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Joh 18:1  When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples 
over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, and his 
disciples.  
Joh 18:2  And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes 
resorted thither with his disciples.  
Joh 18:3  Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief 
priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons.  
Joh 18:4  Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went 
forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?  
Joh 18:5  They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. 
And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.  
Joh 18:6  As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, 
and fell to the ground.  
Joh 18:7  Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of 
Nazareth.  
Joh 18:8  Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, 
let these go their way:  
Joh 18:9  That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou 
gavest me have I lost none.  
Joh 18:10  Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's 
servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus.  
Joh 18:11  Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup 
which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?  
Joh 18:12  Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and 
bound him, 
 
 

************* 
 
 
Joh_18:1  When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples 
over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, and his 
disciples.  
 
Chapter 17 was primarily focused on being sanctified with the word of God and how we go 
from glory to glory with Christ in us (2Co_3:18).  
 

2Co 3:18  But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

 
In this first verse of John 18 we read that "When Jesus had spoken these words" 
(Words which are to sanctify the earth which we are) then he went forth with His disciples, 
…………..where? 



 
"he went forth with his disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, 
into the which he entered, and his disciples."  
 
This is a parable telling us that once we are sanctified with the word of God and walk with 

Christ within us, then we are able to go  overG4008 [through, across] the  brookG5493 

[winter torrent, storm runlet (Psa_107:13)] as we journey to Cedron [a brook near Jerusalem 
reminding us [The Kingdom of God which is at hand Mat_4:17] where there is a garden which 
is a symbol of a place where things grow spiritually. The order is always Christ "into the 
which he entered,"  "and his disciples." reminding us that He is the vine and we are the 
branches in this garden (Joh_15:5). 
 

“Over”  G4008   peran  per'-an   Apparently the accusative case of an obsolete derivation of  

peiro   (to “peirce”); through (as adverb or preposition), that is, across: - beyond, farther (other) 

side, over. 
 

“Brook” G5493 cheimarrhos    khi'-mar-hros  From the base of G5494 and G4482; a storm 

runlet, that is, winter torrent: - brook 
 
Psa 107:13  Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them out of their 
distresses. 
 
Mat 4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand. 
 
Joh 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

 
 
Joh_18:2  And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes 
resorted thither with his disciples.  
 
This garden near the brook of Cedron was a place that Christ went ofttimes with his disciples. 
The garden has both tares (Judas within us) and wheat growing in it (Christ), and Christ is 
wakeful over the progress of that word growing in this garden (Jer_1:12).  
 

Jer 1:12  Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform 
it. 

 
Judas being familiar with the place where Christ ofttimes resorted reminds us that the wheat 
and tares grow together until their appointed time of harvest (Mat_13:30, 1Pe_4:17). Christ 
knows the process, he created it, and is working all of it to the glory of our Father in heaven 
(Eph_1:11, Rom_8:28). 
 

Mat 13:30  Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the 
reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather 
the wheat into my barn. 
 
1Pe 4:17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin 



at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 
 
Eph 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 
 
Rom 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose. 

 
 
Joh_18:3  Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief 
priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons.  
 

On this occasion near this garden, Judas came forth having been fortified by the 
religious hypocrites of his age who armed him with a band of officers. They have lanterns 
that are not trimmed spiritually, torches to help them operate in the night (great 
darkness) and their weapons of warfare are not spiritual but carnal (2Co_10:4). 

 
2Co 10:4  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds;) 

 
All this is unfolding to demonstrate to us the pride of man and the degree to which our flesh 
will go to have its own way if we feel that our position or power is being compromised which is 
what the religious leaders of Christ’s day felt (Jas_4:1, Jas_4:5, Mat_15:10, Mat_27:18). 
 

Jas 4:1  From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your 
lusts that war in your members? 
 
Jas 4:5  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 
 
Mat 15:10  And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand: 
 
Mat 27:18  For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. 

 
The chief priests and Pharisees don't do the dirty work which is just par for the course 
(Mat_23:4) however by Christ’s own words they have done the greater sin (Joh_19:11). 
 

Mat 23:4  For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's 
shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 
 
Joh 19:11  Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given 
thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. 

 
 
Joh_18:4  Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went 
forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?  
 
Christ is confronting this mob, and putting himself in harm’s way for his disciples. He knows 
what's about to happen and the Father is moving Him into position to be taken as a lamb to 
the slaughter (Act_8:32). 
 

Act 8:32  The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the 



slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: 
 
God moves Christ to ask the question, Whom seek ye?  and our actions demonstrate that we 
have been ever seeking but never able to come to the knowledge of the truth (2Ti_3:7) because 
we can't seek Christ unless it is given to us, rather we want to crucify and kill that which we 
don't understand.  
 

2Ti 3:7  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
 
Earlier Christ asks His disciples a similar question knowing that mankind is truly unable to 
know God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent (Joh_17:3) unless it is given them to truly seek 
Him, this all ties into Christ asking the question " Whom seek ye?" 
(Mat_16:13, Mat_16:15, Mat_6:33). 
 

Joh 17:3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent.  
 
Mat 16:13  When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, 
Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 
 
Mat 16:15  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 
 
Mat 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you. 

 
 
Joh_18:5  They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. 
And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.  
 
Now we have an incredible moment in history being revealed for us. The tare (Judas within us 
all) is not standing with Christ, and the enemy has witnessed that they are not ignorant that 
this is Jesus of Nazareth. They see the man, not the “I am”. 
 
An account of our knowing Christ is what God brings us to say just before we sell Him down 
the river, and just like Peter who went on to say "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God." in Mat_16:16, so must we all claim that we know Christ (in Babylon) just as this mob 
did, only to mark Him as a man who was going to be destroyed. Not soon after Peter had 
named Christ did he have to hear these words from our Saviour (Mat_16:23); the point being 
we all forsake Christ in our appointed time (Mar_14:50). 

 
Mat 16:16  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
 
Mat 16:23  But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence 
unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. 
 
Mar 14:50  And they all forsook him, and fled. 
 

Whether it is Peter denying Christ, Judas betraying Christ, or the mob sent to kill Him, all of 
these things are within the first Adam and we are  manifestly who we are by the grace of God, 
just as Paul declared in this verse (1Co 15:10). 



 
1Co 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me 
was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God 
which was with me. 

 
 
Joh_18:6  As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, 
and fell to the ground.  
 
This is a parable showing us what we do when we first come across Christ (the "I am") in our 
darkened and ignorant minds, "they went backward, and fell to the ground." 
 
Jer 22:29  O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD.  
 
Isa 28:13  But the word of the LORD [the "I am"] was unto them precept upon precept, 
precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they 
might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.  
 
This is how we reason while we are in the earth. We can see the letter of the law but we don't 
understand that the one man that must die for the people (Joh 18:14) is the lamb of God who 
is going to take away the sins of the world (Joh_1:29). 
 

Joh 18:14  Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one 
man should die for the people. 
 
Joh 1:29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world. 

 

I mention the verse in Jeremiah because it shows us that there is a process to coming out of 
the earth, a judgment on our flesh, and we must all fall seven times in the wilderness that God 
first puts us in and then delivers us from (Pro_24:16). 

 
Pro 24:16  For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into 
mischief. 

 
 
Joh_18:7  Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of 
Nazareth.  
 
For the ages to come Christ is asking the same question twice in this living parable to witness 
to us all that we are first blind in our pursuit of Christ. We're seeking Him to kill Him, whether 
that is knowingly or in ignorance, they both end up having the same result in the end. 
(Lev_4:13-14 , Mar_14:50 , 2Co_11:4). 
 

Lev 4:13  And if the whole congregation of Israel sin through ignorance, and the thing be hid 
from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done somewhat against any of the commandments 
of the LORD concerning things which should not be done, and are guilty;  
Lev 4:14  When the sin, which they have sinned against it, is known, then the congregation shall 
offer a young bullock for the sin, and bring him before the tabernacle of the congregation.  

 



Mar 14:50  And they all forsook him, and fled. 
 
2Co 11:4  For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye 
receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not 
accepted, ye might well bear with him. 

 
 
Joh_18:8  Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let 
these go their way:  
 
Jesus is loving the church the way a man is supposed to love his wife, putting her before 
himself and honouring her as the weaker vessel (1Pe_3:7) which we all are until Christ makes 
His strength perfect through that weakness (Eph_5:25 , 2Co_13:4 , 2Co_12:9). 
 

1Pe 3:7  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the 
wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers 
be not hindered. 
 
Eph 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for 
it; 
 
2Co 13:4  For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the power of God. For 
we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the power of God toward you. 
 
2Co 12:9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. 

 
Christ knows that this seed (his life) must die and go into the ground so that many can be 
saved (Joh_12:24 , Gen_50:20 , 1Co_10:33). Paul in this verse is emulating Christ, as we all 
will, Lord willing (1Co_11:1). 
 

Joh 12:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 
 
Gen 50:20  But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to 
pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. 
 
1Co 10:33  Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of 
many, that they may be saved. 
 
1Co 11:1  Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 

 
These following verses talk about the process that Christ started in the body of his flesh 
through death, which we live now as we die daily and are presented holy and unblameable and 
unreproveable in his sight (Col_1:22-24). 
 

Col 1:22  In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and 
unreproveable in his sight:  
Col 1:23  If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope 
of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under 
heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;  



Col 1:24  Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:  

 
If God grants that we are not moved from a gospel, which he marveled that the Galatians were 
so soon removed from (Gal_1:6), the reason will simply be because He is working this 
salvation in the midst of our earth today. 
 

Gal 1:6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ 
unto another gospel: 
 
Psa 74:12  For God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth.   
 

Here are some more verses that talk about the process of perfection through weakness  which 
can only come about as a result of Christ being within our earth (Col_1:27 , Rom_8:9). 
 

Heb 10:14  For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.  

1Jn 2:5  But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we 
that we are in him.  

1Jn 4:12No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his 
love is perfected in us 
 
Col 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among 
the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 
 
Rom 8:9  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 

 
 
Joh_18:9  That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou 
gavest me have I lost none.  
 
What the natural man cannot see in this verse is that having the disciples go to the same death 
or a similar death is not failing to fulfill what Christ says "Of them which thou gavest me 
have I lost none." This temporary deliverance of Christ's disciples from the mob that took 
Him is a shadow of the spiritual deliverance that Christ is going to bring to all mankind each 
in their own order (1Co_15:23). 
 

1Co 15:23  But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's 
at his coming. 

 
Our appointed time to die is already written in our book (Psa_139:2 , Psa_139:16) , both our 
physical death and the time when we will be given to be dead to sin by dying daily (1Co_15:31) 
and being alive in Christ (Rom_6:11). 
 

Psa 139:2  Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought 
afar off. 
 
Psa 139:16  Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my 
members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of 
them. 
 



1Co 15:31  I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 
 
Rom 6:11  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
The disciples at this point were neither dying daily nor ready to go to their death, and it was 
going to take Pentecost to bring them to a point where they were able to love not their own 
lives unto death as Christ demonstrated for us on this night (Mat_16:25). 
 

Mat 16:25  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my 
sake shall find it. 

 
 
Joh_18:10  Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's 
servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus.  
 
Malchus which means "my king" according to Hitchcock, had his ear taken away by Peter and 
given back to him through Christ (Luk_22:51). 
 

Luk 22:51  And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed 
him. 

 
The world has their spiritual ears cut off by the court which is what Peter represents at this 
overly zealous stage of our walk without knowledge, and thinking we know Christ's spirit and 
what He would have us do (Psa_82:5 , Mic_4:12). 
 

Psa 82:5  They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the 
foundations of the earth are out of course 
 
Mic 4:12  But they know not the thoughts of the LORD, neither understand they his counsel: for 
he shall gather them as the sheaves into the floor. 

 
Peter was demonstrating the same spirit as the sons of thunder (Luk_9:54-55), and the same 
spirit that is in the churches of Babylon today that say that God would have mankind burn in 
hell for all eternity, or that we should go to war to kill our enemy rather than love our enemy 
as God commands us (Mat_5:44 , Luk_6:27 , Luk_6:35). 
 

Luk 9:54  And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we 
command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?  
Luk 9:55  But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are 
of. 
 
Mat 5:44  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
 
Luk 6:27  But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, 
 
Luk 6:35  But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your 
reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the 
unthankful and to the evil. 

 



Peter being guided in this violent blow to take off the right ear and not the left, reminds us 
that only Christ can give us ears to hear the words of power (right ear) that can emanate only 
from the sharp two edged sword of God's word of mercy (Heb_4:12), and not the self-serving, 
self-righteous sword that Peter and all of us wield in our appointed time literally or 
figuratively. Whenever we do it unto the least of these we do it unto to Christ (Malchus "the 
king"Mat_25:40). 

 
Heb 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
 
Mat 25:40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

 
 
Joh_18:11  Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup 
which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?  
 
What a statement by Christ! Will we drink the cup with Him, or will we pick up the sword and 
defile the name of God amongst the Gentiles (Rom_2:23)? 
 

Rom 2:23  Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou 
God? 

 
We need to do both, and God gives us the power to rightly divide the word of God after we 
have been false prophets for our appointed time. 
 
When we divide the word properly we will be given the nourishment we need to go without the 
camp with our Lord (Heb_5:14 , Heb_13:13). The end result of that word being sanctified 
within His elect is that they will have their loins girt about with truth (Luk_12:35, Rev_15:6) 
and will be able to stand (Eph_6:13) with Him rather than with the mob (Joh_18:5).  
 

Heb 5:14  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of 
use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 
 
Heb 13:13  Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. 
 
Luk 12:35  Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; 
 
Rev 15:6  And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure 
and white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden girdles. 
 
Eph 6:13  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
 
Joh 18:5  They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, 
which betrayed him, stood with them. 

 
God promises in due time that we will be able to drink the cup (Mat_20:23), which will cause 
us to be hated by all men for His name’s sake (Mat_13:13). 



 
Mat 20:23  And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, 
but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father. 
 
Mat 13:13  Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they 
hear not, neither do they understand. 

 
 
Joh_18:12  Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and 
bound him,  
 
The band and the captain and officers “received from the chief priests and Pharisees”, our first 
earthly Jew, opposes the spiritual inward Jew (Rom_2:28), which all men will become one 
day. 
 

Rom 2:28  For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is 
outward in the flesh: 

 
The natural man wants to be under the law, and bound by the traditions of men worshiping 
God in vain (Mar_7:7). Binding Christ here is a shadow of that bondage under the law of 
Moses (1Ti_1:9) and it is only by the grace and faith of God (Eph_2:8) that we can go beyond 
the letter and into the spiritual law of Jesus Christ (Rom_8:2). 
 
Mar 7:7  Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 
 
1Ti 1:9  Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and 
disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and 
murderers of mothers, for manslayers,  
 
Eph 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
 
Rom 8:2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death. 
 
 


