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.  

 
The wickedness within men is being made manifest, while Christ's hope is resting in the 
deliverance that He knows His Father is going to bring to Him to. 
 

Pro 14:32  The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous hath hope in his 
death.  

 
The platted crown of thorns put on His head and the purple robe are two important symbols 
to understand about this time in Christ's life: 
 



The crown of thorns is a symbol of the false doctrines that Christ had to resist unto the 
shedding of blood (Heb_12:4 , 1Jn_4:17),  
 

http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/Unpardonable_sin.php:  
 

Heb 6:8  But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto 
cursing; whose end is to be burned. 
 
"Thorns and briers" are false doctrines, which false doctrines we have all been guilty of 
spreading at one time. 
 
Eze 2:6  And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their words, 
though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among scorpions: be not 
afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious 
house. 
 
Heb 12:4  Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. 
 
1Jn 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of 
judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 

 
and the purple robe is a symbol of the bruising we put upon Him (Isa_53:10 , Act_4:27-28 , 
Isa_53:4-5 ,Gal_3:13 , Col 1:24), which was the only means by which we could one day be 
clothed with His righteousness which is symbolized by white linen, the linen of the saints 
(Rev_19:8 , Rev_19:13-14). 
 
Isa 53:10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt 
make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the 
pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
 
Act 4:27  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, 
Act 4:28  For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. 
 
Isa 53:4  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
Isa 53:5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 
 
Gal 3:13  Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it 
is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 
 
Col 1:24  Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: 
 
Rev 19:8  And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: 
for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 
 
Rev 19:13  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The 
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Word of God. 
Rev 19:14  And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in 
fine linen, white and clean. 
 
 
Joh_19:3  And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands.  
 

Sarcasm is alive and well in this age, as we look at the word "Hail" 
G5463

 in this verse. 
 
1) to rejoice, be glad 
2) to rejoice exceedingly 
3) to be well, thrive 
4) in salutations, hail! 
5) at the beginning of letters: to give one greeting, salute 
 
What was Christ thinking of at this moment? We don't know what he was thinking but we 
know that  he would have been able to "rejoice always" in any situation(1Th_5:16) and that 
this word "Hail" is not a word anyone could fulfill at this instance unless the Father had 
given Him the needed measure of spirit to endure this trial (Joh_3:34). Christ could rejoice 
even in the face of this mob as they “smote him with their hands”. Christ is our example 
of what we can endure (1Pe_2:21 . Phi_4:13) if it should ever come to this level of persecution 
or beyond as it did with Steven (Act_7:59-60). 
 

1Th 5:16  Rejoice evermore. 
 
Joh 3:34  For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the 
Spirit by measure unto him. 
 
1Pe 2:21  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example, that ye should follow his steps: 
 
Php 4:13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
 
Act 7:59  And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit. 
Act 7:60  And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 

Mat 5:12  Rejoice G5463, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so 
persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 
 

Luk 10:20  Notwithstanding in this rejoiceG5463 not, that the spirits are subject unto you; 

but rather rejoiceG5463, because your names are written in heaven.  
 
Heb 12:2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.  

 



Christ promises his elect that they will be able to drink the cup that the Father has written in 
their books (Mar_10:39). 
 

Mar 10:39  And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed 
drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be 
baptized: 

 
When Mary (a type of the elect Church, who will have Christ formed in her for 9 months = 
judgment  (1Pe_4:17) is greeted by an angel (Luk_1:28 ), these are the inspired words the 
angel is given, and which we pray we will be blessed and holy to be able to proclaim as God’s 
angels or messengers in this age to each other (Rev 19:10). 
 

1Pe 4:17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first 
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?  
 

Luk_1:28  And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail G5463, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.  
 
Rev 19:10  And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I 
am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: 
for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

 
Blessed are we among woman (churches), and highly favoured because the Lord is with us 
(Rev_1:3, Rev_20:6 , Heb_13:5). 
 

Rev 1:3  Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and 
keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 
 
Rev 20:6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a thousand years. 
 
Heb 13:5  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things 
as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
 

Mary was pierced in her soul, which is what happens to our souls by the word of God (the 
sword) piercing us so that we lose our first soulish Adam but gain the life of Christ within as 
we die daily (Luk_2:35 , Mat_10:39 , 1Co_15:31).  

 
Luk 2:35  (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed. 
 
Mat 10:39  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall 
find it. 
 
1Co 15:31  I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 
 

Christ was pierced after He was dead as a reminder that there is yet the body to be pierced, 
and when we are cursed of men and pierced, we are to be dead to sin and alive in Christ 



(Rom_6:11). Christ has gone on to make this possible for us to endure this piercing while we 
are yet alive (Joh_16:7 , Heb 2:18 , Heb 4:14-15). 
 

Rom 6:11  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Joh 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 
 
Heb 2:18  For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them 
that are tempted. 
 
Heb 4:14  Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 
Heb 4:15  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 

 
Luk 2:35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed. 

 
We are pierced through in our hearts, filling up what is behind of the afflictions of Christ, 
(Col_1:24) so that we may be used of God to judge the world and angels (1Co_6:3), to reveal 
the thoughts of many hearts. 
 

Col 1:24  Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: 
 
1Co 6:3  Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to 
this life? 

 
John does make a point to mention that it was with their hands that they “smote him”. Our 
hands smote the Rock just as Moses did in his anger (Num_20:11) demonstrating that we 
think we have something to offer God when in fact just like Peter all our words will come back 
to witness against the hypocrisy which is in our flesh (Luk_22:60-61). We crucify Christ 
afresh (Heb_6:6), and it is by our putting Him to death that God made a way to demonstrate 
how great His love is for us (Joh_3:16).  Christ was the means by which we would be accepted 
of the Father and reconciled by His death, how much more will we not now be saved by His 
life which is in us (Rom_5:10). 

 
Num 20:11  And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and 
the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. 
 
Luk 22:60  And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And immediately, while he 
yet spake, the cock crew. 
Luk 22:61  And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word 
of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 
 
Heb 6:6  If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify 
to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. 



 
Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
 
Rom 5:10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.  
 
Heb 9:14  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God? 

 
These dead works are being demonstrated by our smiting Christ with our hands, but as we can 
see God is making a way through His awesome hand to reconcile us. 
 
 
Joh_19:4  Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring 
him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him. 
 
Now Pilate brings Christ forward to the people and his flesh/our flesh demonstrates how filled 
with guile and hypocrisy we can be when we don't want to be implicated in a situation. Pilate 
has done nothing to exonerate Christ and is digging His grave for him at this point. This 
charade continues to unfold as God wants to drive home the point that a double minded man 
is unstable in all of his ways (Jas_1:8). 
 

Jas 1:8  A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 
 
Pilate is essentially saying, 'I'm a good guy, I wouldn't crucify this king, I'm bringing him out 
to you to let you know that I find no fault with him, notwithstanding my hands are tied and 
it's more important for the preserving of my own flesh (career) that I give the people what 
they want', so here, you do what you want with the man. 
 
 
Joh_19:5  Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple 
robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!  
 
Christ is now being put on display, " Behold the man!" the man that we're controlling. He 
has no choice, we've dressed him up the way we want, and he's just a man doing what we 
want! (Act_4:27-28) 
 

Act 4:27  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both 
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered 
together, 
Act 4:28  For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. 

 
To this day, this is the ‘another Jesus’ we put on display – the man that we see because we 
haven’t been given eyes to see the ‘real’ Jesus, not having being drug there yet.  And here are 
three other verses we cannot see until we are given to see: 

 
Gen 3:22And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good 



and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and 
live for ever: 
1Sa 9:17And when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said unto him, Behold the man whom I 
spake to thee of! this same shall reign over my people. 
 
Zec 6:12 And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the 
man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build 
the temple of the LORD: 

 
 

Joh_19:6  When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, 
saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify 
him: for I find no fault in him.  
 
Now that the crowd sees with their own eyes that this man is in complete subjection unto this 
mockery, it incites this violent outcry, from them to Pilate. "Crucify him, crucify him. 
Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him."  
 
Pilate, still highly delusional, thinks that he has nothing to do with the lynching that is taking 
place, even as he is used of God to accommodate the circumstance and does nothing to 
actually stop the masses from getting what they want. The spiritual lesson is loud for all flesh 
and these two verses explain very well what is happening here (Jer_17:9 , Rom 11:32).   

 
Jer 17:9  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 
 
Rom 11:32  For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon 
all. 

 
 
Joh_19:7  The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, 
because he made himself the Son of God.  
 
Our flesh says right out loud, "We have a law, and by our law he ought to die..." the 
true law that is being exposed here and spoken of is the one that is governing (1Ti_1:9) the law 
of sin and death which is in our members (Rom_7:23), and God is the lawgiver (Jas_4:12) 
who made us this way. The actual law that the people were referring to is found in 
(Lev_24:16) and (Deu_18:20). If the people knew and were truly convinced that this was the 
Son of God they would have never crucified the Lord of Glory (1Co 2:8).  
 

1Ti 1:9  Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and 
disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of 
fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 
 
Rom 7:23  But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 
 
Jas 4:12  There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that 
judgest another? 
 



Lev 24:16  And he that blasphemeth the name of the LORD, he shall surely be put to 
death, and all the congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the stranger, as he that is 
born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the LORD, shall be put to death. 
 
Deu 18:20  But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I 
have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that 
prophet shall die. 
 
1Co 2:8  Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

 
Instead of wanting to be baptized into Christ’s death (Rom_6:3), our flesh wants to destroy 
the spirit of Christ (Rom_8:2) and live to the highest possible standard our flesh can 
determine, which witnesses to the fact that we are lawless by nature. We however are blessed 
to know that the law is there only so that we can one day be delivered from it (Rom_7:6). 
 

Rom 6:3  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death? 
 
Rom 8:2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death. 
 
Rom 7:6  But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; 
that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 

 
This unconverted mob can't stand the fact that someone has claimed to be "the Son of God" 
 also seen in (Joh 10:33-34) which references Psa 82. Without eyes we cannot know the day of 
our visitation (the day of the Lord). 
 

Joh 10:33  The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for 
blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. 
Joh 10:34  Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? 
 
Psa 82:1  A Psalm of Asaph. God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth 
among the gods.  
Psa 82:2  How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? Selah.  
Psa 82:3  Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy.  
Psa 82:4  Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked.  
Psa 82:5  They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the 
foundations of the earth are out of course.  
Psa 82:6  I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High.  
Psa 82:7  But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes.  
Psa 82:8  Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations. 

 
With such a heart as this, we have no hope, as a result of Christ not being within us 
(Rom_8:9). That hope of glory (Col_1:27) in someone else "namely Christ and His Christ" is 
blasphemous from our first Adam’s perspective when Christ is not within us. 
 

Rom 8:9  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell 



in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
 
Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 
 
 

Joh_19:8  When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid;  
 
If Pilate was "the more afraid" then it tells us he already was fearful to begin with and we 
know that perfect love has no fear (1Jn_4:18), but rather soundness of mind (2Ti_1:7). Just 
how sound is Pilate's mind at this moment? 
 

1Jn 4:18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 
 
2Ti 1:7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 
sound mind. 

 
If Pilate had any hope of directing the outcome in Christ’s favor at this point, it looks like it 
just went out the window and therefore he is "the more afraid". 
 
If we look at the language from start to finish it becomes very evident that Pilate (our flesh) 
just wants to do what's best for itself, and the end result of the way that seems right unto a 
man always leads to death, in this case the death of our Saviour (Pro_14:12 , Pro_16:25). 
 

Pro 14:12  There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death. 
 
Pro 16:25  There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death. 

 
 
Joh_19:9  And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence 
art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.  
 
God's elect learn where Christ is from (His Father) and where He is going, as our blind first 
Adam is judged and brought into the light of the glorious gospel of the blessed God 
(Joh_20:17 , 1Pe_4:17 , 1Ti_1:11). 
 

Joh 20:17  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: 
but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and 
to my God, and your God. 
 
1Pe 4:17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first 
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 
 
1Ti 1:11  According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my 
trust. 

 



Pilate on the other hand (our flesh) goes into the judgment hall which judgment should bring 
about some answers, however Christ answers Pilate (our flesh) in a very specific manner "But 
Jesus gave him no answer." Without this gift of hearing and understanding, there is no 
answer. 
 
Christ’s silence then sets the stage for Pilate to say what he says next, which prompts Christ to 
give him an answer, all of which demonstrates for us that God is sovereign over all 
conversations taking place, if we are given eyes to see this (Pro_26:4-5). 
 

Pro 26:4  Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him. 
Pro 26:5  Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit. 

 
 
Joh_19:10  Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou 
not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?  
 
Christ silence is very unnerving for Pilate. He wants answers, and he wants them now, after all 
he thinks he's in control, and part of that control is being threatened by Christ’s silence, so in a 
last ditch effort to get the lamb of God (Isa_53:7) to speak he says " knowest thou not that 
I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?"  
 

Isa 53:7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 
openeth not his mouth. 

 
 
Joh_19:11  Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except 
it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the 
greater sin.  
 
For the first time in Pilate's ears, he hears Christ say that he is culpable (Joh_3:27). He does 
not have the "greater sin", but he knows now that if this just man is killed, he is not going to 
be innocent. It was from this point that Pilate sought to release Christ (Joh_19:12). 
 

Joh 3:27  John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from 
heaven. 
 
Joh 19:12  And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, 
saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a 
king speaketh against Caesar. 

 
Why is Pilate’s sin not the greater sin, and who has the greater sin, and what is the spiritual 
lesson we are being taught in all of this? 
 
I've taken this extract from an article written by Wayne Jackson a long time editor and writer 
for an online Christian column called the "Christian Courier" to demonstrate how Babylon 
cannot believe or understand that God is sovereign over all the affairs of mankind including 
the death of Christ (Act_4:27-28). 
 



Act 4:27  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both 
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered 
together, 
Act 4:28  For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. 

 
https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/966-are-some-sins-greater-than-others:  
 

Caiaphas was a Jewish high priest, and the son-in-law of a former high priest (Annas 
— John 18:13). He had been surrounded with the influence of the Hebrew Scriptures his 
entire life. He, of all people, should have known the testimony of Israel’s Bible, and thus 
have been familiar with many of the more than 300 Old Testament prophecies that 
detailed the identifying qualities of the Messiah. There was no excuse for his role in the 
death of the Son of God; his heart simply was encrusted with rebellion (cf. 2 
Corinthians 3:14). 

 
Let’s look at (2Co_3:14) as the scripture that Mr. Jackson uses to confirm that Caiaphas 
should have known better than to do what he did, and then consider how blessed we are to 
know that God is the one causing all things (Eph_1:11) . 
 

2Co 3:14  But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken 
away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. 
 
Eph 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to 
the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

 
We don't deny that there were greater sins committed by some men, such as Caiaphas’ sin, 
which is a shadow for us to remember that we who have the greater knowledge of who God 
and His son Jesus as Caiaphas did, are also the ones (the leaders) who hand Christ over to be 
crucified in our time (Joh_8:31 , Joh_8:40). 
 

Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; 
 
Joh 8:40  But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have 
heard of God: this did not Abraham. 

 
We live by every word of God so we will have many stripes at one point in our walk, and fewer 
stripes at another. That is one of the lessons with Caiaphas and Pilate, they’re both guilty, 
they’re both us, and we're all guilty of all. Caiaphas represents that point in our walk when we 
should receive many stripes and Pilate when we will receive fewer, and then there was Judas 
who was of the twelve (Mar_14:10, Luk_22:3). Twelve is foundational, and it is what we are 
all made up of, this is the lesson over and over in God’s word, we need to see ourselves as all of 
these characters. 
 

Mar 14:10  And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the chief priests, to betray 
him unto them. 
 
Luk 22:3  Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the 
twelve. 

https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/966-are-some-sins-greater-than-others


 
In other words, how God manifests our role in life is predetermined from the foundation of 
the world and the end result of deeply learning of God's sovereignty will be to come to see that 
"we must see our name in every word of scripture" to quote my brother Dave Rogers. 
 


