
Not of this World 

 
Joh 18:33  Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said 
unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews?  
Joh 18:34  Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee 
of me?  
Joh 18:35  Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have 
delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done?  
Joh 18:36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now 
is my kingdom not from hence.  
Joh 18:37  Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou 
sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my 
voice.  
Joh 18:38  Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out 
again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.  
Joh 18:39  But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the passover: will 
ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the Jews?  
Joh 18:40  Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas 
was a robber.  
 
************  
 
Joh 18:33  So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, 
"Are you the King of the Jews?"  
Joh 18:34  Jesus answered, "Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to 
you about me?"  
Joh 18:35  Pilate answered, "Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
delivered you over to me. What have you done?"  
 
"Are you the King of the Jews?"  (Mat_4:6). Christ is being judged by Pilate, and Pilate wants to 
know what He has done, if there really is any guilt in this man (Joh_18:38). Christ asks Pilate are you 
being prompted from the masses to ask these questions or are you the judge and jury alone in this 
matter. This inspired question of Christ was for our benefit and for our ears! 
 

Mat 4:6  And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall 
give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time 
thou dash thy foot against a stone.  
 
Joh 18:38  Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto 
the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.  

 
Pilate answers Christ in verse 35, "Am I a Jew?" in other words did I as one of your own nation and 
fellow Jews have you apprehended, or are we here today because "Your own nation and the chief 
priests have delivered you over to me."  Pilate is showing much wisdom in not judging a matter before 
it's time (1Co_4:5), and asks Christ, "Am I a Jew?" which is another way of saying does this law of 
the lawless control my decision making process?  
 

1Co 4:5  Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light 
the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall 
every man have praise of God.  

 



What Pilate does not realize is that he is subject to a law just as much as the Jew's or the whole nation 
and chief priests who have delivered Christ over to him. Pilate does not want to be implicated but the 
way he judges this matter in the end will reveal that he is just as subject to the powers and 
principalities as those who have delivered Christ over to him (Act_4:27-28 , Rom_2:14, Luk_7:35) 
 

Act 4:27  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,  
Act 4:28  For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. 
 
Rom 2:14  For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the 
law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 
 
Luk 7:35  But wisdom is justified of all her children. 

 
And then Pilate simply asks Christ, "What have you done?" 
 
 
Joh 18:36  Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this 
world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the 
Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world."  
 
Christ now clearly shows where His allegiance is, and what would happen if His kingdom were of this 
world. Christ's servants, who are 'inward Jews' would not let Christ within us be delivered over to the 
Jews (Rom_7:2 , Rom_8:2). 
 

Rom 7:2  For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he 
liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 
 
Rom 8:2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death. 

 
Keeping in mind that the kingdom of God is within (Luk_17:21) clears up this conversation for those 
who have eyes to see. God willing, we fight a good fight of faith (1Ti_6:12 , 2Ti_4:7) to prevent Christ 
within us from being delivered over to the Jews, which represents being yet subject to the law 
(Gal_4:1-5). 
 

Luk 17:21  Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within 
you. 
 
1Ti 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and 
hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. 
 
2Ti 4:7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
 
Gal 4:1  Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he 
be lord of all;  
Gal 4:2  But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.  
Gal 4:3  Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:  
Gal 4:4  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law,  
Gal 4:5  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.  

 
 
Joh 18:37  Then Pilate said to him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I 



am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world--
to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice."  
 
So Pilate confirms with this question that he is not understanding Christ's last statement as he looks 
for a physical response from our Lord saying: "So you are a king?" We must expect the same 
questioning and ignorance from the authorities of this world at some point (Mat_10:18), and when the 
time comes having done all to stand (Eph_6:13 , 2Co_1:24 , 1Co_16:13) and proclaim clearly that we 
are the Christ, or kings of the King, who like Christ are bearing witness to the truth (Mar_8:38 , 
1Jn_4:17). God enables us to bear witness as we are given to hear (Mat_13:11) the voice of the true 
Shepherd today (Joh_10:16). If we could not hear the voice of the true shepherd our next logical 
question would be...."What is truth?". 
 

Mat 10:18  And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against 
them and the Gentiles. 
 
Eph 6:13  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
 
2Co 1:24  Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye 
stand. 
 
1Co 16:13  Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. 
 
Mar 8:38  Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels. 
 
1Jn 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: 
because as he is, so are we in this world. 
 
Mat 13:11  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 
 
Joh 10:16  And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall 
hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 

 
 
Joh 18:38  Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out 
again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.  
 
After asking the question "What is truth?", Pilate goes back outside to the Jews and says, "I find no 
guilt in him." 
 
Sounds good for Christ at this point, He's been exonerated by Pilate who has found no guilt in Him. 
Passing a good judgement however is not an indication that the person doing so is innocent, or yet  
converted and convinced to the point of being truly willing to 'fight a good fight of faith for Christ'. 
How can a man who has just claimed that he does not know what truth is be able to show any kind of 
true allegiance to Christ. This same spirit was demonstrated with King David whose judgment was 
correct, but he was not yet able to see that "he was the man" (2Sa_12:5-7). 
 

2Sa 12:5  And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the 
LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die:  
2Sa 12:6  And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no 
pity.  



2Sa 12:7  And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I 
anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul;  

 
 
Joh 18:39  But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. 
So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?"  
 
The fleshly first Adam has a "custom" a tradition of worshiping Christ in vain (Mar_7:7).  The 
custom was to release "one man" at the Passover a type and shadow of sinning with impunity 
(Rom_6:1-2). Unbeknownst to ourselves we are witnessing to what flesh always does in taking the easy 
way out (the 10 second sinners prayer). 
 

Mar 7:7  Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 
 
Rom 6:1  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  
Rom 6:2  God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 

 
The only way that this sinful first Adam can be delivered is to have the King of the Jews rejected and 
become the scape goat for our sins. We must live by every word of God, and as we know we die daily 
(1Co_15:31) with Christ and judgement is first on the household of God (1Pe_4:17). 
 

1Co 15:31  I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 
 
1Pe 4:17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at 
us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

 
Christ and His Christ are represented by the goat that Aaron brings as a sin offering. We must lose our 
life to find it (Mat_16:25). 
 

Mat 16:25  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it.  

 
The world does not understand that there is a cost for sin (Lev_16:9) , and we would rather live and let 
live than give an account of the sinful robber Barabbas (Luk_23:39-42). 
 

Lev 16:9  And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD'S lot fell, and offer him for a sin 
offering. 
 
Luk 23:39  And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, 
save thyself and us.  
Luk 23:40  But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in 
the same condemnation?  
Luk 23:41  And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath 
done nothing amiss.  
Luk 23:42  And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.  

 
Barabbas, who represents our undeserved deliverance from our guilty of all condition, is represented 
by the scapegoat in (Lev_16:10). 

 
Lev 16:10  But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the 
LORD, to make an atonement with him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness. 

 
 
Joh 18:40  They cried out again, "Not this man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a 



robber. 
 
Flesh never gets it right, and yet God has predestined this cry "Not this man, but Barabbas!" so we 
could be given a Redeemer and learn of the depth of God's love for us all (Joh_3:16). 
 

Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  

 
Summary 
 
We have seen that the men of this world do not know Christ and cannot know the Truth or hear his 
voice.  Pilate, representing our flesh still in Babylon, called Jesus king of the Jews and didn’t want to 
kill him, so again we see that it is us, His own people who want to kill him in order to keep the beast 
(Barabbas) alive at the Passover.  
 
The first man Adam does not want to die and is quite willing to shed blood to stay alive. It was Pilate's 
wife (type of the church) who told him to have nothing to do with that just man, and then prophetically 
says 'I have suffered many things this day in a dream (the dream is one) because of him'.  
 
The strength to die can only come from the One who is enabled to lay down His own life. We see in 
Mat 27 that it is the chief priests (the elect of God) who first persuade the multitude that they should 
take Barabbas and destroy Christ. God is here reminding us that we are all guilty of all and that 
judgment begins at the house of God first. 
 
Mat 27:19  When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou 

nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of 
him.  

Mat 27:20  But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask 
Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.  

Mat 27:21  The governor answered and said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto 
you? They said, Barabbas.  

Mat 27:22  Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say 
unto him, Let him be crucified.  

Mat 27:23  And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done? But they cried out the more, saying, 
Let him be crucified.  

Mat 27:24  When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was 
made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am 
innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.  

Mat 27:25  Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our 
children.  

 
 

 


