
The Truth About Reproof and Comfort 

 

 

Joh_16:1 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 
 

Christ in the previous chapters has just talked about persecution and how it is a part of our walk, 
and He is speaking these things so "that ye should not be offended (G4624)."  
 

So what does it mean to be offended and what is it that Christ has spoken to us "that we should 
not be offended (G4624)." 
 

G4624            skandalizo  skan-dal-id'-zo 

 

To “scandalize”; from G4625; to entrap, that is, tri pup (figuratively stumble[transitively] or 
entice to sin, apostasy or displeasure): - (make to) offend. 
 

This word offend (G4625) is used 30 times in the new testament 
 

It is our flesh which offends and the word of God reproves us to the end that we will no longer 
offend.  
 

Mat_5:29 And if thy right eye offendG4624 thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is 
profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should 
be cast into hell. 
 

This is the right eye offending, not the left eye, in other words the eye that represents our power, 
our view on a matter and not "what says the scriptures..."  This eye has to go.... 
 

Mat_5:30 And if thy right hand offendG4624thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is 
profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should 
be cast into hell. 
 

We are in Christ's right hand as it says in the book of Revelation (Rev_1:16, Rev_1:20, Rev_2:1); 
however self-righteousness is sitting on the throne (Isa_14:13, Isa_64:6), taking on the name of 
Christ including proclaiming that we are in his right hand, while still being empowered by our 
own bread and clothing. (Isa_4:1) 
 

Mat_11:6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended G4624 in me. 

 

We are offended at Christ's actions (as shown to us in both the old and new covenant- see 
below for examples in Gen 22:2 and Mat 16:22-23) prior to having understanding…  We don't 
savour the things of God until God changes our hearts which is what must happen in order to 
create the hunger we need for His food and His raiment.  We are putting off the flesh (i.e. 
plucking out the eye, cutting off the hand... )when we crucify the lusts and passions within. 
 

Eph 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts;  
Eph 4:23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;  
 

i.e.  



Gen_22:2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee 
into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of.  
 

Mat_16:22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this 
shall not be unto thee.  
Mat_16:23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence 
unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. 
 

We are told time and again that what men savour is for the flesh to be saved which is where 
Peter is at this stage in his walk... 
 

Luk 23:39 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be 
Christ, save thyself and us.  
Luk 23:40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art 
in the same condemnation? 
 
This is how we ourselves are offended, when we are yet carnal which is enmity against God 
(Rom_8:7) 
 

But there is still more to be said on that question of what it means to be offended and what is it 
that Christ has spoken to us "that we should not be offended: 
 

Mat_11:6 And blessed is he,whosoever shall not be offended G4624 in me. 

 

Rev 1:3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 
 

Mat_13:57 And they were offended G4624inG1722him.G846. But Jesus said unto them, A 
prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house.  
 

Act_17:28 For inG1722 himG846 we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of 
your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.  
 

It is those closest to us, our families, who are not chosen to know these truths (Luk_8:10) and 
they connect us to our earthly past (Mat_13:55-56) and don't know that we are now about our 
Father's business (Luk_2:49) and that our citizenship (Php_3:20) our new country is in heaven 
(Heb_11:14) and that our new house is the house of the Lord (1Ki_9:3) where we are loved of 
God because we honor Christ (Joh_12:26). This is how we offend after our time of being 
offended (and offending Christ) ourselves. 
 

It is our flesh that offends and that is offended by the ‘things of God’. 
 

Some more verses to show this truth.... 

 

Mat_15:12 Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were 

offended G4624, after they heard this saying?  

Mat_17:27 Notwithstanding, lest we should offend G4624them [the kings of the earth vs.26], go 
thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast 
opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and 



thee. 
 

Mat 24:10And then shall many be offended G4624, and shall betray one another, and shall hate 
one another. 
Mat 24:11And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 

Mat 24:12And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 
Mat 24:13But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 
 

What is causing the many to be offended is mentioned in Mat_13:21 

 

Mat 13:21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or 

persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended  G4624. 

 

We are all in our appointed time offended because of the word, because of Christ.  
 

Mat 26:31Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended G4624because of me this night: 
for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 

Mat 26:33Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended G4624because 

of thee, yet will I never be offended G4624.  
 

Why are we offended (Mar_4:17), and what can we do about it? 

 

It is only God that gives the growth (1Co_3:6) so we can have that deep root of Christ within us, 
and with that root within us, the hope of glory (Col_1:27), we will heed the admonitions that 
God gives us to be a body that does not forsake the assembling (Heb_10:25) or think above what 
is written (1Co_4:6) and as such we will be blessed to keep the words (Rev_1:3), and ultimately 
blessed and holy (Rev_20:6) to be in the first resurection if God has this written this in our book 
(Eph_1:4, Psa_139:16). We are offended because we cannot keep the words of God (Rom_8:7), 
and we are blessed if we can (Rev_1:3). 
 

Mar 4:17And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when 

affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended G4624. 

 

Notice the language in Mar_6:3 ....the son...the brother...his sisters...and they were offended at 
Christ because they saw that Christ was not concerned about these earthly (Ismael) 
relationships. 
 

Mar 6:3Is not this the carpenter, the son ofMary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, 

and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended G4624at him.  
 

Now when we read Mar_9:43 Mar_9:46 and Mar_9:47 we understand that the body of Christ 
offends in the court, we offend in the court in our time, but when we stop offending and start to 
see where we are with God we come out of her my people (Rev_18:4) and sever our relationships 
with those who are in the court, the hand, the foot, the eye, not because we want to, but because 
they are now offended at the word that we speak (Mat_13:21 our witness now offends). 
 
Luk_14:26 If anymancome to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, 
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 
 

So we long for the day when the division is healed but recognize now that God's mercy is upon 



us as He deals with us and separates us from our brothers so that we can one day show the same 
mercy to them that God is showing us by calling us out of Babylon today (Rom_11:31). In other 
words this is the day of the Lord for very few today! 
 

Joh_16:2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that 
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. 
Joh_16:3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the 
Father, nor me. 
 

Without the Spirit of God, the comforter, the parakletos (Joh_14:16 , Joh_15:26), we cannot 
understand the things of the spirit, it is then that “the many”, “the Pharisees”, “his disciples” of 
the above verses cast us out; that is the war against us as the two witnesses. 
 

Joh_9:34  They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost 
thou teach us? And they cast him out.  
 

Rev_11:7  And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the 
bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 
 

So as mentioned in Joh_9:34 and Joh_16:2 , we are kicked out of the synagogue G656 because 
Babylon does not know the Father or Christ (Strong’s definition is ‘excommunicated’). This is a 
different word used here (G656) than the word used for the “ruler of the synagogue” (G752) or 
the singular word “synagogue”  itself as the assemblage/church/congregation (G4864).  
 

Also helpful is to see how this word G656  ap-os-oon-ag'-o-gos is used in the old testament, with 
the aid of the ABP+ version, where G656 can be traced to Num_16:21  and 2Ch_26:21 and seen 
as ‘sever’, or Pro_8:33 and Jer_22:24  seen as ‘seal’ or ‘seal up’ … both very apt descriptions of 
Babylon (a house divided). KJV(1Sa_2:31). 
 

Joh_16:4 But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may 
remember that I told you of them. And these things I said not unto you at the 
beginning, because I was with you. 
 

Christ is saying something very similar to what Paul said to the Corinthians in (1Co_3:1-2) 
and the end result of coming to understand or remember what Christ has told us is to be like 
Jeremiah feeling like we've gotten into something much bigger than what we had bargained 
for...  Jer_20:7 
or Moses in Num_11:11 or Elijah in 1Ki_19:4 or Job (many many examples of which Job_3:1-3 is 
only one) 
 
All of these examples could be summed up in this verse in John... 
 
Joh_16:12  I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
 

Joh_16:5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, 
Whither goest thou? 
 

Why can they not ask? Christ even has to tell them that they cannot even ask this much!  
 
Later on the disciples will be sent as Christ was sent (Joh_20:21), but not until they receive the 
holy spirit which will make it possible for them to fulfill the second half of Christ's ministry 



through the then body of Christ which is filled with the hope of glory (Col_1:24, Col_1:27). 
Without the understanding that the Spirit of God brings us (Exo_31:3, 1Co_2:14), it is not even 
possible to ask this question. 
 
Joh_16:6 But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your 
heart. 
 

Christ is looking at and showing us the condition of our hearts when we don't have the holy 
spirit indwelling. He knows that we have sorrow that fills us when we consider that Christ is 
going to leave us (Luk_23:28). We can't understand at this time that we won't need to know 
Christ after the flesh (2Co_5:16), and that He will never leave us or forsake us (Heb_13:5).  
 
Joh_16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for 
if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send 
him unto you. 
 
The Comforter (Jesus Christ the hope of glory) will not come unless He departs. 
 
Why?  
 
1Co_15:17  And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.  
 
Joh_16:8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: 
 

This reproving of the world of sin and of righteousness and of judgement is within His elect first 
(1Pe_4:17, Isa_26:9). This is what brings us close to Him, where there is no more war or 
division or enmity of the flesh against the spirit. Reproof is the means by which we are saved 
(Heb_12:5-6 , Rev_3:19) 

 
Joh_16:9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 

 

When we believe in Christ, we identify with His words; we believe the truth that says we can't 
see spiritually without Him, and that if we say we see our sin yet remains (Joh_9:41) 
 

The world therefore serves us in their unbelief, in their blindness. 
 
Joh_16:10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 

 

Christ will convince us of His righteousness and that it is given to us as a free gift that delivers us 
from ourselves (Gal_2:20 Rom_8:38) and our righteousnesses that are carnal and enmity 
against God  (Isa_64:6, Eze_33:13, Dan_9:18, Rom_8:7) 
 
Joh_16:11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 
 

We know that we're being judged because of the fiery trials that He is taking us through. Satan's 
life- long effect on our thinking is being judged, and that first Adam is being replaced by the 
second Adam, the new man Christ within. 
 
Joh_16:12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
 



We cannot bear the things that God has to tell us, but the spirit of God will make it possible for 
us to bear whatever it is that God has written in His book for His elect (Zec_4:6) 
 
Joh_16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear,thatshall he 
speak: and he will shew you things to come. 
 

We are promised that we will be guided into all truth and that the spirit will not speak of himself 
(God’s spirit is given to Christ Joh 16:15, 1Jn 4:12-13 , Joh 3:34, and Christ gives this spirit to 
those to whom the Father prepares to receive it Mar 10:40, Joh 6:44, just like Pharaoh gave all 
but the throne to Joseph Gen 41:40-41). Christ will show us what we need to know, he will 
prepare our hearts, and we will drink the cup that our Father has set before us because we can 
endure all things through Christ which strengthens us (Php_4:13). 
 
Joh 16:15  All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, 
and shall shew it unto you. 
 
1Jn 4:12  No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his 
love is perfected in us.  
1Jn 4:13  Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his 
Spirit.  
 
Joh 3:34  For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit 
by measure unto him. 
 
Mar 10:40  But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be 
given to them for whom it is prepared. 
 
Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will 
raise him up at the last day. 
 
Gen 41:40  Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be 
ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou.  
Gen 41:41  And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt.  
 
Php 4:13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
 
Please see the section “What is the purpose of the Holy Spirit?” in this article for a more in 
depth explanation of the purpose of the Holy 
Spirit:http://www.iswasandwillbe.com/trinity.php 
 
Joh_16:14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shewitunto 
you. 
 
Christ answers what  receive of mine means in the next verse... The holy spirit glorifies God 
because the comforter (parakletos) is one with His Father (Joh_10:30). 
 
 
Joh_16:15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall 
take of mine, and shall shewitunto you. 
 



This is most comforting! ALL things that the Father has are Christ's, and as He is so are we in 
this world (1Jn_4:17 Php_2:6). 
 
Joh_16:16 A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye 
shall see me, because I go to the Father. 
 
This last verse tells us that we are going to see Christ because He is going to the Father. 
 

We are going to see Him as He was always intended to be seen, as we go from glory to glory 
(2Co_3:18) now being transformed today by having Christ within us increasing as we decrease 
(Joh_3:30) until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory 
(Eph_1:14). 
 
The little while that we do not see Christ is when the disciples were with Him in the flesh but do 
not yet have the Holy Spirit. The little while and you shall see me part of this verse is when 
Christ goes to the Father and the Holy Spirit is given on Pentecost. Philip posed the question to 
Christ in (Joh 14:8-9) and this is the same idea, that we don’t see the Father in Christ, nor Christ 
in the world until the Holy Spirit is indwelling (1Co 3:16, Joh 20:22 , Rom 8:11) 
 
Joh 14:8  Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.  
Joh 14:9  Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known 
me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the 
Father? 
 
1Co 3:16  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?  
 
Joh 20:22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost:  
 
Rom 8:11  But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised 
up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

 

 
Summary of the things we’ve discussed today 

(The Truth About Reproof and Comfort) 

 
We are offended before we become an offence, offending God before we are an offence to our 
families. 
 
It is the Word of God, the Truth, Jesus Christ whom offends us and reproves us before He comes 
to comfort us. 
 
We are separated from our brothers because of the Truth, while we come to see ‘my words are 
spirit and life’  (Joh_6:63) so that we in turn become those saviours to bring in the rest of the 
world. 
 
Oba 1:21  And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the 
kingdom shall be the LORD'S. 
 

 


